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Lesson Calendar 





1. October 4.—David Brings up the Ark 2 Sam. 1-1 
October 31 God's Cove nt with David 2 Sam. 7 
3 October 18 Dav s Con I 
4 October David's Joy over Forgiveness Psa 
5. November 1.—David and Absalom Sa 1 1-12 
6 November 8 —David’s Grief over Absal San 4 
7 November 15.—David's Trust in God ... Psa ry 
8. November 22 The Curse of Strong Drink » World 
Temperance Lesson Prov. 20:1 : >» 21, 2 
» November 29 David's Charge to S n 1 ( ” 1 
10 December 6.—Solomon’s Wise Ch € 1 King 
rr. December 13.—The Dedication of the 
lemple 1 Kir 


( The Queen of Sheba Visits 
Solomon 1 Kings 10: 
The Birth of Christ Matt. 2: 


i-10 
I-t2 


12. December 20. 
(Or, 
icw., 


13. December 27 Rev 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association.) 
‘ The Queen of Sheba's visit to 
Monday 1 Kings 10: I-13 rr bat Pe 
‘Tuesday 1 Kings 10 : 14-25 Solomon's riches and wisdom 
Wednesday 1 Kings 3: 16-28 Solomon's judgment 
Thursday.-—Eccles. 2 : I-11 Riches unsatisfying 
Friday.—kEccles. 7 : 11-19 Excellency of wisdom 
Saturday.— Matt. 12 : 38-42 . . »A greater than Solomon 
Sunday.—Rev. 4... The throne of God 
Christmas Lesson 
Monday Matt. 2 : 1-12 ‘The birth of Christ 


Tuesday Matt. 2 : 13-23 Danger and deliverance 
Wednesday Luke 2 : 8-20 ; [he angel song 
Phursday Luke 2 : 25-3 Simeon’s blessing 
Friday John 1: I-14 Lhe divine Word 
Saturday Isa. g : 1-7 The Prince of Peace 
Sunday 1 John 4: 9-19 Sent of God 
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Beatitude 
By John B. Tabb 


ND is it well with thee ? 
‘Ay; past all dreaming, well! 

For here we dwell 

Where none may weep; 
And Paradise is ours again to keep, 
The tree of knowledge in the midst thereof, 

Time-ripened love ,— 
The leaves no more for healing, but for food 

Of life renewed, 
Fresh with the dew, from vanished faith distilled, 

Of hope fulfilled. 

And round us angels be 

To guard the gateways, not with swords of flame, 
But fragrant breathings on the sacred name, 
That nevermore an after-thought of sin 

May enter in.” 


Ex.uicorr Crry, Mp 
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Our Capacity for Gladness 


We do not half enjoy enjoyments. We 
bring little pitchers to big fountains. stands 
ready to pour into our souls bountifully more than we 
can ask or think, and we bring little petty desires for 
gain or fame or fancy, and go unfilled. No 
wonder Jesus said, ‘‘ Blessed are they that hunger 
and thirst'’! We shall be blessed until we 
know how much more want than evel 
sought. We say in our foolishness, ‘‘It seems, if I 
could have this pleasure or that success, that I should 
be perfectly happy.’’ And God says in his infinite 
goodness, ‘‘ Poor soul ! | am not so false to you as to 
let you be perfectly happy with any 





oul 


God 


away 


never 


we we have 


such things."’ 


Thomas Carlyle tells us in one of his essays of the 
‘‘infinite bootblack,’" whom all the kings of the 
world could never fill and satisfy. God has viven us 
1 capacit i ladness | will not be tille ntil 


we put in God himself, his love, and his salvation. 
When we have done this, then we shall vo up lo our 
prayer, or down to our house, or out to ow work, 


mad glad. 


— 
What Our Dead Do for Us? 


We often think of our dead, and we are inclined 
at many a time to do what we know they would have 
been glad to have us do. ‘There are earthly ties that 
are sundered, but are the ties of spirit wholly sepa 
rated 
this side ? 


between those beyond the veil and those on 
‘«Seeing we are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses,’’ can we believe this to be 
so? George Eliot says on this point : 
never dead to us until we have forgotten them ; 


can be injured by us, they can be wounded, they know 


‘* The dead are 
they 


all our penitence, all our aching sense that their place 
is empty, all the on the smallest 
relic of their presence.’’ It is a gain 


be 


kisses we bestow 
to ourselves 
whatever it to our dead, when we bear ourselves 


lovingly toward the dead as if they were conscious of 


- 


our loving spirit 


Contrary Winds 


Sailors show their best skill, and the real ability 
of their ships, by using the winds that blow against 
them. And lives can learn to go forward by the forces 
which would pull them backward, or upward by the 
which down. Demosthenes’ ora- 


forces draw them 


tory was the better because he had to overcome the 
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difficulty of a faltering speech. The surpassing 
marvel of Beethoven's music was in part due to the 
fact that he had to overcome have been 
the insurmountable difficulty of his deafness, 
When the way is easy there is more danger of loiter- 
ing than when it is hard. It is the providence and 
wisdom of God that send many obstacles. We may 
look most confidently for our guardian angel in the 
things which seem adverse. Many wise men have 
proved their strength, like Samson of old, by carry- 
ing off the gates that were locked against them. 


I 
God’s Work and Ours 


God wants us to keep ourselves without blame, 
that he may make us without blemish. A _ child 
brings us his copy-book ; see that the child's 
writing is without blame, or, rather, that he has tried 
hard, and is deserving of praise ; but we see, too, that 
his work is not without blemish. It is by the child's 
faithful diligence, which keeps it without blame, that 
the will finally bring that child's skill to a 
place where he shall write a page without blemish. 
Just so, when we keep our hearts blameless, God will 
be working with us as Jude wrote: ‘‘ To set you before 
the presence of his glory without blemish.'’ God 
does not ask of us that we be without faults, but that we 
be without blame in trying to overcome those faults. Our 
first striving with a character, or with a pen, may be 
black with blots, but, if it is faithful striving, it will 
be the way by which, in the end, God will make us 
faultless. 


what would 


to many 


we 


teacher 
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Can Jesus Be Estimated as a Mere Man ? 


ITHER Jesus was a mere man, or he was not. 


If he was a mere man, it is wise to recognize 
the fact, and to act on it if he was not so, such 
supposition and action are sheer folly. There are 


many who recognize this necessity, and conform their 
views of the character and words of Jesus to their 
convictions. There are others who are not quite sure 
what is their belief, and who, in consequence, are not 
quite consistent in dealing with the various questions 
These latter 


own 


involved in any positive belief. 
need to be their 
hoping to bring others to right convictions about Jesus 


persons 


sure as to convictions before 


An illustration used a few months ago in these 
columns will bear repeating in this connection. 
One summer, during the College Students’ Con 
ference at Northfield, an earnest and intelligent uni 
versity graduate sought a private interview with a 
platform speaker whose words had impressed him. 


Che conversation of these two illustrates the point of 
this writing. 

‘You mustn't think, the 
am an unbeliever or a doubter. I 
Christian work, and I have thought of preparing for 
the ministry 


‘‘that | 
active in 


said student, 


ain 
but some things trouble me. I accept 
the teachings of Jesus as imperative, and | revere his 
Yet 1 do not the 
miraculous birth.’ 

‘*You think, then, that his coming 
was just like that of all 
speaker, questioning] 


‘1 do.’ 


character. accept narrative of his 


into the world 


other men: responded the 


‘* How do you think he compared, in what he was 
and taught, with the men of his day ?' 
‘*He was way above them."’ 
‘‘How about the best men who were before his 
day ? 
‘There had never been any one equal to him.”’ 
What good work for the we rld did he do in his 
earthly lifetime : 
ble el ) tandard of ac n worthy of imita- 





tion by all. He laid down principles by which men 
should shape their conduct and teachings, and he sent 
out disciples to make these known. 

‘*How many have come up to his standard, or have 
been his equals, since then ?"’ 

‘] don't think there has ever been one like him 
ince his day, any more than before 

‘‘Well, my friend,’’ said the one who had been 


appealed to, ‘‘as I understand you, you believe that 
suddenly there appeared in this world a_ positively 
unique Person, transcending all who had gone before 
him ; that he held up a standard of conduct and char- 
acter for all to aspire to, and under the influence of 
which his best followers have been striving upward with 

rowing power for nearly two thousand years, though no 


one has come up to his likeness in all these centuries, 
Yet you are unwilling to accept the record that there 
was anything peculiar in his coming into the world, 
It seems to me that your belief is a great deal more 


difficult to hold, and to accept as consistent and rea- 
sonable, than mine is. But [ leave this for you to 
de« ide. 

In a remarkable treatise, or chapter, Dr. Bushnell 
presented this truth as only he could present it. The 
title of his chapter is itself a resistless challenge : 

The Character of Jesus Forbids his Possible Classi- 


fication with Men."’ The truth of that bold asser- 
tion, with its accompanying arguments and_ proofs, 
has convinced some of the strongest minds of our 


generation, and it stands to-day as a bulwark against 
which weaker heads can dash themselves in the pity- 
ing sight of those who would wish them a better fate. 

Dr. Bushnell does not assume, to begin with, the 
truth of the gospel narrative. He ‘*We take 


up the account of Christ in the New Testament just 


Says, 


as we would any other ancient writing, or as if it were 
a manuscript just brought to light in some ancient 
library. On the character of the Person portrayed 
in the four Gospels Dr. Bushnell bases his claiim 

On the single question, therefore,’’ he says, ‘of 
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the more than human character of Jesus, we propose, 
in perfect confidence, to rest a principal argument for 
Christianity as a supernatura! institution ; for, if there 
be in Jesus a character which is not human, there has 
something broken into it, and the spell of unbelief is 
broken.”’ 

In view of the irresistible truth pointed out by 
Bushnell, and available in the Gospels by every clear 
thinker since his day, if not before, what folly, or 
worse than folly, it is for any one now to attempt to 
explain the words and teachings of Jesus as if they 
were the words and teachings of any other man, of 
his day or of any day. __If there be any basis for such an 
attempt, then there is surely no basis for any confidence 
in the claim of Jesus that he, and he alone, has the 
power to give life, as representing his Father and ours. 
The real issue with such writers and teachers is not as 
to their spirit or method, or their special arguments, 
but as to their fundamental conception, or miscon- 
ception, of the character and claims and person of 
Jesus. 

Jesus startled his hearers when, a year before his 
crucifixion, he said, ‘‘ Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of man and drink his blood, ye have not life in 
yourselves. .. . He that eateth my flesh and drinketh 
my blood abideth in me, and I in him. As the liv- 
ing Father sent me, and | live because of the Father; 
so he that eateth me, he also shall live because of 
me.'’ No wonder that many of his disciples, hear- 
ing this, murmured because of it, and that many of 
them went back and walked no more with him. 

Such language is nof'to be explained as the words 
of a mere human teacher of that day. The figure of 
speech in them, expressive of the primitive belief 
that to partake of a man’s blood and flesh was to 
share, or absorb, his life and sustenance, could indeed 
be explained and understood. But the claim of Jesus 
that no other life or sustenance than his only could be 
available for time or eternity, could not be understood 


gospel, out of the sky.’’ 
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or explained on the theory that he was a mere man. 
And so it is with very many of his words and teach- 
ings. 

The real aim and endeavor of one who now writes 
or speaks concerning the life story and teachings of 
Jesus should be, not to explain these by the ways and 
words of the mere man of then or of now, but to attract 
and uplift the man, even the best man, of our time 
or of any time, by the lofty standard and example of 
the more than human Jesus. It is not by explaining 
his character by other men, but by seeking to conform 
other men’s characters to his, so far above them, that 
he can best be understood and honored. Only as the 
more than human man, can Jesus be understood or 
explained. Thus alone can we see it as we ought 
to see it. ‘* This one perfect character,’’ concludes 
Sushnell, ‘* has come into our world, and lived in it, 
filling all the molds of action, all the terms of duty 
and love, with his own divine manners, works, and 
charities. The world itself is changed, and is no 
more the same that it was ; it has never been the same 
since he left it. It were easier to untwist all the 
beams of light in the sky, separating one of the colors, 
than to get the character of Jesus, which is the real 
What Jesus would have us 
to do, we properly can consider. What Jesus would 
do if he were one like ourselves, is beyond our power 
of accurate concerning or imagining. To accept the 
gospel record of the miraculous birth of Jesus is en- 
tirely consistent with the acceptance of the gospel 
record of the unique life and words of Jesus, which is 
our only basis of knowledge concerning him. ‘To 
deny or question the gospel record of the miraculous 
or supernatural birth of Jesus while accepting the 
gospel record of his obviously superhuman life and 
teachings, is not reasonable, consistent, or sensible. 
How much we can be like Jesus, not how much Jesus 
was like us, is the question of questions for us and 
for everybody, for to-day and for all days. 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Is Parent, or Child, Responsible 
for the Child’s Wrong Doing ? 


When a child goes wrong, the question naturally 
suggests itself, Was the child, or were his parents, 
chiefly to blame for this defection? A parent set of 
God to train a child can have all the power of God to 
aid that parent in doing that work aright. Is, or is 
not, God's power sufficient for this work? A parent 
from New York is perplexed over these questions. 


I esteem. The Sunday School Times so much that I follow 
its teaching, and many years ago The Sunday School Times 
taught this principle: Not to force a child to do either one 
way or the other, but to teach the right and wrong with its 
consequences, and then let the child choose itself. 1 followed 
this principle right along, and believed it was right. Now as 
some of my children are growing up and of age, but walking 
worldly, | am perplexed. One of my daughters goes to dan- 
cing-hall on Saturday evening, comes home one or two o'clock 
in the morning. I see that her Christian life is dead. Goes to 
church formally, and how often I reasoned with her, but with no 
success. She is going on twenty years of age and self-support- 
ing. Her younger sister, about eighteen years of age, is led 
into it also,—not self-supporting. According to my judgment, 
1, as father, have no right to force the younger one to stay 
home without forcing the older one too; but the older one 
says she goes anyway, she is over eighteen, and can do as she 
pleases, 

What is my duty for the future to do, as I have younger 
boys and girls, and may be misled also. Is it right for me to 
banish the older one out of the house, or leave the matter 
quietly in the hands of the Lord, and wait until he acts? This 
seems to me unreasonable, as I see it growing worse. 


It is mo¢ enough ‘‘to teach the right and wrong 
with its consequences, and then let the child choose 
for itself.’’ It is true that the child should not be 
‘*forced’’ to any course of action, but it is just as 
true that the child should be surely wow to the right 
course ; and until the right course is chosen, there 
should be no let-up by the parent, in trying a thou- 
sand different ways, if need be, of loving enticement 
to the right. It is not enough for a father to say, in 


effect: ‘‘ Here is the right, here is the wrong ; take 
your choice. I must be going down-town now to 


business.’’ Theright should be made more attractive 
than the wrong. Evenings at home should be made 
more attractive than evenings at the dance-hall. The 
child’s innocent or healthy likes and inclinations 
should be studied and encouraged and given full play. 
Anything, everything, day after day, night after night, 
should be studied, presented, thought out, prayed 
over, to secure the right choice of the child. Until 
that choice has been made, and after that choice has 
been made, so long as the child is in the home, the 


parent's unceasing determination and effort should be 
the right choosing and saving and training of the 
child given of God as a sacred trust. 

And in all this God's help is to be relied on and 
secured as giving efficiency to right endeavors. The 
parent is more responsible than the child for the 
child’s tastes and direction. But this requires con- 
stant and unvarying attention and care on the parent's 
part, and unwavering faith in God as in all and 
over all. The Christian parent may claim with abso- 
lute confidence God's promises for the child com- 
mitted to God, as truly as for the parent who trusts 
God for himself or herself. This puts no less respon- 
sibility on the parent for ceaseless endeavor in right 
training, but it is a mighty aid to realize that Om- 
nipotence is back of all such right endeavor. 

If a parent has failed in duty doing toward a child 
until the child is wedded to the wrong way, it is not 
easy to say how the misused past is to be retrieved. 
But the parent, seeing his error, is to commit his 
needy child to God, having faith that even now God 
can bring that child into the right way. God can and 
will help the faith-filled and right-doing parent in 
behalf of a child committed to him by God, 


x 
Is It Right to Be Angry ? 


There are few words which are always used with 
the same meaning. This is peculiarly the case with 
words used in the English Bible. Hence it is im- 
portant to know what Hebrew or Greek word is em- 
ployed where an English word is given in the transla- 
tion. A valued Sunday-school worker in Alabama 
thus inquires concerning a word of this sort : 

I believe, and teach my class, that it is wrong to be angry, in 
any sense in which we ordinarily use the word ; yet there is 
a Bible verse (*' Be ye angry and sin not; let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath,’’ Eph. 4 : 26) which it is difficult to 
explain in this connection. I do not think this verse is really 
in conflict with the general teaching of Scripture on this point, 
yet I would be glad if you could give me some light on its 
meaning, some simple explanation that I can give my boys. 

Several Hebrew and Greek words are alike trans- 
lated ‘‘anger’’ or ‘‘angry.’’ These words severally 
mean ‘‘ snorting,’’ ‘‘ indignation,’’ ‘‘fury,’’ ‘‘ wrath,’’ 
‘¢ heat,’’ ‘« sadness,'’ ‘‘ transgression,’’ and 
soon. The context, showing the circumstances and 
connections in which the particular word is used, may 
aid in showing its true meaning in that case. If a 


** spirit,”’ 
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young man sees an evil-doer attempting to murder 
his mother, he ought not to be content with a loving 
word of remonstrance. It is his duty to prevent that 
crime, even if he has to strike down the arm that is 
raised toslay his mother. But if that son has averted 
the intended crime, he has no right to indulge in 
bitterness against the would-be criminal. Strong 
feeling against purposed or attempted crime is right 
and proper, but bitterness against: the would-be 
criminal is wrong and unjustifiable. This is the 
Bible teaching. This is right in any part of the 
country, and in view of any sort of wrong doers. In 
this way we should be angry and not sin, not retain- 
ing bitterness toward the wrong doer after the wrong 
is averted. Anger, in the sense of strong excited 
indignation against the wrong, is a positive duty 
for a child of God and a follower of Christ. But 
wrath, in the sense of continued bitter feeling toward 
the wrong doer, is not right in one who would heed 
Christ or show his spirit. This distinction should be 
understood and taught. 


Marion Lawrance’s 





Question Box 


The Generai Secretary of the International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion will answer here questions on Sunday-school matters—o# biblical 
questions—that are of general interest. If not answered here, they will 
be replied to personally Address ‘* Marion Lawrance’s Question 
Box,’’ The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





Note,—Professor Theodore F, Wright, General Secre- 
tary for the United States of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund, writes: ‘* The issue for 7th of November gave price 
of collotypes [of the raised map of Palestine] as 78 cents. 
This is a misunderstanding, as I can mail them singly for 
50 cents,’”’ 

LA FAYETTE, IND.—Will you inform me in your next issue 
what is the best Sunday-school record now in use for keeping 
the record of the school ?—G. B. K. 

There is no ‘** best’’ Sunday-school record. There is an 
endless variety of these books on the market. The only 
way to satisfy your needs is to look over a stock or catalog 
until you find the one you want. ‘This will not be easy, 
because superintendents are so far apart in their views on 
this subject. Any good Sunday-school supply house will 
furnish you samples to choose from. Consult the adver- 
tising columns of The Sunday School Times. 

SELMA, ALA.—1. Is the use of badges, printed programs, 
etc., at small conventions desirable ? 

2. Should Decision Day be announced beforehand, or will 
that tend to keep some of the scholars away? 

3. Please suggest three or four books that a county primary 
secretary should have and read. 

4. Are there any counties in the United States having paid 
secretaries devoting their whole time to the work ? 

5. Where the church can afford it, is the salaried Sunday- 
school superintendent desirable ? 

6. We want to get our scholars to bring and use their Bibles 
at Sunday-school. Please tell us just how to do it,—how you 
do it in your Sunday-school. What is the ‘‘ Present Bibles"’ 
drill, and the ‘‘motto"’ that I hear you use? 

7. Should primary departments join in the opening or clos- 
ing exercises of the main school, or both, or neither ? 

8. What system, if any, of lesson marking, would you advise ? 

9g. We are thinking of publishing in the county paper, at the 
end of each quarter, the names of those scholars who pass the 
quarterly examination on graded work, and answer eighty per 
cent or more of the written review questions. Would this be 
a good plan ?—L. C, P. 

1. Yes, if you have plenty of money to do it with, 

2. I think it is better that your teachers should know 
about it beforehand, but I would not announce it in the 
open school, Talk about decisions a good deal, and about 
Decision Day very little. 

There are no books bearing directly upon the duties 
of the county primary secretary, but there will be, one of 
these days. Books for primary workers have often been 
recommended in this column, Black’s * Practical Primary 
Plans ’’ ($1) is one of the best. 

4. Yes, but not many. They are mostly those containing 
large cities, 

5. Yes. 

6. The officers and teachers should first decide that it is 
desirable to have the Bibles brought, They should then 
set a good example by bringing their own Bibles. Make it 
Clear to the scholars that you want them to bring their 
Bibles, except those who are too young to read. Have a 
show of Bibles every day. This is what we mean by 
“Present Bibles.’’ Read the Bibles every Sunday in 
some other way than simply reading the lesson. Some 
schools mark the presence of the Bible on the class card as 
carefully as they do the presence of the scholar. In some 
schools the bringing of the Bible is necessary to earn the 
honors of the school, 

7. If you have suitable rooms and a competent primary 
superintendent, let the primary department be wholly 
separated, coming into the main room only on special 
occasions, 

8. Use the system best adapted to your own school. 
The size of the school and the requirements made of 
scholars has something to do with it. A percentage plan 
is good. 

9. Yes. 
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For the Home Department 
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Among the Charcoal Burners 


I question if any other Home Department is conducted 
under just the conditions that exist in the town of P. V, in 
New York. 

P. V. is . mountainous district of forty-five square miles, 
and a population of about eleven hundred. There 
Methodist minister in the whole township, and, as it is a 
very hard and undesirable charge, few men are willing to 
go there at all, and for many years it has been sorely 
neglected. 

There are three preaching stations in the valleys, but the 
mountain people seldom attend the services, often cannot 
by reason of distance. What to do for this comn 
long been a problem which has been partially solved by 
Miss A , who came a stranger into the county about a 
year and a half ago. She has organized a Home Depart 
ment among the people in the most inaccessible districts, 


Is one 


unity has 


which includes men, women, and children, and now num 
bers forty-seven. 

She visits them all once a quarter. Besidgs her bible 
and quarterlies, she takes papers and magazines adapted 
to all ages, which she distributes in the families. She is 


really pastor to these charcoal burners and wood choppers, 
and mountain farmers, who have long had a reputation for 
being idle, shiftless, and often vicious, 

Trhey watch for her coming, and welcome her help and 
sympathy, as well as the papers, which they are glad to get 
Many of them have no other reading, and the best informed 
take only a county paper. There is a mail but 
week, and then irregularly, as some one brings it t 
the valley. 

It takes Miss A—— at least two days to visit her scat 
tered class, and requires driving over steep and rough 
mountain roads a distance of thirty-five miles if she spends 
the night on the field, or fifty if she is obliged to return 
home.—Z. /. Foster, Carmel, N.Y. 


once i 


p irom 


~ 


As a Substitute-Teacher Supply 


The Presbyterian Sunday-school of Newton, New Jersey, 
makes use of its Home Department to reinforce its supply 
of teachers For several years every class in the Sunday- 
school, besides its regular teacher, has had a substitute 
teacher pledged to take the class when the regular 
teacher cannot be present. These substitute teachers 
are all enrolled in the Home Department, and _ study 
the lesson regularly. They are thus enabled to keep 
up with the events of the lesson course, and are not en- 
tirely unprepared to teach, even when called upon in an 
emergency, though the regular teacher usually sees his 
substitute several days in advance of his absence. The 
class with no teacher in that Sunday-school is a rarity. — 
The Rev, E. Morris Fergusson, Trenton, N. / 


% 





How it Grows and Branches Out 


Would you like to hear about a Home Department down 
here in the Southland, which started with one member and 
now has over hundred enrolled, with a branch of 
thirty-five in another part of the city, and another branch 
in a little country town ? 

About four years ago, it being necessary for a teacher to 
give up her class in the regular church school, she proposed 
to her pastor and superintendent that she start a Ilome 


one 


Class Department. 

Their consent, and also that of the teachers of the school, 
having been most heartily given, with the assurance that 
the necessary funds were at her disposal, she began work. 
Obtaining six quarterlies similar to those used in her own 
aimed the 
These were easily obtained, and every quarter 


church school, she first quarter to enrol five 
members. 
the reports handed in to the pastor and superintendent 
showed a steady increase both in membership and cor 
tributions, 

Mothers whose children attended the 
were asked to join, so that, when the children happened to 
ask some question at home about the lesson, they might be 
prepared to answer it. 

Boys and girls who were ‘*too big’’ to attend Sunday 
school, or who were obliged to work on that day, were in 
vited to join, and quite a number did so, 
pleased to find they were still remembered in connection 
with the Sunday-school. 

Invalids and young couples, some of them former teachers 
in the schoo!, those who were absent from the city for a 
while, and those who lived far from thei: 


church to send their little ones to the school, were urged 


Sunday-school 


seeming quite 


too own 
to join and teach them the lesson at home. 

In almost every case they consented very readily. Some- 
times the reply would be, ‘* Oh, I belong to too many things 


sé } 1] 
There will 


now, I cannot attend any more me¢ tings. 
be no meetings to attend ; you just promise to stu ly this 
lesson one half-hour every week.”’ ‘* Well, I can do that 


What are some of the results of this Home Department ? 


First 


a more systematic and extensive study of the Bible 





We will gladly send enough free specimen coptes of 
The Sunday School Times for three consecutive 
wecks to supply each member of your Home Depart- 
ment with J vou will send us the names of 
the flome Departme nt members, we will send the spect 
men copies to the a of the 





a copy. [}f 


(dresses members, or, if 


prefer, we will send the papers in a package each w k 
fo vour own or any other address for distribution. 
lidress The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 


Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia. 











in the home; second, a constant reminder through the 
Visitor, each quarter, of the duty of church attendance 
third, a starting of the little children to the Sunday-school, 
touching in that way the Cradle Roll, and bringing the 
whole family under the influence of the Sunday-school ; 
fourth, a more friendly feeling among the church people, 
and an added interest in the various missionary objects 
contributed to by the church and school; and, fifth, the 
organizing of about six other Ilome Departments in con- 
nection with that many Sunday-schools.—/da 2B. Ande? 
New Orleans, La, 


on 


% 


Simple By-Laws for the Messengers 


Among the prominent Sunday-schools in Connecticut 
that make much of the Home Department is the First Con 
gregational of Middletown, two hundred home 
students are taken care of by bright messenger boys, who 


are given a white card containing these by 
that any school could adopt them : 


and its 


laws,-—so simple 





FIRST CHURCH SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


MIDDLETOWN, CONN 
MESSENGER SERVICI 
By-Laws 
1. This organization shall be kno the Messenger 


Department of the First Church Sunday-school of Middle- 
town, Connecticut 

2. Its leadership shall be in the hands of 
be appointed by the officers of the sc 

3. Its membership shall be open to any boy over t 


and under sixteen years of age, who is willing to undertake 


i manager, to 


velve 


the work, and will agree to the following rules 

tr. The button badge must be worn only when on duty 

c. Care must be taken not to soil or mar papers, books, 
or packages to be delivered 

3. ‘The most prompt service possible must be rendered 

4. Every messenger must cultivate habits of politeness 
and courtesy. 

5. All members must be prompt and regular in atten- 
dance at Sunday-school 

6. Looking to Christ for help, each member must en- 


deavor to be honest, kind, and helpful everywhere 











* 


\ discouraged pastor at a district Sunday-school conven 
tion in Carroll County, New Hampshire, said, ‘* Our field 
is peculiar, I don’t think we can work the Home De 
partment.’’ Before the day closed he told Mrs. Stebbins 
that he had found a woman for superintendent, and would 
begin right away. Another pastor said enthusiastically : 
** Why can’t the churches of our town combine, district 
the town, and push the Home Department into every 


home ?’’ Why not?—/. B. Stil President Carroll 
County Sundary-sch Issocitation 
~ 
The Sunshine Band 
What the ‘* Messenger Service’’ is to the boys the 


**Sunshine Band ”’ is to the girls,—an agency used by the 
Sunday-school to train in personal work for Christ our girls 
and 


love 


from eight to fifteen years of age Pheir first 
deepest loyalty is given to the department that needs them 
most, and for which they at first solely labored, the Home 
Department. however, in work- 
ing for any 


‘** Shine for Jesus.’’ 


rhey find great pleasure, 
may be in need, ‘Their 
Any girl of the age named is eligible 
for membership. ‘They are under the leadership of a 
superintendent called ‘‘ leader; ’’ this the 
Hiome Department superintendent, or one of the Visitors 
best adapted for the office, and a committee, composed ot 
the p the the 
Dorcas, 


one who motto is, 


one is usually 


residents of various women’s societies in 

church, foreign and ladies’ aid, 
‘= 

guilds, etc. These furnish lines of study and work to be 


lone by the **Sunshine Band ”’ 


home missions, 


at their meeting 


his newest child of the Hlome Department working 
force is only about two years old, but she is so attractive 
that a great deal of notice is being taken of her and many 
questions are asked regarding her. So she is w y to make 
her first bow to the public, in print, through the columns 





of the Times. she can speak for herself, 
and I am sure that the following report, as given by a twelve- 
year-old member of one of the Sunshine Bands, will be more 
interesting and instructive than anything that its founder 


could say about it 


Though young, 


REPORT OF 
JUNI 


ANNUAI rHE SUNSHINE 


I, 1903 


BAND, 


The Sunshine Band was organized October 14, 1901, at 


the home of Pearl Beaton. ‘There were just ten girls asked 


to join. All through the first year we met every Monday 
evening, except Home Department night, at the homes of 
the girls. We had good times, but we did not have much 


in this kind of work and experience, and did not do as well 
as we might have done. During the year we added several 


new members; two we were very glad to have, because 


(Continued en page 658) 


A 


a 


Ask Mrs. Stebbins ! 


One of the most prominent Home Department workers in America, 
Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins, Home Department Secretary of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island; will answer in this column questions 
bearing on any phase of this work. Send your questions to ‘* Mrs. 
Stebbins, care of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. If a reply by mail is desired, enclose stamp. 





PROVIDENCE, R. I How shall I 


for members ?—C. O. H 


commence my canvass 

Commence with your own church-members, Secure all 
of them that you can,—and I believe it possible in time to 
every Send The Sunday School Times three 
two-cent stamps for a pamphlet giving detailed directions 
for beginning the work. 


secure one, 


OKLAHOMA ¢ 
Messengers re 


their motto 


ey At Me 
nder to the 


Serve the Mightiest 


What special service can the 
main school? Where do they get 
from ?—C, B. R. 

The Messengers are very helpful to the teachers of the 
school in looking up absentees. When the teacher knows 
that she cannot call on the absent scholar as soon as she 
would like to, she writes a little note, which is carried to 
the absent member by the Messenger. Each boy may 
have several teachers whom he can They are 
valuable aids to the librarian in going for long-kept books, 
and in delivering them also to the shut-in members of the 
school. They are 
mittee of the Sunday-school, and they are always glad 
to furnish the evergreen invaluable about 
Christmas time. They are helps to the superintendent in 
distributing orders of hymn-books, etc., and in 
gathering them up at the close of the school. They are 
helps to the primary superintendent in placing the chairs 
and tables tor the little folks 


so serve, 


at the service of the decorating com- 
decorations so 


service, 


Oitentimes the janitor does 


not get around to do this, and, if this can be taken from 
his busy hands, it is appreciated, The Messengers’ motto 
comes from the legend os mt ¢ hristopher, to be found in 
almost any collection of German legends at any public 
library rhe strong and heroic appeals to the boys, and 


for this reason this motto was selected. 


EXETER, N. Hf Where can you find a superintendent for 


t! vork in a church where every worker is used to the limit? 
(3. | \ 
Kegardless of what the person may be doing, decide on 
the one that in your judgment is the best fitted for the 
position, Valk the work over with her, and, if you can 


make her realize the importance of it, offer to help relieve 
her of some of the burdens that she is lo illus- 
trate: Mrs. A is the right one for the work. She has 
come to realize the need of the Home Department, and is 


carrying 


anxious that one be started. She is the secretary of the 
missionary society. Now there is Mrs. B——, who is 
always present, and thoroughly interested in’ missionary 
work, but who has never taken any active part as a leader. 
She could, if she would. Mrs. A and the pastor go to 
see her, and explain why Mrs, A must give this work 
up. ‘They agree to stand by Mrs. B—— if she will take 


the position ; and, realizing that she can have help in be- 


ginning, she agrees to do the best that she can. You have 
begun to develop another leader in your church work. 

Mi \ is also the chairman of the ladies’ charitable 
society Mrs. ¢ is a splendid cook, and knows just 


how to serve a in the church, but she has never 


the responsibility, 


supper 


been willing to assume always willing 





to help. Very well. In like manner see Mrs, C—— as 
you did Mrs, B——, and you will find the same result can 
be had. And so continue until you leave this woman that 
you are sure is the best one for your Home Department 


superintendent free to do this most important work, One 
pastor says that he has in this manner developed eleven 
fine church workers, and has a Home Department superin- 
tendent that cannot be excelled. One superintendent thus 
secured says, ‘*I have been promoted from the culinary 
department of the church and from office work to the evan- 
gelistic department of the church, and those who have taken 
the places that I used to fill are doing the position much 
I ever did 4 


more justice than they are great successes, and 


are ¢ f that comes from leadership.”’ 


njyoyving Un power 
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What Live Superintendents. Are Doing 








Remarkable Written Work in 
Chicago Sunday-Schools 


OR the last three years the Cook County (Chicago) 

F Sunday-school Association has been seeking to 
strengthen the educational department of Sun- 

day-school work by a carefully thought out but sim- 
ple and workable plan, combining home-study work 
with a quarterly written examination, This year, in 
order to emphasize the value of this sort of work and 
extend it to all the schools in the county, an exhibit 
of such work, actually done by the pupils, was made 
at the annual county convention. ‘To encourage the 
schools in making this exhibit, prizes were offered 
and publicly awarded as follows: A silk banner to 
the Sunday-school making the best exhibit; a silk 
banner to the c/ass making the best exhibit; anda 
gold medal to the individual scholar making the best 
exhibit. Eleven Sunday-schools participated. 

Although the committee was very careful to state in 
the invitation that exhibits on any series of lessons 
might be made, yet all the exhibits were from schools 
using the uniform lesson system. 

The following summary of some of the exhibits will 
explain quite fully the work done by these schools : 


THE MorGAN PARK Baptist BIBLE SCHOOL 


All the examination papers written upon the work of the 
winter quarter, 115 papers, 65 graded excellent, or 90 
to Ivo per cent, 

Enrolment of school. . . . « « «+ 275 
Average attendance, 1902 . . . «. . 203 
Present examination, Sunday, May 29 . 201 

Of the 22 classes in the school, 18 participated in the 
examination, —all but the two primary classes, the adult 
Bible class, and the normal class. 

These written reviews have been conducted regularly 
every quarter for just three years. 

Of the 25 questions on the paper, pupils using advanced 
or senior quarterlies answered any 20; those using the in- 
termediate quarterlies, any 15 questions; those using the 
primary quarterlies, any 10 questions. 

Time of examination, 30 minutes, 

A very few papers, written at home, but without help, 
are added ; also 30 books containing work written at home 
weekly, in preparation for the examination, 


I. B. BurGeEss, Superintendent, 


ENGLEWOOD BAPTIST SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
Written review, Does not include 
50 questions on each paper. 
Only 30 minutes allowed in which to write answers. 286 
papers returned, 


first quarter, 1903. 
adult nor primary classes. 


53° lasses re pre sented, 


58 papers marked 100 (perfect) 


21 ‘6 oS (one answer wrong) 
24 a “9 90 (two $6 si ) 
22 “ se 04 (three oe “ ) 
15 “ ai g2 (tour “ 2 I ) 

7 a ee go (hive “ ey ) 
147 

More than 50 per cent above 90. 
W. G. Brunson, Superintendent. 


RIDGEWAY AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

Home-study work and written examination covering one 
quarter. 10 questions on each lesson ; 25 questions in the 
examination ; the whole school participated. 


GEORGE A, HoGGer, Superintendent, 


The committee examining the papers and awarding 
the medals was composed of the following eminent 
scholars and Sunday-school workers : J. H. George, 
D.D., president Chicago Theological Seminary ; 5. C. 
Bronson, D.D., Northwestern University ; Professor 
Nathaniel Butler, Ph. D., University of Chicago ; and 
Messrs. C. H. Brand and Thomas FE. D. Bradley, 
superintendents of the Oakland Methodist and Third 
Presbyterian Sunday-schools respectively. 

The committee expressed themselves as _ being 
highly pleased with the character of work which this 
exhibit indicated was being done by the Sunday- 
schools. Professor Butler says : ‘* This exhibit shows 
that the work is being systematically and carefully 
done, and much more than has hitherto been done 
in our secondary schools. The work shows very care- 
ful previous study and methodical arrangement of the 
matter.’’ Several members of the committee ex- 
pressed themselves as being surprised and pleased 
with the careful and thorough work which the exhibit 
manifested. In making the awards, they took into 
consideration the number of participants in propor- 
tion to the enrolment, the scope of work covered, and 


the character of the papers. The awards were made 


as follows: The best school exhibit, to the Morgan 
Park Baptist ; the best class exhibit, to the Humboldt 
Park Baptist; the best individual exhibit, to Miss 
Ada Wink, of the Emerald Avenue Presbyterian 
Sunday-s« hool.— WW. C. Pearce, Chic ago, 


‘<p 
How We Graded Our School 


emg our need was greatenough! It had been 

the custom, when a new comer entered the 

school, to introduce him to the superintendent, 

who usually assigned him to a class without asking 

questions as to age or school grade, but, sizing up a 

boy in a general way, would put him in the first suit- 
able class that entered the superintendent's mind. 

To make matters worse, quite a number became 
members of the school without the required introduc- 
tion and assignment by the superintendent. Zealous 
teachers would invite persons to the school, and be- 
cause of a personal liking, or even acquaintance, with 
that teacher, the new one preferred going into her 
class. And members of the school, being urged to 
build up the school by securing new pupils, would 
bring the same to their own class, regardless of their 
suitability for said class. 


How We “ Worked It Up” 

The need of a change was impressed on the super- 
intendent’s mind constantly, and he saw that some- 
thing must be done. We had frequently heard of 
‘« graded schools,’’ but had little knowledge of what 
they really were. Sunday-school workers of whom 
we inquired had no experience and diverse opinions, 
One claimed to have a graded school because they 
had several departments, as we had, but we felt confi- 
dent theirs was as badly mixed as our own. 

By the aid of some reading-matter, notably Hurl- 
but's ‘‘Seven Graded Schools,’’ we got a fair idea of 
what a graded school is ; and then we realized that to 
make ours one meant an entire reorganization, —the 
breaking up of classes, severing, in many instances, 
tender relations between teachers and pupils, and 
re-forming them into new classes and new departments. 

The subject was first broached to the officers, and 
then cautiously to some of the leading teachers. The 
book above referred to was handed to several in order 
that they might have a fair understanding of the 
matter, and be prepared to discuss it intelligently 
when brought before the Sunday-school Board. 

The Board was favorably impressed when the mat- 
ter was presented, but subsequently the report of its 
special committee, recommending entire reorganiza- 
tion, caused misgiving by some who feared dissatis- 
faction and rebellion on the part of the pupils. But 
those of us who had been facing the conditions feit 
that the knife must be applied, if necessary; for the 
wound would surely heal, and the operation was bound 
to prove successful. 

Our plans were well matured before bringing them 
to the attention of the school. Two weeks before 
the time appointed, we printed on the blackboard, 
‘Grading and Promotion Day, January 17."’ 

The teachers immediately explained to their pupils 
that the classes would be reorganized, but they did 
not know how the members would be assigned, nor 
what classes they would teach, but it was best for the 
school and the duty of all to fall into line. Curiosity 
was aroused and much interest manifested as to where 
each was to be placed. 


How We Did the Grading 

Several weeks previous to this—it was just before 
the holidays—cards were handed to the teachers for 
the new enrolinent. 





Class No 
Register No. 


Date of f ling 


First M. E. Sunday-School 
Bellaire, Ohio. 


Name 
Address 


Day-school Room 
Age Building Nx 
Member of church Is father churct 
If so, name of church Name of urch 


Is mother church-member How many in family? ver 
Name of church Under 16 16 


member ? 











We emphasized from the desk the importance of a 
prompt enrolment, and added zest to it by informing 





the school that the Christmas treat would be based 
upon it. It therefore behooved the pupils to see they 
were properly enrolled by their teacher, otherwise 
they would not be included at Christmas, 

Our departments were to be as follows: 


AGES (about) SCHOOL GRADE 


Primary 3 to 8 No. 1 and under, 
Intermediate 8 to 12 No. 2 to 5. 

Junior. . 12 to 16 No. 6 to 9. 

Senior. ... .. .16 and over. Advanced high -school 


pupils and adults. 

When the cards were all in, the committee treated 
each one as a unit, assorting them by sex, school 
grade, and age. They were made up in bunches, 
representing classes, no attention being paid to their 
present class or teacher. Afterwards these skeleton 
classes were gone over carefully, modifying in some 
instances where children were extremely large for 
their age, or were back of their associates in school 
grade occasioned by sickness or other cause. The 
grading was based mainly on school grades, 

Here is a sample of a proposed class : 


CLASS NO, 4 (GIRLS) AGE SCHOOL GRADE 
Fanny Tallman. a 2 
Virginia Grafton 8 2 
Gladys Wilkinson . 8 2 
Helen Long .8 2 
Maud Strahl .8 2 
Dora Swisher . 9 2 
Jessie Welsh 9 2 


In this class were seventeen girls, ages seven to 
nine, all in the same school grade. 
Promotion Sunday 

All looked forward to promotion Sunday. The 
teachers had placed themselves in position to be 
assigned to any class the superintendent thought ad- 
visable. By this plan teachers could be changed as 
well as pupils, and in the grand change incident to 
the day, it would hardly be noticed. At any other 
time it would cause comment. 

Several were transferred from one department to 
another, one from a senior class to a class just out of 
the primary. This opportunity to change teachers 
without friction is of great value, and I consider one 
of the best features of the system. 

After Christmas we expected the attendance to de- 
crease. Not so, As promotion day drew near, the 
attendance increased, and when it arrived the whole 
school, almost, was on hand expectant. The bright 
eyes of the children shone with excitement, because 
they like change and novelty, and the teachers were 
even more deeply interested. 

At the close of the lesson study the school repaired 
to the church auditorium, and, commencing at the 
smallest, the new classes were formed. First the 
teacher was called to the front, then the names of 
members to compose her new class were read, and 
they came forward and surrounded her. After form- 
ing, they marched to the places assigned them, the 
smaller classes in the front, graduating in size toward 
the rear. In a few moments the whole school was 
reorganized and completely changed from what it had 
been a half-hour before. 

How It Works 

Of course we expected dissatisfied ones. We were 
agreeably surprised to have not over a half-dozen 
complaints. Several of these we were able to reason 
with, and they accepted the new order of things. 
Three or four rebellious ones we had to handle as 
best -we could, knowing that these scattered cases 
would adjust themselves in future promotions. 

Two or three weeks afterward our attendance 
reached the high-water mark, and the interest since 
is greater than ever before. 

Next January we expect to have another ‘‘ promo- 
tion day.’ There are two plans suggested. One is 
that the teacher remain where she is, while the class 
advances one number. This would mean that prac- 
cally every class would have a new teacher. The 
other plan provides that the teacher stay with her 
class until they reach the top of that grade. She 
would then start at the bottom of the grade again 
while her class goes up to the next department. By 
the latter plan she would stay with her class about 
three years. 

Whether the novelty and interest caused by having 
a new teacher each year offsets the advantage of the 
good that can be accomplished in individual cases by 
a longer association is a matter we expect to consider 
and decide before the next promotion time arrives. — 
L. G. Battelle, Bellaire, Ohio. 
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ow William Byron Forbush Teaches a Class 








HEN ‘‘ class study of the lesson’’ was announced, 
the pastor stepped down from his superinten- 
dent's platform and joined seventeen healthy, 

active, American boys who were already on their way 
to aroom adjoining the main Sunday-school room, 
bearing on its door the words ‘‘ Pastor's Study.'’ How 
many pastors, I wonder, would be willing to entertain 
seventeen such angels in disguise every Sunday morn- 
ing, even for Bible study, in their own sacred church 
apartments ? 

I slipped into a chair at the back of the room, the 
door was closed, and Dr. William Byron Forbush and 
his class of boys were under full sail. The seventeen 
boys represented the class of which the full number 
is twenty-five,—a pretty good attendance for a rainy 
day. They ranged from fourteen to eighteen years, 
and were in no sense of the word ‘‘ model.'’ They 
were just as noisy, and restless, and interested or unin- 
terested—according to circumstances—as any ordinary 
score of boys of that ageare. There wasno attempt on 
the part of the leader toward repression. It was nota 
mothers’ meeting, nor a grandfathers’ forum ; it was 
a boys’ class, and that fact was not lost sight of for 
an instant by the skilled and tactful leader. 


Didn’t Try to Keep Them Seated 


When, for instance, another visitor present said he 
had in his hand some stones from the Sea of Galilee, 
and the boys sprang from their chairs and crowded 
around him to examine them, the leader made not 
the slightest attempt to check this or to keep them 
seated. Why should he? Is it not a natural and 
proper impulse to cross the room in order to examine 
something that bears on the lesson you are studying ? 
And if, being a boy, you cross the room more impetu- 
ously and noisily than your grandmother would, is 
that a sin to be checked? Dr. Forbush did not seem 
to think so, nor did he have any difficulty in taking 
up the interrupted thread of the lesson again after his 
boys weie seated. I do not recall that 1 once heard 
the word ‘‘don't'’ cross the leader's lips. 

To begin with, Dr. Forbush mentioned that it was 
time for a new secretary, and named one. ‘The ap- 
pointment was vociferously approved by the class. 
‘* Harry, will you take the offering? Aleck, just take 
that box of pencils and pass them,’’ came next, and 
I noticed that each boy had a blank book of his own. 

‘¢ We want to hear the first chapter of the Life of 
Christ, which was written last week by Charlie 
Dodge,'’ said Dr. Forbush. The rest followed their 
own books, while Charlie, whom I had noticed as one 
of the most rollicking and irrepressible of the seven- 
teen, read, in his own words, his chapter. ‘* Now 
let's hear Lawrence read the third chapter in our im- 
ayginary journey. This time the other boys listened, 
having nothing in their own books to follow. 


A New Kind of Lesson Help 


Dr. Forbush is taking his twenty-five boys through a 
course on the life of Christ, practically the same ground 
as that which the International Lessons will cover 
during the first six months of 1904. Beginning with 
the first lesson of the new year, he will write for The 
Sunday School Times, every week during this coming 
six months’ course, an article for teachers of boys and 
girls based on his actual teaching of these lessons on 
the Life of Christ which he has been conducting dur- 
ing this autumn and winter. His lesson article in 
The Sunday School Times during the first six months 
of 1904, therefore, will be unique in the field of lesson 
helps, giving the tested and matured results of an 
actual teaching, to a real class, of the lessons then 
under treatment. That teachers of boys’ and girls’ 
classes will eagerly use this new help is very evi- 
dent to one who has seen its practical success demon- 
strated. 

‘« That's very good,"’ said Dr. Forbush as Lawrence 
finished a vivid word picture of their imaginary 
journey in Bible lands; ‘‘Who shall we give the 
journey to for next Sunday? All right, Lester, you 
take it, and see what you can write on what you see 
in the picture. Take your books and write now 
Lesson IV, and where to find the material : Luke 3: 
1-20; John 1: 19-27; 3: 22-30. Clifford will try 
to report next week on who were some of the noted 
men while Christ was living.’’ 

Then another boy made a report as to what sort of 
food Jesus probably used, and what games he may 
have played. When jocular retorts or comments were 


made, they were instantly taken up and used in some 





By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 








way by the leader. He had asked, for instance, what 
food was in the bowls they had seen. 

‘* Mush and milk,’’ sang out one of the seventeen, 
whereat a general laugh followed. 

‘Well, it wasn’t quite as moist as we have it,”’ 
came the leader's answer as he smiled with the rest ; 
‘‘it was more a dry bread, with a sort of beans, or 
lentils.’." The boys saw the real similarity, and at 
once sobered down. 

Dr. Forbush drew a couple of lines on the black- 
board. ‘* We'll let this upper line represent the life- 
time of Christ, the first thirty years shown by the 
long division, and the closing three years by the short 
division at the right-hand end. ‘The life of John the 
Baptist began six months earlier, so we'll start the 
lower line just a little to the left ; his public ministry 
began a little earlier than Christ's, so we'll mark that 
accordingly ; and he died a year earlier. You'll draw 
that diagram in your books, and then put down the 
names as I have them.'’ Dr. Forbush rapidly ex- 
plained in this way as he wrote on the board, draw- 
ing out some of the facts by questions, until in a 
moment it stood in this way : 











t t—1 CHRIST 
{ t—1 JOHN THE BAPTIST 
CHRIST JOHN THE BAPTIST 
SON OF 
MARY ELIZABETH 
DAVID AARON 
KINGS PRIESTS 











Connecting John the Laptist with the prophets, the 
boys were asked wherein John and Elijah were at all 
alike. Interesting comparisons were arrived at. For 
instance, they came from a similar, if not the same, 
place,—the wilderness. John's use of water in bap- 
tism and Elijah’s use of water in the famous Baal- 
Jehovah conflict were noted. In noting these simi- 
larities the leader used the board again. 


Stereoscopes and Photographs 

‘Will, please get the stereoscopes ; George, get 
the photographs ; and Sidney, you collect the pencils. 
Now, boys, just look at the map a minute, [the 
leader hastily sketched on the board the roughest sort 
of an outline of Palestine, locating the Jordan and the 
Sea of Galilee], so as to get your points of compass. 
This is where you're standing, looking toward the 
northeast,’ and he drew a little mark on the map, 
locating the point from which the stereoscopic photo- 
graph in the boys’ hands had actually been taken. 

Then came the most interesting feature of that day's 
work, —the close, exhaustive study of the photograph 
which every boy in the room had in his stereoscope, 
accompanied by a rapid-fire question-and-answer com- 
ment by leader and boys on what they found there. 
Only two pictures were used, and the most of the 
study was given to the first picture, which showed the 
marvelous gorge of the Brook of Cherith and what is 
called to-day the Elijah Convent, in Palestine. As 
the boys’ heads were in the hoods of the stereoscopes, 
and their eyes glued to the wonderful picture that 
stood out there in startlingly real perspective, they 
and the leader talked over the picture and the lesson. 
A characteristically dressed Arab was standing in the 
foreground, firing his long-barreled, deadly-looking 
rifle across the great gorge ; the smoke from the dis- 
charge was floating lazily out over the gorge, and gave 
one a hint of the depth and extent of that great ravine. 
Far at the other end stood out, in white boldness, the 
so-called Elijah Convent. 

The leader drew out from the boys their thoughts 
on the prophet John the Baptist, who perhaps had 
trod, twenty centuries before, the very ground they 
were looking at. He was a dark-skinned, solitary 
man. He didn’t talk very much. Would he flatter 
you? No! ‘*You're a viper,’’ he said to some. 
He spoke right out. He used homely, familiar illus- 
trations, —‘‘ the ax is laid to the root of the tree."’ 

The leader showed on the blackboard-map the spot 
where Jesus and John met, and where Jesus was bap- 
tized. ‘* Your next picture will show you this,—it's 
a view of the Jordan,’’ he said. Just a word, but 








enough to make them all eagerness, and eyes and 
wits were sharpened. And then, as they put the next 
picture into place and studied it, he described it to 
them. ‘‘ You see, this is the Jordan as it actually is, 
not as it is in hymns and stories.’"" The photograph 
showed a baptism taking place, and several Orientals 
looking on in characteristic attitudes of curiosity. 
‘‘Why was Jesus baptized? Because he was sin- 
ful?'’' «*No,’’ ‘He was interested in John.’ 
‘* He wanted to do himself what he asked everybody 
else to do."’ 

‘‘I’'m going to ask Lawrence to write a Thanks- 
giving proclamation for this class,’’ said Dr. Forbush, 
‘cas if he were the governor. Bring it in next Sun- 
day, Lawrence. By the way, boys, who is it that 
claims to be another Elijah ?'’ 

‘« Dowie,’’ came the answer with a rush. ‘‘ Are 
there any similarities ?’’ Then the parlor-car travel, the 
diamond jewelry, the silk robe, and so on, were con- 
trasted with those two ascetic prophets of old, not 
overlooking, on the other hand, what could be com.- 
mended in the latter-day man, such as _ his total 
abstinence from drink and tobacco. 

‘«Give to Justin the pictures of the baptizing, and 
to Lester the pictures of the desert. Aleck, will you 
write on John for next Sunday? And Lester, on our 
journey as shown by to-day's pictures ?”’ 


Some Secrets of His Successful Teaching 

And so the forty minutes of class work passed all 
too quickly for the boys as well as for me. I had 
learned some of the secrets of this man's success with 
boys. He was their companion, while no less their 
leader. He forbade nothing that was in itself inno- 
cent and natural on their part, even if it was uncon- 
ventional, He guided and restrained them just as far 
as was really necessary, not a bit farther. He car- 
ried the lesson study as far as he needed to, and Ae 
stopped when the interest was keen. What a secret 
of successful teaching that last is! How its observ- 
ance would revolutionize the spirit of interest in some 
Sunday-school classes! Every teacher can, and every 
teacher ought to, deliberately plan to conclude each 
Sunday's teaching in that way. Save your best thing 
for the last. Stop when they wish you would go on. 
Then they'll want to come again, or, better still, they’ ll 
think and study on the lesson through the week. 

Dr. Forbush says, as to the picture part of the les- 
son study, that he tries to ‘* keep the boys’ heads in 
the hoods,'’—that is, in the stereoscopes, so that 
their interest is kept on the picture. If the heads 
come out, he will say: ‘*As you see,'’— calling 
attention to some detail in the picture, and back they 
go. but the picture study is no mere pastime. It is 
rigidly subservient to the study of the Bible lesson, 
and serves only to make the lesson, in all its actual 
setting, a living reality. Some of the girls’ classes in 
that school use the stereoscope in the same way. 
Giving the Boys Constant Responsibilities 

The boys themselves are given constant responsi- 
bility in things both small and large. Whether in 
passing or collecting pencils or pictures, or in pre- 
paring a chapter of the imaginary journey the class 
takes by these pictures, or a biographical sketch of 
John or Jesus, fhe leader never does himself what he 
can get his boys todo. The boy to whom a special 
piece of writing is assigned is on his mettle before the 
class. If he hasn't prepared it when Sunday comes 
around, he is likely to stay away rather than come 
unprepared. but he will have it the next Sunday, 
for he knows that it will not be given to any one else, 
but will be expected from him until he delivers it. 

In addition to the few specially assigned tasks for 
each Sunday, every boy makes his own book, week 
by week, and chapter by chapter, as has already been 
shown. All this involves regular attendance and 
serious attention, and Dr. Forbush gets both. Better 
still, most of his class are members of the church. A 
boy is rarely in the class more than a year or two 
without openly confessing Jesus Christ. 

While it is true that Dr. Forbush is an acknowl- 
edged and widely known expert in work with boys, 
there is nothing in his methods or successes that the 
average Sunday - school teacher cannot duplicate in 
the average class of boys or girls, if such teachers will 
simply give the necessary time and care to the work, 
Is it not worth all it costs to make the study of God's 
Word, in His House and on His Day, a factor of com- 
pelling interest in the life of the boys and girls of the 
world? It can be done. 

PHILADELPIIA 
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A Message from the Pied Piper 


of Hamelin 


HE greatest children's poem of the last 
fifty years is Robert Browning's ‘‘ Pied 
Piper of Hamelin.’ It is a rhyming ren- 
dering of a German legend, which narrates 
how the town of Hamelin, in Brunswick, 
suffered from a plague of rats to such a 
degree that at last the indignant lieges, flocking to 
the town hall, demanded from the councilors a rem- 
edy on pain of dismissal. These worthies racked 
their brains to no purpose, but, at the critical mo- 
ment, there was a rap at the door of the council 
chamber, and in there walked the strangest figure. 


‘* His queer long cout from heel to head 
Was half of yellow and half of red, 
And he himself was tall and thin, 
With sharp blue eyes, each like a pin, 
And lips where smiles went out and in.”’ 


Round his neck he wore a scarf, at the end of which 
dangled a pipe ; and, in fact, this was the Pied Piper, 
renowned east and west for his power of leading cap- 
tive with his music whatever had ears. He professed 
himself able to clear the town of the vermin, and the 
councillors eagerly assented to his terms when he 
demanded for this service a thousand guilders. 
Whereupon he stepped into the street, and applied 
the pipe to his lips, on which he had hardly played 
three notes, 


** When out of the houses the rats came tumbling, — 

Great rats, small rats, lean rats, brawny rats, 

Brown rats, black rats, gray rats, tawny rats, 

Fathers, mothers, uncles, cousins, 

Families in tens and dozens,’’ 
The Pied Piper marched them straight to the river 
Weser, into which they plunged, and the town of 
Hamelin was rid of the plague forever. Great was the 
joy of the population, and not less was the self-con- 
gratulation of the councilors, till up started the Pied 
Piper, and reminded them of his remuneration, 


‘* At this the mayor tooked blue, 
So did the corporation too,”’ 


The fact is, they had been spending too much on 
corporation luncheons, and could not afford the 
money. He warned them, but the business was done, 
as dead rats do not come to life, and the mayor began 
to threaten him. Whereupon the Piper again stepped 
down into the street, and, wrinkling his lips, blew on 
his pipe another strain, at which from square and 
street and alley came the children of the town: 


** All the little boys and yirls, 

With rosy cheeks and flaxen curls, 

And sparkling eyes and teeth like pearls, 

Tripping and skipping, ran merrily after 

The wonderful music with shouting and laughter.’’ 
He led them to the river,—not, however, into it, as 
the parents, looking on in consternation, dreaded, 
but over the bridge to the foot of the mountain oppo- 
site, where a door, never before visible, opened in 
the mountain side, and admitted them to a province 
of fairyland, where they were happy ever after. 

Such is the poet's rendering of an ancient legend, 
and it is evident that legend and poem are intended 
as a glorification of the power of art,—its power to 
attract attention, to enthral the feelings, and to sub- 
due the will. But teaching also is an art, and one 
artist may learn from another. The Pied Piper is an 
image of the Sunday-school teacher with her children, 
or of the Sunday-school itself, drawing the children 
of the world away from temptation and evil toward God 
and heaven. 

Wherein, then, lay the artist's power ? 

1. Jn his instrument. The councilors noted that 
the fingers of the Pied Piper were ‘‘ ever straying, as 
if impatient to be playing,’’ over the stops of his 
pipe ; and, as he stepped down into the street, he 
smiled a little smile, ‘‘ as if he knew what music slept 
in his quiet pipe the while.’’ His was a perfect in- 
strument, fashioned of the finest material, and so 
seasoned with practice that every atom of its structure 
was poised and ready to co-operate towards the de- 
sired end, 

What is the teacher's instrument? It is his Bible. 
And the class will almost know whether or not he 
loves it by the way he handles it ; because, if a teacher 
has for his Bible the same sentiments as the Pied 
Piper had for his instrument, he will handle it with a 
caressing touch. A teacher opening and beginning 
to expound the book is not unlike a musician sitting 
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down to an instrument; between one teacher and 
another there may be as wide a difference as between 
a bungler and a Paderewski, but there can be no 
doubt about the range and sweep of the more spiritual 
instrumeni. In Genesis, in the Psalms, in Isaiah, in 
St. John, in Romans, in Ephesians, what music sleeps! 
The great masters of exposition have brought it out. 
But there is new music for every honest student, and 
there are new notes and harmonies for every genera- 
tion. 

They say that in our day some of the proofs for the 
divinity of Scripture are breaking down. And this 
may be, because the apologetic of the church is for- 
ever changing. But there is one proof which is con- 
tinually growing upon every one who is familiarizing 
himself with the Bible, and this is its infinitude. Of 
other books you tire, or you exhaust them and toss 
them aside, but, as you advance in this study, one 
horizon appears beyond another; beneath every 
depth there is a lower deep, and you are sensible of 
contact with an infinite mind, 

2. In the susceptibility of the audience. What 
would the instrument of the Pied Piper have availed 
if there had not been in the children of Hamelin the 
power of responding to the concord of sweet sounds? 

So a teacher should have faith in the religious 
instincts of children. We do not need to forget that 
they are fallen creatures, or to adopt the insincere 
habit of speaking of their innocence. The children 
of the poet and the novelist often bear extremely little 
resemblance to those of the home or of the streets ; 
but it is with actual children that teachers have to 
deal, and nothing is gained by ignoring facts. Still, 
he was not in the habit of ignoring facts who said, ‘* To 
such belongeth the kingdom of heaven,’’ and ‘‘ Except 
ye turn and become as little children, ye shall in no 
wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.’’ Children 
are ‘‘not far from the kingdom of God.’’ Belief in 
the existence of God, in the infinite difference between 
right and wrong, in eternity with its heaven and hell, 
is easy to them. And not only do they believe in 
these things, but they feel them. Children can feel 
the terror of an offended God; they can feel the 
yearning for forgiveness and peace; they can feel the 
pathos of the love and death of the Saviour ; they can 
admire heroism ; they can be indignant at injustice 
and feel the glory of an unselfish cause. We do not 
half appreciate the depth of the thoughts or the range 
of the emotions of children. We forget our own 
childhood, —how we trembled at God's all-seeing eye, 
how kindled at tales of self-sacrifice, how we 
leaped up to grasp at noble ideals. But, depend upon 
it, the same sentiments are moving in the minds of 
the children around us, and the drama of their re- 
ligious experience is as profound as our own ever was. 

The probability is that, instead of being too deep for 
the children, most teachers do not go deepenough, Yet, 
on the other hand, teaching must be adapted to their 
faculties, and teachers must know which aspects of 
the truth will appeal to their hearts. The Pied Piper 
could never have made the children of Hamelin dance 
after him if he had played music suited for adepts. 
He had to play children’s tunes ; and teachers, in 
the same way, must study the nature of children, and 
present the truth to them in forms fitted to their 
mental and emotional capacities. 

3. ln the music of his own soul. What would the 
Pied Piper's instrument have availed, or what the 
musical susceptibility of the children of Hamelin, if 
he had not himself possessed musical genius, per- 
fected by long practice? It was this, in the last re- 
sort, that both gave him the mastery of his instrument 
and enabled him to sway the hearts of the children at 
his pleasure. 

So the prime qualification of every teacher of reli- 
gion is religion itself. This is the most elementary 
of all truths, yet it is the one which must be cease- 
lessly repeated, because the most fatal results follow 
from the neglect of it. The curse of Christianity has 
been the existence of teachers in no true or deep sense 
Christian. In our day, the motives at the back of 
religious work are numerous, and some of them are 
more than respectable, both in their character and 
virtue ; but none can take the place of religious 
passion. 

| sometimes 
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that it is the little 
enough that carries the day everywhere. 
happiness, for example, 


more than 
For physical 
what we need is enough 
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health and a little over. For commercial success we 
must have ability and diligence enough, and a little 
more, In the same way a teacher of religion requires 
not only enough religion, but a little extra. The soul 
must not only be full, but overflowing ; it is from the 
overflow that others receive spiritual benefit. This 
may appear a hard condition, but it is really the easi- 
est of all, because, while many gifts belong only to a 
few, spirituality is offered to all by Him who said, 
‘*l am come that ye might have life, and that ye 
might have it more abundantly."’ 

In the Sunday-school of my boyhood I remember 
the most notable of the teachers. Hedid not happen 
to be my teacher, but we all seemed to know him 
better than our own. He was no kith or kin of mine, 
but often he would lay his hand on my head, and say 
a few kindly words ; and, tothis day, whenever I am 
thinking of holiness, his image rises in my memory 
as the picture of a saint. So poor was he that I do 
not believe he ever in his life earned as much as ten 
shillings a week, yet he was the best known man in 
the town. To the death-beds of rich and poor he was 
summoned to offer up prayer, and, when he died, 
the population followed him ex masse to the grave. 
Long afterwards, when I was at college, and passing 
through the difficulties which, in our day, beset be- 
lief, he unconsciously helped me, because I knew 
that such a character, had not been produced by 
merely natural forces, and I was certain there must 
be a heaven, because he was manifestly on the way 
to it. The beauty of holiness is the supreme influ- 
ence of the teacher. Lessons may be forgotten. 
After a few years the children may be unable to re- 
call a single sentence the teacher has uttered ; but, if 
they have felt breathing from his life and character 
the spirit of Christ, this will never be forgotten, but 
in the struggles of the soul will repel the attacks of 
scepticism, and may, even after the aberrations of a 
sinful career, at last redeem the life from destruction, 

ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. 
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The Newsboys’ Christmas Dinner 
By Ephraim Weber 


MANAGED last Christmas quite to get away from 
myself. By waiting to see sixteen hundred news- 
boys eat their Christmas turkey I missed my own ; 

but the memory of that festivity is doing more for me 
than a pen of turkeys would, —unless I were to donate 
them to their next Christmas dinner, 

The very hall where young men are drilled to fight 
in battle happened to be the scene of a multitudinous 
jubilee, celebrating the birth of the Prince of Peace, 
the scene of a broad and beautiful good-will to a host 
of the tiniest public men. 

My friend who is inclined to deplore that the world 
is growing so selfish was there to see the feast. His 
dusky faith had a hard time in that tumult of glee. 
The greatness of the munificence (fourteen hundred 
more newsboys were feasted in another hall under the 
same auspices), and the wild gratitude of the lads, 
were of those forces that have an unexpected way of 
camping around a man’s heart and quietly besieging 
his old point of view. 

Each young knight of the pavements, as he tum- 
bled into place at the dream-like display of tables, 
plucked his flaglet out of his bun with a shout and a 
flourish ; and while waiting for their plates they 
snowballed one another with half-eaten or whole 
buns, clapping, whistling, cheering, stamping with 
superb unrestraint. When the band struck in, they 
drummed their sense of rhythm, hammering on their 
plates with spoons and forks. Some of the waiters, 
on making their first delivery, had to hold their trays 
high above their own heads to keep the viands from 
being snatched off. How the little cubs made away 
with the good things! While all this was going on, 
others were still galloping in with unbroken push, 
until the din and passion gathered such a volume of 
delight that our tears glistened. We had never heard 
such a prayer. Up in the northern silence we had 
lately left behind nature praises God as whisperingly 
on Christmas as on any other day ; but here, in this 
heart of humanity, the spirit of Christmas played a 
kind of sacred, tumultuous fugue, and each newsboy 
was a key. God bless them every one, whether they 
are as good as they might be or not! 

My friend and I are now daily beset with a new 
temptation: to buy more papers than we can skim 
over, 

We thought, while this scene was giving our eyes 
and ears more than they could manage, of those 
bachelors out in the northern silence who sit each 
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alone, alone, in his shack, at his staggering table, 
eating his beef and flapjacks. 

We thought, too, that there is hope for the great 
Christmas idea,—peace and good-will. When our 
regiment halls and armories are occasionally turned 
into dispensaries of love, may the generations to come 
after:us not hope to see swords beaten into plowshares 
and spears into pruning hooks? 

One thing more. There was a little colored boy— 
whose pardon I beg for introducing him only as a 
postscript. He saw that the right thing on such an 
occasion was to bring his table manners with him ; so 
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he fastened his napkin neatly under his chin, and ate 
like a little gentleman. I noticed a twofold beauty 
about this episode ; first, that he did not conform to 
what he thought bad; second, that the ruffians 
around him did not persecute him any more than 
they persecuted one another, although they noticed 
his oddity. How cosmopolitan-hearted it was when 
he got a piece of mince-pie thrown against his ear, 
and smiled! That smile of tolerance it has taken 
Christendom all these centuries to attain, and many 
of Christ's followers have not attained it yet. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
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V. CHICKORYVILLE’S NEW 
KIND 


OF CHRISTMAS 


O GREAT a har- 
mony of thought 
had pervaded the 
councils of the 
Chickoryville Sun- 
day-school that there had 
never been a serious differ- 
ence of opinion until the third 
Christmas. At the two pre- 
ceding ones the regulation 
festival, with its Santa Claus 
and tree, had given delight to 
the children and satisfaction 
to the teachers. But the 
minds of some of the leaders 





their co-operation. 





SYNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS CHAPTERS 

A wealthy old lady of Christian character and 
high spirit, Mrs. Granville, plans to save a de- 
praved community, Chickoryville, near her own 
prosperous City, by establishing a Sunday-school, 
and hopes at the same time to interest her three 
granddaughters in this Christian work. 
vites a number of persons to her house, and asks 
Earnshaw and Bascom, two 
wealthy young men, happen in unexpectedly, and 
amusedly consent to join in the work. 
a young lawyer, is made superintendent, a build- 
ing is fitted out, and the Sunday-school opens. 
In spite of determined efforts of the hoodlums to 
break up the school, it is successful. 
of the teaching problems and some of the gossip of 
pupils brings the reader to the present chapter. 


«“Pshaw 

‘¢It's so.’ 

‘«And see what it leads to. 
It's a vicious principle with 
a vicious tendency. There's 
that Haverford school that 
gives away checks for at- 
tendance and redeems them 
with shoes and stockings."’ 


She in- 


‘Mercy! Things have 
Winthrop, come to a pretty pass.’’ 
‘‘But if we don't give 


them presents the attendance 
will fall off. We always count 
on the holidays to build the 
school up to its highest notch. 
We've got to look out for 


An account 








of the enterprise had been 
upset by an aggressive effort on the part of The Sunday 
School Times to substitute a revolutionary scheme. 

On the last Sunday in November, at a meeting of 
the teachers and officers, the usual calm of such gath- 
erings was broken by the forever unwelcome voice of 
the reformer. This time, to the astonishment of 
every one, it was the conservative old banker who 
struck the ancient and entrenched ideas a resounding 
blow with the hammer of progress. 

‘(I'm sick of that plan of babying and pauperizing 
these people by giving them sweetmeats and jim- 
cracks,’’ he said quietly, but with unmistakable ear- 
nestness, when it came his turn to speak. 

Every one started as if a bombshell had exploded 
or Michael Corkell’s goat had once more plunged 
through the window. 

For a moment they gazed at the old gentleman in 
amazed silence, and then Mrs. Granville emitted an 
expressive ‘‘Humph!"’ while Winthrop remarked 
in a tentative way : 

‘*You've given us quite a shock, Mr. Dennison.”’ 

‘*T should think so!"’ the old lady declared a little 
hotly. 

‘‘I mean what I say,”’ he replied. 

‘‘And I hope you'll stick to it,’’ said some one in 
a low voice. 

‘«This sounds like sacrilege to me,"’ 
else in a very loud one. 

And then the excitement began. The peaceful 
camp was suddenly divided into two hostile armies. 
A depth of feeling undreamed of by others and un- 
suspected by themselves set everybody to talking. 
It looked for a few moments as if the very spirit of 
the cats and dogs had gotten into the hearts of these 
devoted and united friends. 

‘‘I believe Mr. Dennison is right,'’ said Sallie, 
‘and it seems to me absolutely silly to give those 
grown-up people such trifles. See how selfish and 
greedy it makes even them. I remember that old 
Mrs. Dalrymple went off mad last year because she 
didn’t get a box of candy. Think of it!"’ 

‘‘And they are so ungrateful,’’ snapped some one. 
To which another replied : 

‘‘Ungrateful? Of course. If you're doing this 
kind of work with any hope of gratitude you'd better 
quit. You might as well sow wheat on a slate roof 
and hope fora harvest. I never expect gratitude, and 
I'm never disappointed."’ 

‘« That's pessimism."’ 

‘«It's only experience."’ 

‘* Any way, the old plan is a bad education for the 
children. Instead of teaching them that it's more 
blessed to give than to receive, they get the impres- 
sion that a Sunday-school is nothing but an orange, 
to be squeezed and sucked."’ 


said some one 
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numbers.”’ 

‘‘Evangelization is not the science of numbers. 
Mere size is not success. A very big school may 
possibly be a very bad school."’ 

‘But, if it’s good, it’s all the better for being big.'’ 

‘«That's not to the point.”’ 

‘«The point is that to give the children these pres- 
ents makes them happy, and it's our duty to give them 
as much pleasure as we can."’ 

‘‘Not if pleasure does them harm, and, anyway, 
they'll be twice as happy if they do something for 
some one else."’ 

‘‘Whom can they do it for?’’ 

‘Well, I wish every question was as easy to 
answer. There's old Mrs. Jones, whose husband 
died last week. She's sick, and her little daughter 
Jennie, is nursing her. They'll starve if some one 
doesn’t help them. Let's persuade the school to ‘set 
them up’ for the winter.’’ 

‘‘T won't vote for it. I stand for Santa Claus and 
the tree."’ 

‘‘] will. I'm sick and tired of some of the selfish- 
ness I've seen in my class. Little Bill Naylor's 
father gave him two nickels last Sunday, telling him 
‘‘one’s for yourself and one for the Lord.’' He 
dropped one of them down a crack, and then said, 
quicker than a flash, ‘*Pa, I've lost the Lord’s 
nickel."’ 

The laugh that greeted this disclosure of unadul- 
terated human nature seemed to clear the atmosphere, 
and the discussion became less loud and acrid. 

As usual, the line of cleavage ran in curious and 
unpredictable directions. 

Sallie sided with Mr. Dennison, 
Mr. Winthrop sided with her. 

Rachel took the part of her grandmother and Mr. 
Earnshaw took the part of Rachel, the similarity of 
the views of these couples being remarkable. 

Some were in doubt ; others changed their opinions 
during the debate. There seemed no end to the dis- 
cussion, and every one began to get cross again. A 
new and aggressive teacher, who had gotten every- 
body down on him by his self-assertiveness, now put 
them into the very worst of tempers by saying in his 
high and mighty way : 

‘‘I'm for progress. 


and, of course, 


I believe in keeping up with 
the procession. If the leading schools in the country 
are going in for this reform, I’m for following. 
The Sunday-school is a naturally conservative and 
balky institution, and it has to be jabbed up a little 
now and then."’ 

As he finished his oracular deliverance Mrs, Gran- 
ville, who could never hear her favorite organization 
attacked without showing fight, turned on him. 

‘«Jabbed up, eh!'’ she exclaimed. ‘I once heard 
of a man who built a fire under a balky horse, and he 
took just four steps forward and burned the wagon to 
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acoal, That's what comes from ‘jabbing things up’ 
too fast."’ 

Everybody laughed but the ‘‘jabber,'’ and Win- 
throp took advantage of their momentary good humor 
to put the question to a vote. 

To the surprise of every one, it was ten for the new 
scheme and five for the old; and then Mrs. Gran- 
ville, with her fine magnanimity, moved to make it 
unanimous, to which they all agreed. 

But that vote of courtesy did not prevent the frost 
from striking the Chickoryville Sunday-school on the 
next Lord's Day, when Mr. Winthrop announced the 
Christmas program. The jaws of the children fell, 
and the faces of even the old people in the Bible 
class were almost as long as their arms. Ominous 
head-shakes were seen all over the room, and even 
muttered denunciations were heard. 

The attendance of the following Sunday diminished 
alarmingly, and reports were heard that several of 
the pupils had gone off to schools in the city. Some 
of the teachers were panic-stricken, and ready to sur- 
render, but the plucky superintendent was only 
aroused to new endeavors. He made up his mind 
that, if this was the way the pupils felt, it was evidence 
enough that a new system was needed, and that this 
was a providential opportunity to bring the school up 
to a higher level of Christian feeling and purpose. 

At the close of the session, therefore, he omitted 
his ordinary review of the lesson, and made them an 
address that did the business. 

‘« Imagine the young child Jesus running off to an- 
other Sunday-school because his teachers wouldn't 
give him a box of candy and a tin whistle!’ he said, 
in a burst of scorn, at its close. 

His words were fiery, and perhaps a little rough, 
but he stopped the stampede, and aroused a gener- 
ous enthusiasm for the new plan. The teachers fol- 
lowed up his lead in their classes, and the scholars 
caught the contagion of good feeling. A generous riv- 
alry sprang up. The ideaof putting the Widow Jones 
in shape to meet the hardships of the winter awak- 
ened the liveliest feelings of sympathy and helpful- 
ness. Never before had there been such genuine 
interest in the day of good-will. Even the deserters 
came sneaking back, and the night of the festival saw 
the house packed to the doors. Children and grown 
people came, loaded down with presents, which they 
stacked in a great pile on the platform until it looked 
like a grocery store, or even a county fair. There 
was enough to feed two such families as Mrs. Jones's, 
and every one was happy. Not an unkind word was 
said, whether unkind emotions were felt or not. 
Probably there were. Pickpockets would sooner miss 
a street parade than the devils of jealousy and envy 
such an occasion as this. But, at any rate, the bad 
feelings were kept out of sight, which is a great tri- 
umph,—just as itis to keep mad dogs under water 
until they're drowned. 

Santa Claus was missed, of course,—the dear old 
Santa Claus of the white whiskers and the fur over- 
coat, with his big bass voice and his pack of toys, 
but it did not follow that he was absent because he 
did not wear his regulation suit of clothes. Grubs 
are not absent from gardens simply because they are 
not in their cocoons. Who knows but they may be 
hovering about in their beautiful butterfly wings ? 
At any rate, Santa Claus was in the Chickoryville 
Sunday-school room that night, but in a very plain 
suit of every-day clothes that deceived the very elect. 

‘How are we ever going to get all this stuff over 
to Mrs. Jones's house, I'd like to know?’’ asked a 
dozen voices at once. And just then old Mr. Denni- 
son raised his hand, and said ‘* Hark !"’ 

Everybody paused to listen. The frosty air was 
ringing with the chimes of innumerable sleigh-bells. 
Suddenly the music ceased in front of the Sunday- 
school room. 

‘« What does it mean ?"’ the people asked. 

‘«]'ve arranged a little surprise,’’ said Mr. Denni- 
son, and two hundred faces were turned up to his ex- 
pectantly. 

‘« There are twelve or fifteen bob-sleighs fixed up 
with straw and buffalo robes outside. We'll put these 
provisions in one of them, and drive up to Widow 
Jones's house and wish her a merry Christmas. After 
that we'll all go off for a ride. I'm proud of the way 
you have behaved, but I didn’t want you to be too 
greatly disappointed. May you live long and pros- 
per! Merry Christmas to all !’’ 

The din that broke loose when the old banker fin- 
ished his brief speech was something indescribable. 

**T’ve heard of Pandemonium, but I never believed 
in it!'’ cried old Mrs. Moneypenny, holding her ears. 


‘«Chickoryville has got Pandemonium beat by ten 
lengths,’’ 


said old Peter Podson, as the crowd swept 
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him out,—cane, green eye-shade, blue spectacles, 
and all. 

Those sleighs filled up with human beings as 
buckets fill with water. The children tumbled in 
pell-mell, and even their elders did not stand upon 
the order of their going. Only the young men and 
maidens seemed governed by any principle of selec- 
tion in the choice of their seats. By some curious 
miracle, Bascom found Rowena Landsdowne; Earn- 
shaw, Rachel; and Winthrop, Sallie. And many 
other couples got together as if they were magnetized. 
Crack went the whips, tinkle went the bells, whoop 
went the boys, off went the horses. 

Up to the door of the humble cottage of their 
neighbor, Mrs. Jones, they dashed. Willing hands 
tumbled the good things into her house. She cried, 
of course, and so did little Jennie ; and so did many 
another—Mrs. Granville among them, and thanked 
God, as she wiped the tears from her eyes, that Mr. 
Dennison had had the courage of his convictions. 

After they had tumbled the provisions into the 
house, they once more tumbled themselves into the 
sleighs. Again the music of the bells chimed out. 
Off into the night they dashed,—the pure and holy 
night, the night of brightly sparkling snow and 
brightly shining stars,—some of the very stars, per- 
haps, that looked down on the little town of Beth- 
lehem when the angels sang, and the Magi trailed 
in from the desert on dromedaries, and the shepherds 
found their way in the light of that brighter star to 
the manger in which the young child Jesus lay. 


(To be continued) 








The Story of a Birthday Cake 
By Elizabeth Ferguson Seat 


T WAS the fairest of October Saturdays, but as 
Harry Edwards stood at his gate with a big lunch- 
basket in one hand and a very small note in the 

other, it was plain that he was ‘‘ out of sorts.'’ It 
was his birthday, and his mother had agreed to his 
suggestion that he invite six of his best friends to a 
picnic over in the woods on the shore of Ross Pond. 
She had prepared an ample lunch, and Harry set out 
in fine spirits, but at the last minute she had called 
him, and with a most provoking smile said : ‘‘O Harry! 
you must go round by Mrs. Black's, and give her this 
note. She will understand what to do, and I think you 
will not mind the short delay.’’ 

His sister Ella and his mother exchanged smiling 
glances as the boy's face darkened. 

‘¢O mother ! it's late now, and the boys will all be 
waiting! Can't I do it to-morrow ?”’ 

But Mrs. Edwards, usually sosympathetic, persisted. 

‘«Obey orders, Harry. Iwish you to give the 
message to Mrs. Black before you go to the pond.’’ 

He stopped at the gate, glanced in the direction of 
Ross Pond, then rubbed the note viciously against the 
gate-post. 

‘*] don’t see why mother's so particular about Mrs. 
Black's getting this to-day ! It's a whole mile, at least, 
and I told the fellows to be on hand early, Fish bite 
better when it’s cool. If Ella had any sympathy for 
a fellow, she'd do this for me! It'll take ‘most an 
hour.”’ 

So he opened the gate slowly, and then closed it 
with a bang. 

‘« Mother never acted so queer before : why, she's 
sealed the note, too, and she always leaves ‘em un- 
sealed, because it’s more polite. There's something 
mighty funny about this! I'd like to know what's so 
important at the Blacks all of a sudden! Wish I 
didn’t have to go !”’ 

Harry was growing angrier every minute as he 
walked down the sunny lane towards the home of the 
Black family. He could see their low brown farm- 
house lying in the shelter of a grove of flaming maples. 
Smoke was puffing from the kitchen chimney, —for the 
mistress of the little house was a famous cook. Some 
distance ahead was Pete Tucker. His ragged trousers 
were rolled up to his knees, and his lean tanned legs 
were bearing him upon some mission at their utmost 
speed. An idea popped into Harry's head: he 
whistled, but the boy ahead made no sign. He 
shouted, and Pete turned about. 

‘«Say, Pete, don’t you want to earn some money ?"’ 
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Harry thrust the note forward. ‘I'll give you five 
cents to take this over to Mrs. Black. I'm in an awful 
hurry or I'd do it myself. This is my birthday, and 
I'm on my way to the woods,"’ 

Five-cent pieces were rare and interesting objects to 
Pete Tucker, who seldom knew at breakfast whether 
there would be any supper, and who had never in all 
his life had as much as he wanted of any desirable 


thing. So, although he was evidently in a hurry, he 
said eagerly: ‘Yes, I'll take it. Give me the five 
cents.”’ 


As Harry slowly produced the coin a sudden pang 
of doubt assailed him. ‘‘ Maybe,’’ he told himself, 
‘‘I'd better take it. Mother seemed so particular 
about it.’’ 

‘Here it is, then,’’ said the birthday boy. ‘‘ You'll 
be sure to take it,—won'’t you, Pete? I know it's 
something particular, and mother told me to be sure 
to go, but I guess she won't mind if you take it instead 
of me.’’ 

Pete tucked the coin into his only whole pocket, and 
sped down the lane to join a boy waiting behind a 
haystack. Harry turned across the fields, feeling very 
uncomfortable and a little uneasy ; but presently from 
the top of a hill he caught the sparkle of the distant 
pond, and quickly forgot both the message and the 
messenger. 

Mrs. Black in her big comfortable kitchen looked up 
in surprise when Pete Tucker's much soiled fingers 


extended the note. She had expected a different 
carrier. Opening it she read aloud: ‘*Give the 


package to the bearer of this: it is his to do as he 
pleases with."’ 

She caught her breath in surprise. 
was certainly becoming philanthropic! A prize like 
that for a ragamuffin such as the bearer! Well, they 
could do as they liked at the Edwards's, and they had 
paid her for her trouble. The boy’s keen senses had 
divined the situation at once, and he knew that the boy 
hastening to the birthday picnic had lost, in his eyes 
at least, a rare fortune. Lost it, truly, for Pete had 
not the remotest intention of righting matters. 

Presently, holding the huge package fast to his breast, 
he dashed out of the kitchen as though fearing that 
Mrs. Black and all her pots and pans and famous 
recipes were giving chase. 

When Harry Edwards appeared, late for supper, 
tired, with an empty lunch,basket upon his arm, his 
mother met him with a smile. 

‘‘And did you ffnd the errand such a hardship ?’’ 

Harry gave astart of surprise. How long it seemed 
since he had met the boy in the lane! And what 
was the note about anyway? He stammered hurried- 
ly: ‘*Why, mother, I thought maybe you wouldn't 
mind, and I was so late, —I didn’t go.’’ 

His mother stared: ‘‘ Didn't go! 
Who did then ?’’ 

With an effort, the boy said slowly, ‘‘ Pete Tucker.’’ 

His mother gazed at him reproachfully. 

«OQ Harry! why didn't you obey orders? Mrs. 
Black had made your birthday cake, and the note told 
her to give it to the bearer to do as he liked with, 
It was to be such a surprise, and my present to you, 
too !"’ 


Norwoop, CINcINNATI, O. 
oe 
Under the Christmas Tree 


By Mary A. Mason 


Mrs. Edwards 


Why, Harry! 


INCE the first Christmas man has not been com- 
pelled to wrestle with the angel in order to secure 
a blessing. 
No one is ever made poor by what he gives ; it is 
only through what he refuses to receive. 
To be sure, heaven has but one door, but that one 
door leads in. 
The wise man who has lost his way should stop and 
ask of the wiser little child. 
The flower of contentment does not require any 
particular soil, and blooms the twelve months through. 
If we were to keep a record of all the good things 
the Lord gives us we should be as busy as the record- 
ing angel. 
Love does not need to ask alms: 
look in his own heart to find riches. 


he has only to 


It does not soil the white mantle of charity to keep 
it in constant use. 


If there is one person in all the world who loves us 
sincerely, devotedly and unselfishly, then we should 
believe and trust in the rest of mankind for the sake 
of that one. 
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It was not necessary to look at the sun and blind 
one’s eyes in order to appreciate the sunshine ; neither 
is it necessary to analyze God’s goodness in order to 
be grateful for his mercies. 


If only Hope goes with us hand in hand down the 
years, we need not look over our shoulders and regret 
Youth, who dropped out by the way, or even. Joy, — 
who stopped smiling, and grew into Peace. 

If every year the stable of Bethlehem cradles a 
king, it should be remembered that the season is 
winter and our hearts must keep the King warm. 

BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 
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A Christmas Service in Syria 
By the Rev. Lewis Gaston Leary 


T WAS the last Sunday of the year, and, in the 
midst of the Syrian winter, the air was just crisp 
enough to make walking an exhilaration. It was 

one of those days, not infrequent in the rainy season, 
when the clouds draw away for a time, while earth 
and sky, cleaned and refreshed by the recent show- 
ers, shine with the refulgence of the rarest day of our 
Western spring. As we went out of the old city of 
Homs,—the Greek Emessa,—the clearness of the at- 
mosphere was like transparence made visible, so that 
the horizon line was as clean cut as that of the ocean. 
Off to the west were the heights inhabited by the cruel 
and fanatical Nusairiyeh ; straight in front was the 
entering in of Hamath, lving low and narrow between 
anti-Lebanon on the left and the snow-clad summits 
of highest Lebanon on the right; while to the east 
and north the vast wheat-fields of the land of Homs 
and the land of Hama rolled over the horizon of the 
unseen desert. Our goal, the little village of Feruzi, 
shone white and distinct, apparently a mere stone's 
throw away. 

We were four,—two young Americans, the native 
pastor of the Protestant church at Homs, and an old, 
old man. The pastor is a noble fellow, who, in the 
face of many difficulties, is building up a splendid 
congregation, which is rapidly nearing self-govern- 
ment and self-support, and which at that time was 
earnestly praying for a revival,—a revival which, I 
believe, has since actually occurred. 

The old man, however, was the more picturesque 
figure. He was clothed in baggy trousers of faded 
blue, with a large turban on his head, a heavy, form- 
less sheepskin mantle over his shoulders, and his 
bare feet thrust into great, heelless slippers that slid 
clumsily as he walked. A few months earlier we 
should have been inclined to treat him with some 
condescension, but fortunately we had at least begun 
to learn the Oriental lesson of reverence for old age, 
and we American college graduates soon found that 
there were many things that this unschooled Syrian 
mechanic could teach us. What dignity and quiet- 
ness was in his speech and movement! How calm 
and trustful was his attitude toward the future! He 
was one of the first Protestants in this district, and 
many were the stories he could tell of the early days 
of struggle. He had never been rich,—I doubt if he 
had ever earned fifty cents a day,—yet he spoke as 
one who had observed much and reflected much, 
and, although many kinds of trouble had come to 
him, his contentment and faith were an inspiration to 
us. Of course, we were his guests, and treated with 
the greatest friendliness, yet we could see that, to his 
eyes, we were mere boys, who knew little of life. And, 
to tell the truth, before the day was over we were 
more than half ready to agree with him. 

Feruzi is one of the few remaining villages that are 
not Syrian, but older Syriac in blood and customs. 
Its inhabitants number about a thousand, and appear 
quite different in feature and dress from the people of 
the surrounding country. Their costume is a peculiar 
one, delighting in hot colors and long, queerly cut 
ornamentations. The women sometimes remind one 
a little of our American Indians, and the faces of the 
men are of unusual fierceness. It seemed perfectly 
proper that there should be an Oriental church there, 
big and gaudy, yet bare and empty, with a much- 
prized copy of the Scriptures in the Syriac tongue ; 
but among the crowds that gazed at us it was hard to 
find any one who looked like a Presbyterian elder. 
Yet, when we turned into the room set apart for the 
Protestant service, it was some of the wildest, most 
dangerous-looking men, who followed us in. 

It was a small place, not over twenty feet square, 
low and dark, and quite bare save for a rough mat- 
ting on the floor and a chair and table for the 
preacher, but in a few moments it was packed to 


(Continued on page 658) 
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Lesson 12. 
Matthew 2: I-12. 


(Read Isa. 7 : 


December 20. 
14-16; 9: 1-6.) 


The Birth of Christ 


Memory verses: 10, II. 








COMMON VERSION 


t Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea in the days of Herod the king, be- 
hold, there came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem, 

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship him. 

3 When Herod the king had heard /¢hese 
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. 

4 And when he had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people together, he 
demanded of them where Christ should be 
born. 

5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of 
Judea : for thus it is written by the prophet, 

” 6 And thou Bethlehem, 7” the land of Juda, 
art not the least among the princes of Juda: 
for out of thee shall come a Governor, that 


The optional lesson on the Queen of Sheba is given on page 652. 
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1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judza in the days of Herod the king, be- 
hold, ! Wise-men from the east came to Jeru- 
salem, saying, 2 ? Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews? for we saw his star in the 
east, and are come to’ worship him. 3 And 
when Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Christ 
should be born. 5 And they said unto him, 
In Bethlehem of Judzea: for thus it is written 
through the prophet, 

6 * And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
Art in no wise least among the princes of 
Judah: 
For out of thee shall come forth a governor, 


COMMON VERSION 


8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, 
Go and search diligently for the young child ; 
and when ye have found Aim, bring me word 
again, that I may come and worship him also. 

g When they had heard the king, they de- 
parted ; and, lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young child was. 

to When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy. 

11 § And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with Mary 
his mother, and fell down, and worshipped 
him: and when they had opened their trea- 
sures, they presented unto him gifts ; gold, and 
frankincense, and myrrh. 

12 And being warned of God in adream that 
they should not return to Herod, they departed 
into their own country another way. 





Golden Text: Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.—Matt. I : 21. 
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lehem, and said, Go and search out exactly 
concerning the young child; and when ye 
have found Aim, bring me word, that I also 
may come and worship him. g And they, 
having heard the king, went their way; and 
lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went 
before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young child was. to And when they saw 
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy. 31 And they came into the house and 
saw the young child with Mary his mother ; 
and they fell down and worshipped him ; and 
opening their treasures they offered unto him 
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 
And being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed 
into their own country another way. 








shall rule my people Israel. 
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called 
the wise men, inquired of them diligently what 


time the star appeared. star appeared. 


Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel. 
7 Then Herod privily called the ' Wise-men, 
and learned of them exactly 5 what time the 
8 And he sent them to Beth- 


1Gr. Magi. 
that is born? 
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The Wise Men and the Infant King 


By Alexander 


HE ecclesiastical calendar commemorates the visit 
of the wise men under the name of the Epiph- 
any, or manifestation of Christ to the Gen- 

tiles. It would have been more correctly called 
the coming of the Gentiles to Christ, for the empha- 
sis of the story is laid rather on the Magi's obedience 
to the heavenly vision than on the vision itself. And 
that obedience tis thrown into brilliant light by the 
contrast with the murderous hatred of Herod and 
the indifference of the priests and scribes. 

1. The pilgrims from afar following the light that 
led them to the King. If any one wishes to see the 
difference between the Gospels and myths, he has 
only to contrast the veracious simplicity of Matthew 
with the mendacious particularity of the legendary 
accretions to his narrative. The Gospel does not 
say whence they came, who they were, how they 
connected the starry appearance with the birth of a 
King of the Jews, nor give any other petty detail. The 
two broad facts that they learned, by some applica- 
tion of their starry science, that a King of the Jews 
was born, and that they left their distant homes and 
undertook the long journey to do him homage, are 
the essentials, and all else is left in shadow. We 
have no data either for determining the nature of the 
‘‘star.” Clearly, it had shone on them in their 
homes, but had not guided them on their journey, 
but only reappeared when they came near Bethlehem, 
and then pointed them to the humble house,—which 
no ordinary ‘‘star”’ could do. Most probably, then, 
it was some peculiar light, perhaps visible, but not 
intelligible, to other eyes. The guiding luster and 
the understanding gaze were both given by God. If 
we believe that the birth of Jesus was the incarnation 
of the eternal Word, we shall not stumble at that light 
which came down close to earth, and witnessed to 
the descent still lower of the true Light. 

But more important than speculations about the 
star is the blessed fact that, to these men, ‘ aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel,” a gleam from 
heavencame, and came through their daily pursuits. 
Surely, the very dimness of their personality is part 
of the preciousness of the incident. For does it not 
teach us that, far beyond the circle of ‘‘ revelation,” 
rays of God-given light were speeding into the dark- 
ness, and that any kind of ‘‘ wisdom” has affinities 
with the highest, and that devotion to any truth may 
lead up to the truth of truths, the incarnation of the 
Word? These Magi were led to the cradle by their 
astronomy. A centurion was helped to apprehend 
Christ's power by the discipline of the legion. Seek- 
ing souls everywhere do find. The Magi have ‘‘in 
their hands a glass which showeth many more”’ sons 
of light in lands of darkness. ‘‘ He hath not left him- 
self without witness.” 

They acted on the light they had. They trusted 
it, they obeyed it, they broke off their customary 
round of life because of it, they forsook their student 
leisure and quiet, they faced a long, toilsome journey 
with very little knowledge of what was to be done at 
the end of it. Nodoubt some of their fellow-students 
laughed at them, and, no doubt, they sometimes asked 
themselves, as they lay down weary at night, and 
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saw no guiding star amidst the myriads, if they had 
been wrong, after all. Their march was a venture of 
faith, and, like all such ventures, sometimes seemed 
folly, but, like all such ventures, thank God! was 
richly repaid at last. We may well learn a lesson 
from them, and ask ourselves if we are ready to let 
our clearer knowledge dominate and shape our con- 
duct as these strangers did. They were led by a star 
shining in their dark night ; we have the Light of 
Life to guide us. Do we follow it ? 

2. The impression of the Magi’s devotion is deep- 
ened by its contrast with the conduct of Herod and 
the Jews. They must have wondered that the news 
that had drawn them so many weary miles seemed un- 
knownin Jerusalem. They must have wondered still 
more at the ‘‘ trouble” it caused in the city, which 
they had hoped to find all rejoicing greatly that its king 
had come. Herod's alarm is easily accounted for, since 
he knew that his throne was unsteady, and might be 
easily pushed over by a popular rising. But that 
Jerusalem should be troubled showed too plainly how 
dead the Messianic hope had fallen. Matthew con- 
trasts the usurping with the true king by twice nam 
ing him ‘‘Herod the king,” in close juxtaposition 
with the Magi's use of the title, ‘‘King of the Jews.” 
He and the people were equally perturbed at the 
possibility which should have kindled joyful expecta- 
tions. Soearly did Jesus begin to be ‘‘set for the 
fall and rising of many in Israel,” and the touchstone 
of men's spiritual and moral condition. The same 
gospel, even in its undeveloped form, was a stone of 
stumbling and a foundation stone. It parted men, 
even so early, into two halves. The Magi leaped up 
at the word, and journeyed fartocrown him. Herod 
and ‘‘his own” shrank from the thought of his com- 
ing. Soit has always been. So it is to-day. 

The wily tyrant scented danger, and his cruel mind 
quickly resolved on his course. His first step, con- 
sulting the proper authorities as to where the Christ 
was to be born, was nominally toenable him to direct 
the Magi, and so to pose as helping them, and thus 
to keep hold of them. The rulers’ answer shows how, 
at that time, the ‘prophecy was clearly regarded as 
Messianic. But it shows something more sad,— 
namely, how little the priests and scribes cared for 
Messiah’s coming. The Magi had traveled many 
weary leagues, but the priests were not sufficiently 
interested to go out six miles to ascertain if the Christ 
was indeed born. They should have said, like the 
shepherds, ‘‘ Let us go to Bethlehem and see this 
great sight.” But they contented themselves with 
giving their answer, and thought no more of the 
matter. Are there not many of us in Christian lands 
who know the gospel so well that it has ceased to in- 
terest us, and we never dream of letting it influence 
our actions? Might not the wondering zeal of 
heathen converts shame our apathy ? 

Herod was quick to utilize his information. He 
‘*privily sent for” the Magi, for the less said about 
such dangerous subjects the better. He saw that 
they were more likely to find out the facts than he 
was, for if there was really a project of setting up 
some infant in Bethlehem as king, he was the one 


Compare Esther 1.13; Dan. 2. 12; 
3 The Greek word denotes an act of reveren 
26), or to the Creator (see ch, 4. 10). 


Acts 13.6,8. 2Or, Where is the King of the Jews 
e whether paid to a creature (see ch. 4.9; 18. 


4 Micah 5.2. 5 Or, the time of the star that appeared 
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person from whom it would be kept. So he sends 
the unsuspecting Magi as his spies, and one can 
fancy the sardonic smile with which he professed 
that he was eager to go too, to pay homage. ‘To 
worship him” meant to kill him. 

3. The discovery andthe homage. The star again 
appeared. ‘The Magi had been left to learn from 
men what men could tell them, but at the end, as at 
the beginning, of their quest, God himself guided 
their steps. Heavenly visions are not granted when 
human counsel avails, nor withheld when it is use- 
less. A strange king, they must have thought, this, 
—in a lowly cottage, and with a peasant mother, un- 
recognized by any. They had been led by a star,— 
and tothis! But their faith did not stumble, and 
they began to learn the secret of his royalty—lowli- 
ness and gentleness, and got some glimmerings of 
the kind of kingdom he sets up. Their expectations 
must have been shocked, as some of ours may be, by 
being called upon to recognize the king in his cradle, 
as some of ours are by being called upon to recognize 
him on his cross. But they accepted the strange dis- 
covery, and opened their treasures and spread them 
at his unconscious feet. They brought what they 
had, the precious things of theirown land. Wehave 
to bring what we have, and to lay it all down before 
Him who has stooped to be born and to die for us, 
and who is glad to receive whatever we bring, if it is 
our best, and rendered from loving hearts. 

The Magi departed into their own land another 
way. So they glide out of our ken, but we may hope 
that they carried away some glimpses of the King, 
and some loyalty to him, which shone, a better guid- 
ing star, on what remained of their life’s journey, and 
lighted them at last, not to the cradled infant, but to 
the enthroned Christ. 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
% 


There ts no Christmas spirit without the spirit 
of Christ. 
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“Oriental L 








ig W* SAW uis STAR IN THE East."—The race 

of star-gazers ia the East is not yet ex- 

tinct. ‘Two or three live in this our Syrian 
town, and stories of the most wonderful character 
are current about them. Intelligent people told me 
that Im Abdu (one of the star-watchers) could describe 
the doings of a man in Constantinople, hundreds 
of miles off. Im Abdu told where So-and-so was, and 
when he would return home. Possibly not a district 
in this country is without some one who ‘‘ binds the 
star" (yerbut tl najm). Well-informed persons in 
Syria, while discrediting most of the star-gazers or 
binders, say that ‘‘the profession which comes to us 
from the ancient Chaldeans is not without basis in 
truth and fact.”’ 

‘‘WuHeEN Herop THE Kinc HEARD IT, HE WAS 
Trovus_ep.’’—A Harfouche ruler of the Baalbec dis- 
trict died last century, survived by his widow and 
young son. A brother of the deceased married the 
widow, and tolerated the young son until he saw 
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that he was fit for the position of his late father. 
Then he inveigled him to his table, and pierced him 
through with a dagger, and handed the ‘‘ cursed 
steel’ to the mother to wash. ‘‘ Do you know whose 
blood that is? It is the blood of Hassim.” ‘ /ad- 
dak" (‘*Let it be a ransom on thy behalf’) an- 
swered the cunning but helpless woman as she 
rinsed the blade. Nothing troubles an Eastern ruler 
so much as a possible rival, and no sacrifice is too 
great to get rid of him. 

‘* AnD ALL JERUSALEM WITH HIM.”—Why Jerusalem 
should be troubled at the news of a rival to the hate- 
ful Herod, whom all orthodox Jews detested, is not 
intelligible. I should have expected Matthew to have 
said, ‘‘ All Jerusalem rejoiced,” but an incident which 
took place in our Syrian town last March explains 
matters somewhat. Two schoolboys quarreled on 
the street. Older folk of their respective tribes were 
drawn into it, and the following day more of the two 
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tribes became involved. Then the representative of 
the Sultan sent his officers, and, in the course of 
straightening out this very insignificant affair, nearly 
the whole town was troubled and suffered. Persons 
who had nothing to do with it, and who were not 
near the scene, were dragged from their fields and 
made to appear before the authorities on the ground 
of taking their evidence, when they had evidence to 
ive, ete. ; 

The Jews were glad to hear that their king was 
born, but they were troubled at the terrible possibili- 
ties of settling with Herod. Oriental society is so 
related that even the quarrel of two boys involves 
distress to many people. 

SHWEIR, Mr, LEBANON, SyRIA. 
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The sacredness of childhood insures the supremacy 
of manhood. 
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How to Illustrate the Lesson 
By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


Bringing Another to the Saviour 
E SHALL save his people from their sins 
(Golden Text). During one of Mr. Torrey’s 
meetings in England, at the close of one of the 
children’s services, a lady worker was moving along 
the corridor of the hall where a large number of chil- 
dren were being dealt with personally. She noticed 
two little boys standing with a wistful expression on 
their faces, and asked if they wanted anything. One 
of the boys replied: ‘‘ Please, ma'am, | have brought 
Billy; he’s waitin’ to be saved."” The lady found 
that they had been waiting patiently for a long time, 
till some one should speak to them, and the boy who 
had brought his chum said he was going to bring 
others, and get them saved too! The best Christmas 
gift the boys and girls who have come to love Jesus 
could present to him this Christmas time would be 
for each one of them to bring one of their friends to 
be saved. 


Rejoicing at the Hope of Freedom 

He shall save his people from thetr sins (Golden 
Text). When Lord Kitchener won his great victory 
over the Khalifa on the Nile, there was an English 
prisoner in Ondurman who had been in chains for 
twelve years. He had lost all hope of escape, and 
expected to die there a horrible death, but when he 
saw the English shells flying over the prison his 
heart took courage again. He leaped to his feet, 
and rushed as fast as his shackles allowed, stumbling 
into the middle of the open space of his prison-pen, 
where he tried to dance and jump, calling on all to 
come and join him. He danced, he laughed, he 
cried, he sung, he kissed his hands in welcome to 
those terrible messengers of death which were 
screeching and yelling overhead. And yet all that 
seems natural enough to us, because every hurtling 
shell made the freedom seem nearer. Strange—is it 
not ?—that men who value liberty so much will hug 
their chains of evil habit that are even more terrible 
than the shackles worn by this English prisoner at 
Ondurman. It is because sin blinds their eyes; 
when they see clearly that Jesus comes to save them 
they welcome the coming of spiritua! deliverance 
with joy and delight. 


Seeking Jesus Promptly 

And they having heard the king went their way 
(v. 9) There is a legend told among the peasantry 
in Russia, that when the three wise men came from 
the East, bearing their precious gifts for the King, 
they found in a little oasis of the desert a humble 
dwelling where an old woman was engaged in her 
household work. These wise and generous-hearted 
men thought to confer on her a great blessing by 
offering to take her with them in their caravan in 
their search for the King whose star they had seen 
in the East. But she was busy at the time, and so 
she replied: ‘‘I will come, but not now."" She gave 
them her blessing, and agreed to follow them as soon 
as her work was finished. But after a while, when 
her work was done, not only had the wise men and 
their caravan departed, but the guiding star in the 
heavens had also disappeared. There are many 


now who make the same mistake made by this 
woman. The wise men found Jesus because they 


kept steadily on the trail, and would not give up the 
search. This Christmas time will be a glorious 
opportunity to find Jesus. 


A Prison Changed to a Palace 

And they came into the house and saw the young 
child with Mary his mother; and they fell down 
and worshipped him (v. 11). Dr. H. M. Wharton 
tells the story that in the county of Culpepper, 
Virginia, in a street of the lower town there stands 
achurch. On this same ground more than a hun- 
dred years ago there stood a prison. In this jail, 
in the old colonial days, a Baptist minister, James 
Ireland by name, was imprisoned for preaching the 


gospel of Christ according to his own convictions, 
but not in accordance with the usages of the church 
then established by law in the colony. Even while 
in jail he would preach to the people from his 
barred windows, which overlooked the public thor- 
oughfare. His enemies, in anger, made fires be- 
neath the windows, and threw sulphur into the fire 
to stifle his voice; but this, like all other measures, 
failed to silence him. Ireland wrote many letters 
from his prison cell, and dated them from ‘‘ My Pal- 
ace at Culpepper.” There was a song he loved to 
sing, whose stirring tones rang out from center to 
circumference of the great colony. It was from this 
song that he got the idea of his prison being a palace. 
The hymn was that beginning ‘‘ How tedious and 
tasteless the hours,”’ and the verse which gave him 
his idea, one which we often sing, is as follows: 


‘*Content with beholding his face, 
My all to his pleasure resigned, 
No changes of season or place 
Could make any change in my mind. 
While blessed with a sense of his love, 
A palace a toy would appear ; 
And prisons would palaces prove, 
If Jesus would dwell with me there.’’ 


There is always joy when men find Jesus. The wise 
men found the little stable in Bethlehem a great deal 
happier place to be than Herod's palace, because 
Jesus was there, and he can make a stable better 
than a palace yet. What infinite folly to shut the 
door against Jesus! 

New York City. 
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Iniguity always dreads a change of administration. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


HERE was Jesus born? Who came from afar 
to see him? How did they know that a king 
of the Jews was to be born? How did Herod 

feel when he heard the message of the wise men ? 
Whom did Herod call together at this time, for infor- 
mation ? What did these men say? What did Herod 
ask the wise men to do after they had found the 
child? What was Herod's reason for this request ? 
When the wise men left Jerusalem, what appeared 
to them again? Where did this star stop? When 
the men came to the abode of Mary, what did they 
present to the young child? How were they warned 
not to return to Herod? When they had done reve- 
rence to the child, where did they go ? 

Now put on the board the words, Jesus, King of 
the Jews. Did the Jews of those days accept him 





JESUS, KING OF 
THE JEWS 
REJECTED 


OF MY HEART 
? 











as king? Later on in life, did their successors ac- 
cept him as king? What did they do to him at last ? 
Now put on the board the word Rejected. Yes, and 
that was the most colossal mistake that the Jews 
ever made. But see! In these days Jesus is still 
king, and wants to be king in my heart. Put down 
the words Of My Heart, and an interrogation. He 
wants me to submit to him, and let him rule my life 
in all particulars. He begs me to let himin. Now 
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have some teacher read Revelation 3: 20, 21. What 
a wonderful request, and what a wonderful promise ! 
This very day Jesus is at the door of your heart. 
What will you do with him? Shall I write down the 
same word as I have put down with regard to the 
Jews,—‘t Rejected”? If not, shall I put down the 
word ‘‘ Accepted’’? Let each one answer this ques- 
tion solemnly in his own soul. Now have some one 
lead in prayer, asking that all in this school may say 
‘* Accepted.’ j 

New York Ciry. 
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They who retgn in righteousness fear no rivals, 
Se 
Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs'"’) 


** Toy to the world! the 
, cone 

‘* Hark! the herald angels sing 

** Once in royal David's city.’ 

** It came upon the midnight clear. 

** Christians, awake ! salute the hap- 


alm 08 : 1-6 


137 : 1-6 166 


Lord is P 


1-4.) 


Psalm 72 : 1-3, 7-11 


146: 1,2,5,6.) 
Psalm 113 : 1-8. 


(97: 1,2,5,0 


py morn (163 : 1-5. 229: 1-4.) 
‘© little town of Bethlehem."’ Psalm 85 : 6-13. 
‘*While shepherds watched thei (116 : 3-5. 172: 1-5.) 
flocks by night. Psalm 148 : 1-6, 11-14 
‘* As with gladness men of old."’ (223 : 1-4. 322 : 1-4.) 
“% 


That which brings joy to the true brings pain to 
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The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
The Spirit of True Seekers after God 
1. True Wisdom : 
Wise-men from the east (1). 


Happy is the man that findeth wisdom (Prov. 3 
Better is it to get wisdom than gold (Prov. 16 
Buy the truth, and sell it not (Prov. 23 


13). 
° : 160). 
23). 
2. Strong Faith : 
We saw his star in the east (2) 
Faith is... a conviction of things not seen (Heb. 11 : 1). 
Having seen . and greeted. from afar (Heb. 11 : 13). 
We walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 5 :7 
3- Earnest Endeavor : 
We saw his star, .. 


7). 
. and are come (2). 


Went their way; . where the young child (9). 
Seek, and ve shall find (Luke 11 : 9, 10). 


Many shall come from the east (Matt. 8 : 11 


4- Reverent Worship : 
Saw the voung child... worshipped him (11). 
Kings shall fall down before him (Psa. 72: 11). 
Name of Jesus every knee should bow (Phil. 2 : ro). 
Worthy is the Lamb (Rev. 5 : 11, 12). 
5. Generous Giving : 
They offered unto him gifts (11 
Kings of Sheba. . . shall offer gifts (Psa. 72 : ro). 
‘They shall bring gold and frankincense (Isa. 60 
Present your bodies. . 


5, 6). 
- your spiritual service (Rom. I2: 1). 
6. Divine Communion : 

Warned of God in a dream (12) 


Mine ear received a whisper (Job 4 : 12, 13). 


‘Thou spakest in vision to thy saints (Psa. 89 : 19). 
Old men shall dream, ... young men shall see (Joel 2: 
28, 29). 


~ 


The star may have set, but the Sun shines on for- 
ever. 


Graded Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 














A leaflet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 
rimary teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 

a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 


Quarter’s Plan: Pictures about David and his 
Family. 

Christmas Lesson: In Bethlehem, David's City, 
Christ, the Son of David, was Born, Saviour 
and King. 

OTE.—A wonderful treasury of Christmas music 
is available trom miscellaneous sources to em- 
phasize every incident with a solo, chorus, or 

the recitation of a stanza. Other songs should be 

substituted for those suggested, if unfamiliar. 

INTRODUCTION. 

What happy day is coming? Whose birthday 
does it honor? In England the people celebrate the 














LESSON FOR DECEMBER 20 


King’s birthday, so everybody should be glad on 
Christmas, the birthday of Christ, our King. Sing: 


‘* Joy to the world, the Lord is come ; 
Let earth receive her king.”’ 
REVIEW. 

Do you remember God's promise to David? (Re- 
peat text of Lesson 2),—‘‘ Thy throne shall be estab- 
lished forever.” Christmas shows us how truly God 
kept his promise made one thousand years before. 
David was followed by Solomon and many other 
kings until Christ was born. Many people came to 
see him. Do you know how long ago that was? 
(Show a coin or letter dated 1903.) What does that 
date mean? More than nineteen hundred years 
have passed since Jesus came to be king. (Compare 
with Victoria’s long reign.) Christ’s kingdom will 
grow and last forever, for the Bible says, ‘‘ Of the 
increase of his government, there shall be noend... 
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom”’ 











(Isa. 9: 7). 
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(In the review frame place ‘‘ 
‘* Saviour of Bethlehem.”’) 


shepherds,” ‘‘ star,’ 


LESSON. 
How and where did Christ come? Sing: 
‘* Christ was once a little dady 
Just like you and me, 
Born in Bethlehem of Judah, 
Far across the sea,”’ 


I love to think that God's promise came true in the 
same place where David was a shepherd, and where 
Samuel came to choose himas king. (Write ‘‘ Bethle- 
hem” in the outline.) Emphasize it by a solo or reci- 
tation: 

‘« In the little village of Bethlehem 
There came a child one day,’’ etc. 


Then I love to think that near Bethlehem, for years 
and years, other shepherds cared for their flocks, 
until one night they were surprised by a wonderful 
light in the sky, and the singing of angels. Review 
the story of the shepherds of Bethlehem. Add to 
outline, as somebody sings or recites, ‘‘ While shep- 
herds watched their flocks by night,” or, 


‘* Shepherds were watching their flocks through the night, 
When from the heavens there came a great light. 
Angels said, ‘ Fear not, glad tidings we bring, 
Jesus is born to you Saviour and Aig,’ etc. 


What did the angels say ? ‘‘ Unto you is born this 
day in the crty of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord” (Luke 2: 11) What was his name? 
‘Thou shalt call his name /eswvs ; for he shall save 
his people from their sins." (Drill on text, and add 
‘* Saviour” to outline.) 

The news spread, and many people came to see 
the baby Jesus. Sing ‘‘ Away in a manger.” Far, 
far away in other lands were wise men, who learned 
of him in a strange way. They saw in the heavens 
a beautiful bright star, and wondered where it would 
lead. (Make the star, and write it in the outline.) 
They decided to follow it, and our picture shows how 
they journeyed. Sing: 


‘* There’s a beautiful s/av, a beautiful star, 
The weary travelers followed afar, 
Shining so brightly all the way, 
Till it stood o’er the place where the Christ-child lay.’ 


’ 


For many days on camels over the desert they 
traveled until they reached Jerusalem, where David 
and Solomon had been kings, and where Solomon 
built the beautiful temple a thousand years before. 
It was still there, and very beautiful, for a new king, 
Herod, had fixed it over just a short time before 

The wise men went to Herod, and asked, ‘‘ Where 
is he that is born Avzg of the Jews? for we saw his 
star in the east, and are come to worship him.” 
Herod was surprised and troubled, and sent for the 
priests and scribes to tell him where Christ was born. 
They said, ‘‘In Bethlehem,” etc. Herod asked the 
wise men when they first saw the star, then said, 

Go and find the young child, and... bring me word, 
thatI...may ..worship him.” Again the star 
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went before them, till it stood over where the young 
child was, and they rejoiced with great joy. 

Do you like to see little babies ? A mother told me 
that more than fifty presents were sent to her baby 
boy. The wise men had brought presents for Jesus. 
They found him with Mary his mother, and wor- 
shiped him, then offered their gifts of gold and 
sweet spices. Have we brought any gifts for Jesus 
to-day ? (Present the purpose of your Christmas 
offering. ) 

In a dream God told the wise men not to return to 
Herod, so they departed for their own country an- 
other way. 

No wonder that Christmas is such a glad, happy 
day, because God made such a wonderful gift to this 
world (John 3:16), Fathers and mothers make it 
a glad day for their children, and we make others 
glad by our gifts tothem. I wish everybody loved 
Christmas ; but in some lands the children never 
heard of Jesus our king. We pray, ‘‘ Thy kingdom 
come,"’ and ‘*‘ Thine is the kingdom.” Let us send 
our gifts to teach these children about him. Sing 


** All hail, the power of Jesus’ name, 


And crown him Lord of al/.”’ 


Peoria, IL. 


¢ 
The best of earth belongs to the Babe from heaven. 
<_o 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


XPLAIN to your pupils the outline of the lessons 
for the first half of next year, and that this one 
on the birth of Christ is not only appropriate 

for Christmas, but is the beginning of the studies 
for the coming six months. Show that the four Gos- 
pels are not biographies of Jesus Christ, but four 
galleries filled with pictures of him. We are to study 
selected pictures from the first three of these col- 
lections. These Gospels are ‘‘children of the mem- 
ory,” giving not always an exact chronological 
succession of events, but vivid incidents as they had 
often been rehearsed by eye-witnesses. 

Yet each Gospel has its own purpose governing the 
choice of the incidents it presents. Matthew de- 
scribes Jesus as the royal lawgiver, the fulfilment 
of Old Testament prophecy, and begins the history 
with Abraham, the father of the chosen nation ( Matt. 
1: 1) Mark represents him as the mighty worker, 
and begins with John the Baptist, introducing him 
into his public ministry (Mark 1: 1-9). Luke rep- 
resents him as the friend of man, and traces his 
ancestry back to Adam (Luke 3: 38). John discloses 
him as the Son of God, and points back to the Word, 
which eternally was with God and was God, and 
became flesh in the person of Jesus (John 1: 1, 14-18). 

The first chapter in Matthew, after the title of 
the book, which is verse 1, shows that Jesus was by 
right the King of the Jews because of his descent 
from King David, to whom God promised the throne 
forever through his descendants, as we have been 
learning. It tells us also that Jesus was conceived 
by the Virgin Mary of the Holy Spirit. This second 
chapter reveals to us that the royal child, though 
rejected by his own nation, was sought for and wel- 
comed by Gentiles. We have before us in succes- 
sion 

1. The Gentile Worshippers. Describe the ‘‘ Magi,” 
the Greek word translated in the American Revision 
‘‘Wise-men,” a priestly class who held high political 
rank among the Persians and Medes. They were 
renowned for their knowledge of astronomy, medi- 
cine, philosophy, and religious mysteries; disciples 
of Zoroaster and worshipers of God under the 
emblem of fire; believed in good and evil spirits, 
and that a life of holiness would be rewarded by 
eternal happiness and a life of sin by eternal suffer- 
ing. They believed that a kingdom of God already 
begun on earth would finally triumph over evil, and 
were looking for a king who would reign in righteous- 
ness forever. 

Show that the Jews believed that the true God had 
revealed himself to them only, that he could be 
known only through their sacred scriptures, their 
temple, and their church. How impossible it must 
have seemed to them that their God would guide 
fire-worshipers to their Messiah by the leading of a 
star! 

Show that these Gentiles of the east came and 
worshiped Jesus without hearing a word from him, 
that God honored them with a revelation from 
heaven of truth, which they used wisely, and which 
Jews did not grasp. The Jews hated the doctrine 
that God loved and blessed Gentiles,—or heathen, as 
we should call them. Do any Christians reject that 
doctrine now? The Jews hated Jesus for preaching 
it (Luke 4 30). That doctrine was the answer of 
Jesus to the question of a Jew as to who are saved 
(Luke 13: 23, 28, 29). Greeks who sought an intro- 


9&- 


duction to him were welcomed by one of his most 
sublime utterances (John 12: 20 ff.). Before the 
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Roman captain’ Cornelius had ever heard of Jesus, 
God sent to him an angel (Acts to: 3, 4). The fore- 
most truth to be taught of this visit of the Wise-men 
is Acts 10 : 34, 35. Sympathy with the spirit and aim 
of Christ gives to men in every nation access to God. 

2. The Enemies of the Child. For ages the Jews 
had looked forward to the coming of their Messiah. 
But they had been warned that they would not want 
him (Mal. 3:1, 2). Show that their king did not want 
him, nor the priests of the temple, nor the people 
when they understood his mission (John 1 : 11). 

3. The Message of the Star. God spoke through 
it to the wise men as truly as to the shepherds 
through the angel and to the parents of Jesus through 
the prophet Simeon. They asked, verse 2. The an- 
swer was verse 9. 

The message of the star is the last of a series of 
prophecies extending from the beginning of history, 
pointing with ever-increasing clearness to the coming 
of the Christ. Guide your pupils to find them in the 
Bible. The most important are 

(1.) In the beginning of revelation his coming to 
mankind (Gen. 3 : 15) Her seed shall bruise the 
serpent’s head. 

(2.) In the new beginning the race is named 
through which he should come, the descendants of 
Shem (Gen. 9g: 26, 27). 

(3.) In the beginning of the Hebrew people the 
nation through which he should come, the seed of 
Abraham (Gen. 22: 18). 

(4.) In the time of Jacob the /rzbe through whom 
he should come, whom the peoples of the world should 
obey (Gen. 49 : 10). 

(5.) In the time of David the fam7/y (2 Sam. 7 : 13. 
Comp. Isa. Ir : 1-5). 

(6.) In the time of Micah the fows (Micah 5: 2). 

(7.) Passing now the centuries between the Old 
Testament and the New, the revelation is made of 
the Jerson through whom he should come (Matt. 
I: 20, 21; Luke 1: 30-33). 

(8.) Next, by the angel to the shepherds the day 
is declared (Luke 2: 10, 11). 

(9.) At last the star pointed out the very Aouse 
in which he was (Matt. 2 : 9-11). 

Gather now into one picture the shepherds looking 
on in simple wonder, the prophets of the temple 
beholding the fulfilment of what their Scriptures had 
foretold, scholars from eastern nations acknowledg- 
ing the royalty of the child by gifts and worship, 
and the king of Judea recognizing and fearing the 
rival to his throne; and in the midst of all, in uncon- 
scious majesty, the King of kings in a humble home 
in his mother’s arms, the world’s hope of salvation 
and the chief object of the interest of the hosts of 
heaven. To have printed this picture on your and 
your pupils’ minds and hearts is to have learned 
and taught a precious lesson of the life of Christ. 

Boston, 


~“ 


The size of the city does not determine the size of 
the citizen. 
onal 
For the Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
Solomon’s Policy for the Nation 
This optional lesson will be found on the following page. 
I, Tue 


GENERAL PREPARATION (I 


II : 43). 


[For each member of the Bible class. } 


Kings 9 10 to 


Solomon is known as the king of peace, but he was 
far from being a weakling. His reign, so far as our 
records go, was one of unbroken peacefulness, due 
in part to the vigorous military policy of David, in 
part to his great resources and consequent formid- 
ableness, and possibly, in part, to his own disincli- 
nation for war. His policy seems rather to have been 
directed toward the Sevclenmens of the country and 
the strengthening of its defenses. At strategic 
points, like Hazor, Megiddo, Gezer, and Jerusalem, 
he erected fortresses, well equipped and defended. 
By marriages and in other ways he made alliances 
with the kings round about. That his motive was 


largely commercial is probable. Solomon seems to 
have been shrewd and far-sighted. He fostered 
trade and commerce in every available direction. 


The first to recognize Israel's advantageous location 
for such transactions, he was very successful in pro- 
moting them, making ventures with Tyre, Tarshish, 
Ophir, Arabia, Egypt, and Syria. There were corn 
and oil, wine, balm, and honey to be exported, and 
cedar timber, gold and silver, spices, horses, and 
curiosities to be received in return. Whether he was 
thinking primarily of the increase of the comfort and 
wealth of his people or of the gratification of his own 
pride is uncertain. Much incidental good came to 
the nation in an acquaintance with the world, a con- 
sequent enlargement of its intellectual horizon, and, 
probably, an increase in social comfort, but the peo- 
ple paid for all this a heavy price. They suffered 
more than they were benefited. The luxurious ten- 
dencies of the king were ever on the increase; he set 
(Continued on page 654) 
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Optional Lesson for December 20. The Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon 


I Kings 10: I-10. 


(Study vs. 1-13. 


Read 1 Kings., ohaps. 9-11. 


Compare 2 Chron., chaps. 8, 9.) Memory verses: 6-9. 





Golden Text: When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice.—Prov. 29 : 2. 


COMMON VERSION 


1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of 
the fame of Solomon concerning the name of 
the LORD, she came to prove him with hard 
questions. 

2 And she Jerusalem with a very 
great train, with camels that bare spices, and 
very much gold, and precious stones: and 
when she was come to she com- 
muned with him of all that was in her heart 

3 And Solomon told her all her questions : 
there was not amy thing hid from the king, 
which he told her not 

4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen 
all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he 
had built, 

s And the meat of his table, and the sitting 
of his servants, and the attendance of his min- 
isters, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, 
and his ascent by which he went up unto the 
house of the LORD ; there was no more spirit 
in her. 


came to 


Solomon, 


AMERICAN REVISION 
1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of 
the fame of Solomon concerning the name of 


Jehovah, she came to prove him with hard 


questions. 2 And she came to Jerusalem with 
a very great train, with camels that bare spices, 
and very much gold, and precious stones ; and 


when she was come to Solomon, she com- 
muned with him of all that was in her heart. 
3 And Solomon told her all her questions* 
there was not any thing hid from the king 
which he told her not. 4 And when the queen 
of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon 
that he had built, 5 and the 
food of his table, and the sitting of his servants, 


and the ! attendance of his ministers, and their 


and the house 


apparel, and his cupbearers, and ?his ascent 
by which he went up unto the house of Jeho- 
vah ; there was no more spirit in her. 6 And 


COMMON VERSION 


report that I heard in mine own land of thy 
acts and of thy wisdom. 

7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until I 
came, and mine eyes had seen 7/; and, behold, 
the half was not told me: thy wisdom and pros- 
perity exceedeth the fame which I heard. 

8 Happy are thy men, happy ave these thy 
servants, which stand continually before thee, 
and that hear thy wisdom. 

9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, which de- 
lighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of 
Israel: because the LORD loved Israel for 
ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judg- 
ment and justice 

tro And she gave the king a hundred and 
twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great 
store, and precious stones there came no 
more such abundance of spices as these which 
the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. 

1 Heb. standing 
added wisdom and goodness to the fame 


2 Or, his burnt-offering which he offered in &c. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


I heard in mine own land of thine 3 acts, and 
of thy wisdom. 7 Howbeit I believed not the 
words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen 
it: and, behold, the half was not told me; 
* thy wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame 
which | heard. 8 Happy are thy men, happy 
are these thy servants, that stand continually 
before thee, avd that hear thy wisdom. 9 
Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who delighted 
in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: 
because Jehovah loved Israel for ever, there- 
fore made he thee king, to do justice and 
righteousness. tro And she gave the king a 
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of 
spices very great store, and precious stones: 
there came no more such abundance of spices 
as these which the queen of Sheba gave to 
king Solomon. 


3 Or, sayings * Heb. thou hast 

































6 And she said ta the king, It was a true 


Surroundings and Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 
a ecm 


Time.—After Solomon had reached his greate 
est magnificence, and before the decadence 
that attended the very last years of his reign. Say, 
about his thirtieth year, 993 B.C., or 942 B.C. As- 
syrian. 
PARALLEL PassaGe.—2 Chronicles g : 1-12. 
Connected Events.—Apart from the building of 
the temple and the palace, most of the statements 
made concerning Solomon are undated and general. 
He properly reigned over Israel from Dan to Beer- 
sheba, and his dominion extended over tributary 
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nations from the Mediterranean to the Euphrates. 
He was a great builder, in many localities. He en- 
gaged in commerce on a large scale, and by several 
different routes. He became magnificent in his luxu- 
All these things were proofs of his wisdom, 
but, in addition to them, he had a wide reputation 
for scientific and literary and philosophical attain- 
ments. The biblical writers apparently mention the 
Queen of Sheba as a typical instance, with the impli- 
cation that there were others of the same kind. 
b 

Verses 1, 2a.—What the queen came for.—Sheba: 
In Arabia, far to the southeast of Palestine.-- 7e 
fame of Solomon: The reports of his achievements, 
—For the name of Jehovah: Not ‘ concerning.” 
Solomon's really great achievements, and notably 
the temple, were ‘‘for the name of Jehovah” (see 
1 Kings 3: 2; §: 3, 5; 8: 17-20, 44. 48).—Hard ques- 
tions: questions in politics, so- 


ries. 


In all probability, 
ciology, theology, and ethics, and also word puzzles, 
riddles, matters of mental acrobatics.—A very great 


she said to the king, It was a true report that 


% % % % 


frain: Great in quality 
numbers. 

Verses 26, 3.—Her interview with Solomon.—Com- 
muned with him: Literally, ‘‘spake unto him all 
that was in her mind.” Presumably they had seve- 
ral interviews, though they are here spoken of as if 
they had been concentrated into one. 

Verses 4, 5.—She was affected by what she saw, as 
well as by what Solomon said to her.—A// the wis- 
dom of Solomon; As expressed both in his words 
and in the visible monuments around her. The fol- 
lowing ciauses specify some instances.—7he house: 
Probably the temple, possibly the king’s palace.— 
The meat of his table: ** Food” in the American 
Revision. Solomon's wisdom expressed itself in 
wholesome and dainty housekeeping and cookery as 
well as in other things.— 7%e sitting of his servants : 
His advisers, corresponding to the cabinet ministers 
and the heads of departments in their relations to 
the President of the United States.—//7s ministers : 
Attendants, men in waiting.— 7heir appare/: Livery, 
uniform.—///s cupbearers : The butler seems to have 
been a feature in ancient Oriental households. The 
writer in Chronicles adds ‘‘and their apparel.”’— 
His burnt offering which he offered up in the house 
of Jehovah: This (marg. of Rev. Ver.) is the natural 
rendering. The passages cited to prove that a stair- 
case is meant (1 Chron. 26: 16; 2 Kings 16: 18; 
40 : 26) are not to the point. 
2 Chronicles 9: 


and value, rather than in 


Ezek. 
The parallel word in 
} denotes an upper chamber, not a 
stairway, and may supposably denote the act of as- 
cending. Inthe Greek and other early translations 
the rendering is ‘‘ burnt offerings” in both Kings 
and Chronicles. When Solomon went up into the 
temple to offer up burnt offerings, he made the 
pageant splendid and impressive, and so the Queen 
of Sheba found it.—7here was no more spirit in 
fer: This is sometimes interpreted physically : it 
took her breath away. The better interpretation is 
that she was overcome with astonishment. 

Verses 6, She expresses the conclusions she 
has reached.—7%’ine acts: Utterances and achieve- 
ments of all sorts. The marginal reading, ‘‘ sayings,”’ 
is misleading.—/ de/teved not, etc.: Her compliment 
is so happily expressed that there is nothing finer of 
the kind in literature. 

Verses 8, 9.—She congratulates him.—Hajpfpy are 
thy men, etc.: Note the difference between this word 
and ‘* blessed,” as used in the next verse. ‘‘ Blessed” 
applies to God, or to men in certain direct relations 
with God.—S/and ... before thee, etc.: There is no 
finer educational influence than contact with great 
and good men.—Loved /srae/ forever : She has been 
told of Jehovah's eternal purposes in and through 
Israel.—/udgment and justice: In the American 
Revision, ‘‘ justice and righteousness.” She thinks 
of this as something higher than all his magnificence. 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


~“ 
Better to be tested by our friends than toasted by 


our foes. 
oe 
Suggested Hymns 


= Glorious things of thee are spoken." 

** Praise God, from whom all blessings flow."’ 
“ Lord, I hear of showers of blessing.”’ 

“ God is love ; his mercy brightens.” 

“ Supreme in wisdom as in power.”’ 

“I love thy kingdom, Lord."’ 

** Oh for a heart to praise my God."’ 

“ The God of Abraham praise."’ 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


HE queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solg- 
mon concerning the name of Jehovah (vy. 1). 
How many men have been illustrious for knowl- 

edge of the universe, how few for knowledge of its 
God! How often those who have known the most 
about that God have been hated and slain by those 
who knew the least! This present age is prostrating 
itself before the men who know the laws of matter. 
Its Solomons are the men who understand how atoms 
act in space, and the Queens of Sheba cross oceans 
and continents to bow before them. But a certain 
one man who knew God has done more for humanity 
than all the masters of the physical sciences. It was 
what Jesus Christ knew about the spirit, and not the 
body, of the world, that has made him the guide of 
the ages. We think the great need of the world 
to-day is for men who can discover the secrets, inter- 
pret the laws, and master the forces, of the physical 
universe. We ought to know that the supreme 
necessity of this and every other hour is for men who 
‘know the mind of Jesus Christ,” the only-begotten 
Son of the Father. 

She came to prove him with hard questions. 
There's a Queen of Sheba in our home that proves 
Little Bill with hard questions. ‘Little Bill, have 
you washed your hands and brushed your teeth? 
Be careful now, and tell the truth, for I shall go and 
look at the towel and the brush.” ‘' Little Bill, have 
you learned your spelling-lesson? Steady now! 
Don’t answer without thinking, for I am going to 
hear you recite them.” And Little Bill is not the only 
one who has to stand up and answer hard questions. 
The queen herself does. And so does the queen's 
most humble vassal. ‘tHow shall we make both 
ends meet?” ‘‘ How shall we live simply in an age 
of extravagance?” ‘‘How shall we know which 
duty we ought to do when so many tasks clamor for 
performance?” ‘*How shall we keep cheerful and 
brave amidst sickness and sorrow ?”’ ‘t How shall we 
know the will of God amidst the vicissitudes and un- 
certainties of life?” ‘*Given self—to find God!” 
Whata problem thatis! Don’t imagine that Solomon 
is the only man who gets tested with hard questions. 
To be compelled to answer hard questions, and to 
bear heavy burdens,—these are the penalties of being 
men, 

She communed with him of all that was in her 
heart (vy. 2). She was a mighty fortunate woman to 
find a wise and sympathetic soul like Solomon’s to 
which she could open her whole heart. How few 
people are thus blessed! Some of our friends are not 
wise enough to tempt such confidences, and some are 
too self-absorbed to permit them. And, on the other 
hand, we are often too timid or too secretive to un- 
bosom ourselves even to the wise and good. Asa 
matter of fact, therefore, the most of the people in 
this world are carrying burdens of sorrow and igno- 
rance and guilt that crush them to the earth just for 
the need of some Solomon with whom they could 
commune of all that isin their heart. I met an old 
friend of mine last summer whose life had been a 
long series of misfortunes. ‘‘At seventy-two,” he 
said, ‘‘I am prepared to affirm that sympathetic 
companionship is the supreme need of the human 
soul. And now my old friends are all dead, and 
there is nothing about me to attract new ones. My 
heart is heavy as lead. My heart is lonely as a des- 
ert. My heart is as hungry as a wolf.” Sympathetic 
companionship! Give that to your friends, even 




























LESSON FOR DECEMBER 20 


though no one gives it to you, It isa 
greater gift than money, It is a greater 
boon than fame or power. I had rather 
you would open your heart to me than 
your pocketbook, 

There was no more spirit in her (v. 
5). This is the f 
with genius. I never met a truly 
man who did not crush me. The recog- 
nition of powers so vastly above my own 

takes all the spirit out of me. I used to 
feel that way in the presence of Dwight 
L. Moody, who was in every respect the 
greatest na in Iever knew. He dwarfed 
an ordinary person like a mountain. 
But, 

genius produces a second effect, It lifts 
up the soul that it casts down, Dis- 
couragement is always followed by in- 
spiration. The young soldier whose 
knees knock together and whose spinal 
cord limbers at the first sight of Na- 
poleon takes a second look and his sword 
leaps from its scabbard. 

Happy are thy men, happy are these 
thy servants, that stand continually 
before thee (v. 8). It occurs to me that 
here is a pretty acid test for most of us. 
Are your servants that stand continu- 
ally before thee so very happy? Are 
your children? Are your pupils? I 
have knowna good many employers and 
parents and teachers and preachers 
whom it was sheer misery to be before 
continually. A person could stand it for 
a few minutes, maybe seven and a half, 
or possibly eight, but ‘‘continually!”’ 
exile was preferable. 


CINCINNATI, O. 
4 


He has already touched success who 
can be taught by another's success with- 
out tasting envy. 


bd 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


HE QUEEN OF 

THE FAME OF SOLOMON, 

CaME TO PROVE HIM WITH Harp 
Qurstions."’"—Learned Moslems of Trip- 
oli visited Lebanon, Syria, to prove with 
hard linguistic questions Dr. 
Van Dyck, the American Arabic scholar 
(deceased 1895), and they left dissatisfied 
because the missionary ‘‘told"’ them ; 
that is, answered all their questions sat- 
isfactorily. Orientals celebrated for 
physical or mental strength are in the 
habit of traveling distances to meet and 
measure swords with one another. In 
some cases the object seems to be ‘‘ doting 
about questions and strifes of words”’ 
(t Tim. 6: 4; 1: 4, 6); in others, as 
in the case of this queen, a desire to 
know, and a readiness to give credit 
where credit is due. Impatient at the 
trying reticence of the sacred record as 
to the ‘‘hard questions,”’ Oriental in- 
genuity supplied the following tradition: 
Five hundred boys dressed in girls’ 
clothes, and as many girls in boys’ 
clothes, were presented to Solomon, with 
the request that he would tell which were 
boys and which were girls. This he 
unerringly did, by saying that those who 
tucked up their sleeves to the shoulder 
and washed their arms were girls, while 
those who merely dipped their hands in 
water were boys. He was requested to 
thread a diamond cut through in 
This he did by making a worm with a 
thread in its mouth pass through the 
stone. A cup was presented to be filled 
with water which came neither from 
heaven nor earth. This was done 
collecting the perspiration of a_ wild 
horse. And, when a sealed box was 
presented, Solomon guessed that it con- 
tained a crystal goblet. Both in form 
and substance there is an evident differ- 


SHEBA 


zigzags. 


by 


ence between such late accretions and 
the Bible record. 

‘* THERE WAS NO MORE SPIRIT IN HER." 
—The modern Oriental form of this ex- 


pression on experiencing something ex- 
traordinary is, ‘‘ My mind fled,” or, ‘I 
fled from the ropes of my mind.” 
‘Happy ARE THY Men.”’—Of such as 
excel in saintliness or wisdom it is still 
said in the East, ‘‘ Happy is the ground 


( Continued on 


next page) 
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Set 6 Individual Salad Forks, gilt . 
“ 1 Child’s Knife, Fork, aooee ° 

50 * 1 Baby Spoon ° 

” Same, gilt ° ° 

1 Gravy Ladle, gilt 

* 1 Berry Spoon, gilt . 

‘ 1 Butter Knife and Sugar Spoon. seit 

* 1 Salad Fork and Spoon, gilt . 

85-piece Family Assortinent Set 

72-piece Wedding Chest 


Set ¢ Tea Spoons eae oe ee eee 
6 Table Renans or Forks . , & «3 0 

6 Dessert Spoons or Forks __. , a ae 

* 6 each Medium Knives one Forks ji -2,4 4 

* 6 Orange Spoons, gilt ° e ¢ 

6Soup Spoons. . 

12 A. Dy. Coffee Spoons. gilt” 

H Bonillon Spoons . . 

“ 6 Individual Butter Knives 

* 6 Individual Salad Forks 


“ ® 








To show the range of prices we 
have illustrated and listed above a 
few items. These prices include 
express charges from the factory 
and cost of special packing. Ask 
your dealer for his prices. 


Somewhere in your town, in a 
store you pass every di 1y, is some 
one who is hoping for a chance to 
show you this ‘ Onema Commu 
nity Quauity ” Silver-plated ware, 

You will find that store very 
easily. If not, write to us. 


NITY, which we will be 


mail free. 


Oneida Community, 
Oneida, N. Y., 





When answering advertisements, siento mention The Sunday School Times. 


AN PELOUBET’S GRADED 
ji Illustrated Lesson Quarterlies 


Universally preferred by all progressive Sunday-school teachers, For 
over a quarter of a century these Quarterlies have stood at the head of the 
list. Each editor is a well-known authority in his sphere. Each lesson is 
adapted to the understanding and requirements of pupils of all ages, being 
\ graded according to the development of the mind it is designed to assist. 


Teachers’ Quarterlies 


The greatest assistance to teachers who are anxious to present the les 


. son in the most helpful and concise form. The special notes for teachers 
W are written by the Rev. A. F. Schauffler and Mrs. M. G. Kennedy, and 
WW contain many suggestions of new methods of practical work,—methods 
\Wy which they have tried and found successful. Every teacher should be pro- 


vided with these exceptional aids to good teaching. 


Home Department Quarterly 


Bible 
thoroughly 


text, besides a wealth of 
advanced, It is rich in 


annotations the 
rhis quarterly is 


Suggesuions, 


Contains full-page 
regular matter. 
thought and full of 


on 


Superintendents are invited to send for samples 
W and descriptive catalogue. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston and Chicago 
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a copy, 


America’s Winter Resorts &'>'< 


looks like sterling silver is manship of these deep cut designs. wear for practically a life time, 
marked. ] ike sterling ware, the sets are) and stil keep the price down to 
on — packed o white boxes w - near the former price of “five 
—— 7 ——— white silk linings which show the year” goods. This is what we | 
eee clean, beautiful outline of each jiean by lriple-plus.” All our | 








6.00 
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80,00 


We publish a little book giving 
the history of the Onerpa Commnu- 


to 


Send for booklet H 


Limited 


December, 1903 
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New York Central, 


send a 





Bread 
Receipt 


Corn Starch Talk 


By 


Mrs. Helen Armstrong. 





The use of Kingsford’s Oswego Corn 
Starch in bread is not nearly so general 
as it might be if the advantages were 
known. A lightness and delicacy are 
assured by sifting a small proportion 
with a good bread flour, and the color 
attractive. If Kingsford’s Os- 
wego Corn Starch be relied upon, suc- 
cessis certain, and we need have no fear 
of adulteration or unwholesomeness. 


WHITE BREAD—QUICK METHOD. 
ONE 


is very 


LOAF, 

Soften one cake of compressed yeast 
with three tablespoons of lukewarm 
water. (A smaller quantity of yeast 
may be used with equally good results, 
simply taking more time for raising.) 
Sift into a bowl one and one-half cups 
of best patent flour, half a cup of Kings 
ford’s Oswego Corn Starch and a tea- 
spoon of salt. Pour into this gradually 
cup of warm milk, the softened 
yeast cake, and beat the batter hard for 
minutes. Cover closely and set 
aside to raise. When full of bubbles 
and almost doubled in bulk, beat the 
mixture again and work in about a cup 
and a half of flour, or enough to make 
a firm dough easily handled on the 
board without extra flour. When suffi- 
ciently kneaded, the dough will be even 
and smooth without any dry flour on 
the surface ; it may then be shaped into 
a loaf (long and narrow preferred) and 
put into a well-buttered pan. Cover 
again, raise and brush over with soft 
butter when ready tobake. Haveoven 
hot enough to brown the loaf lightly in 
ten minutes, then decrease the heatand 
finish baking, allowing about forty min- 
utes in all. Remove from the pan im- 
mediately when it is done and place to 
cool where the air may circulateabout it. 

(CORN STARCH TALKS TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Book of new and original cooking receipts sent free, 
by The Oswego Starch Factory, Oswego, N. Y. 
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They s Say money 
does not make people happy 
Try a box of 












UNSURPASSABLE 


CANDIES. 


| 

863 BROADWAY, 

508 FIFTH AVE. 

21 W. 42nd.ST. 

150 BROADWAY. 
NEW yorK. 


\ CANDIES SENT EVERYWHERE BY MAIL oe EXPRESS. 

















/ Sunday- -School Record. Price, 7 00 


From your bookseller or direct, 


and catalog ] 
lomlinson, Pub 


,17 Van Kuren Sereet, Chicago, 


stamp to George H. Daniels, 


New York. 

















































THE SUNDAY 





654 








ereeeee 


WILDE’S~ BOOKS 


With Flintlock and Fife | The Little Queen 











By Everett T. ToMiinson. By Eva Mappen 
This is the initial story of a series on early colo- This story is based on a period of English and 
nial history, and is based upon the Battle of Lake | French history, but it is history which reads 
George. It is a stimulating g story,which will excite like a romance, for in it Richard the I1., King 
the reader to further interest in these early years. of England, takes a little princess of but seven 
356 pp. Illustrated. Cloth, $1.20 net; post- a of age, who belonged to the royal house of 
age, 15 cents additional rance, as his Queen. 


340 pp. Illustrated. Cloth, 85 cents net; 
With Fremont the Pathfinder postage, ro cents additional. 
By Joun H. Wuitson. 7 . 

The mere mention of Fremont the Pathfinder With Rodgers on the President 
calls up adventurous and stirring deeds of By James Oris. 
kind destined to attract and interest all The 
en portraits of the great Pathfinder and his fel- 
a voyageurs are true to life, and the historical 
portions true to the facts of history 

320 pp. Illustrated. Cloth, $1.20 net; post- 
age, 15 cents additional 


The story of the cruise wherein the Sagship 
fire d the first hostile shot in the war with Great 

Sritain for the rights of American seamen 

348 pp Illustrated. Cloth, $1.20 net; post- 
age, 15 cents additional. 


In a Brazilian Jungle 
By CLaupe H, Wetmore. 

From first to last this story is filled with the 

Miss Deland’s new book will be hailed with activities of South American life, showing the 
delight by her many friends, for it is the first many peculiarities characteristic of these South- 
work of this author for sometime. Its principal ern people. 
characters are three young ladies, and the basis 315 pp. Illustrated. Cloth, $1.20, net; post- 
of the story is their man y and varied experiences age, 15 cents additional. 
during a trip abroad 

360 pp. Illustrated. Cloth, $1.20 net; post- Out of a Fleur-de-Lis 
age, 15 cents additional. The History, Romance, and Biography of 

the Louisiana Purchase E xposition. 

The Sword of Wayne By CLaupe H. Wetmore. 

on har ppmnenin ar &. Woon. : This volume is divided into three parts. Part 
, This is a com anion volume to ‘‘ On the Fron- One is a concise history of the Louisiana terri- 
tier with St. Clair,”’ and presents a full and at- tory. Part ‘I'wo pictures the methods of con- 
tractive picture of the dashing hero of Stony struction used in building a world’s fair city. 


Three Girls of Hazelmere 
$y Ecrten DovuGias Devanp. 


Point in his Western campaign. Part Three consists of biographical sketches. 

368 pp. Illustrated. Cloth, $1.20 net; post- Kleven full-page illustrations. 444 pp. Cloth, 
age, 15 cents additional. $1.50. 

The Pleasant Street Partnership A Gentle Pioneer 
By Mary F. Leonarp. By Amy E. BLANCHARD. 

A story about young people which young and This is a story of the opening up of the great 
old will both enjoy reading. It is based upon West, for the young heroine of the story, with 
the unexpected appearance of a small shop her father, left her Eastern home to follow the 
within the borders of an old and exclusive example of the long line of emigrants who turned 
neighborhood their faces toward the Ohio 

269 pp. Illustrated. Cloth, 85 cents net; 336 pp. Illustrated. Cloth, $1.20, net; post- 
postage, 10 cents additional age, 15 cents additional. 





ALL OF OUR BOOKS ARE FOR SALE BY BOOKSELLERS IN GENERAL, 
Complete Illustrated and Descriptive Catalogue Sent Free on Request. 
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on which they walk,” or, ‘‘I wish I 
dust under his feet.” 


AND TWENTY TALENTS OF GOLD, A 


phase of Oriental hospitality, and, 


those days, the richest of the rich. 


excel in the display of hospitality. 
SHWEIR, Mr. LEBANON, SyRIA. 


~ 
toa puncture from facts. 
<2? 
The Lesson Outli 


The Spirit of a Queen 
1. Her Interest in Divine Truth: 
Concerning the name of Jehovah (1). 


I2 : 42). 


(Deut. 4 : 29). 


(Jer. 29 : 13). 


3- Her Humble Candid Inquiry : 
All that was in her heart (2). 





120 BOYLSTON ST. 192 MICHIGAN AVE. 
BOSTON, MASS. W. A. WILDE COMPANY CHICAGO, ILL. 
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$ | Seek ye Jehovah, all ye meek (Zeph. 
; Casting all your anxiety upon him (1 
+ = 

6, 7). 
4. Her Abundant Reward: 
| Told her all her questions (3-5). 















The Grand Prize for 
Bookbinding and 
Oxford India Paper 


Oxford i= 3 Bibles 
Reference Teachers’ Concordance 


Light, thin, compact, beautifully printed on Oxford India Paper 
RECENTLY ISSUED 


OXFORD Srtroronouncinc BIBLES 


Superb Large Type Editions. Reference-Concordance-Teachers 


Paris Bapesttion, 1900 
Highest Award 














For sale by all booksellers. Send for catalogue. 
° +f American Branch 
Oxford University Press 3™S0i"53 fini Avenue, New York City. 


5. Her Open Confession : 
A true report.... Half was not told 
With the mouth confession is made 
0:9). 


(Luke 8 : 39). 





6. Her Grateful Generosity : 
She gave the king... talents of gold 


| Vow, and pay unto Jehovah (Psa. 76:1 
He that watereth shall be watered 
II 
























Shoes an? Rations for a Long March 


Or, Needs and Supplies in Every-Day Life. @ By H. Clay Trumbull, D.D. 
360 pages, I2mo, $1.50 net (postage, 13 cents), 


Dr. Trumbull from his youth up has been intensely interested in men as men, 
and his army-chaplain talks in camp and field and prison and at home appeal directly 
to men in a most forceful manner. Every Sunday-school and Y. M. C. A. worker 
will find in these talks a personal message uplifting and spiritually helpful. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 153 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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ties. 


It exhibits a concrete instance 
good results of his policy. The 








It was glorious for all concerned 
























Brown’s Famous Pictures 


Reproductions of famous 
paintings by old and 
modern masters 
2,000 subjects in 
Black and White 
or Sepia 

Size, 54% x8. 

ONE CENT 

EACH 

120 for $1.00 

arge Platino- 
prints and Car- 
bonprints, 3 cts. 
each 
Our new 48-page 
catalogue with 
1,000 illustrations 
Y and two sample pic- 
7 tures for twe ent 
7 stamp. Geo. P. Brown 
& Co., Beverly, Mass. 


THE BUSINESS END 









ofA SUNDAY SCHOOL 


This is the title of an instructive little 
book we send free to show the way to Sun- 
day School improvement. It is brim full 
of plans and ideas that help wonderfully 
in Sunday School development. 


YOU NEED THIS BOOK. 


It contains 72 pages of bright, helpful, 
up-to-date, practical suggestions and illus- 
trations of wonder-working helps and 
methods. SENT FREE ALL POSTAGE 
PREPAID. Write today. 


HAMMOND PUB.CO. 


DEPARTMENT 29 
MILWAUKEE, WIS. 




















those who had to pay for it. 
Solomon seems to represent ot 
had great possibilities before him, 
he failed to realize because of his 
ambition. He was carried away 
example of other sovereigns. Ma 


statesmanship, and explains his 


ing, but seems too roseate. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 
Note by the Editor.—Professor Sanders 


pared a leaflet naming useful books bearing 

Old Testament studies, and containing als 
cal suggestions on the conduct of a Sen 
Class. While only the Bible and The Sunda 
| Times are necessary to follow these Seni 

















‘* AND SHE GAVE THE KING A HUNDRED | 


SPICES VERY GREAT STORE, AND PRE 
Stones.” — Haddya (presents) are a 
it may be admitted that it was a rich | 
queen of a rich country, it remains true : r 
that such gifts must have taxed, in Scott’s Emulsion. 


known that some Orientals part with the It gives that rich vital 


most precious of their possessions, and nourishment which is the 
run themselves into debt, in order to 


A pneumatic fame is always subject 


| When thou searchest... with all thine heart 


Seek me, and find me, ... with all your heart 


Lacketh wisdom, ask of God (Jas. 1 : 5). 
2: 3). 


Thirst after righteousness; .. . filled 
5 : 6). 

Draw nigh to God... nigh to you (Jas. 

Unto him thatis athirst. . . freely (Rev. 


Declare .. . things God hath done for thee 


Confess me, ... him will I also (Matt. 10: 32). 


: 25). 
Give, and it shall be given (Luke 6 : 38). 


For the Senior Bible Class edged portfolio. Price, 35 cents each. 


up a state which, although magnificent, A choice collection. Neither time nor 
was tyrannous in its demands upon the money has been spared in reproducing 
nation. Apparently, his people became these pictures in the most artistic manner. 
more and more impatient, and awaited We have an especially good selection 


his death in order to assert their 
The visit of the Queen of Sheba throws 


a halo about Solomon's foreign relations. Size of card, 6x 8 inches. Price, 1 cent. 


became known, his fame was spread 
abroad, his glory was publicly confessed. W. A. Wilde Company, Besten & Cateage 


compares him to Queen Elizabeth for Its chapters treat of very practicai difficulties, which 


career as the outworking of a definite Schoo! limes 
and sagacious plan for the unification of | _,Prict, 12me, 140 Pages, Go cents, met; postage, 5 
his people. His view is worth consider- 
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TWO KINDS 
OF CHILDREN 


ND OF d 
crous) Children that grow too fast 
while) and those that seem hardly 
to grow at all, both need 


were 


It is 


secret of all healthy growth. 
It rounds out the long limbs, 
and helps children to grow 
without using up all their 
strength in growing. 
Mothers ought to know 
more about the wonderful 
ne | help which Scott’s Emulsion 





te feeee Sen Gade, OM. would give their children. 


We'll send you a sample free upon request. 
SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, New York. 











Buy the truth, and sell it not (Prov. 23 : 23). Faas s aa 
Thy face, Jehovah, will I seek (Psa. 27 : 8). 
As the hart, . . . so panteth my soul ( Psa. 42: 1). 
Seek ye first his kingdom (Matt. 6 : 33). 
2. Her Earnest, Perscvering Search : 
The queen... heard,... she came (1, 2). 
| She came from the ends of the earth (Matt. 


Pet. 5: 





«|| WILDE’S 


4:8). 


«|! Pictures and 
“» || Colorgraphs 


(Rom. 











COLORGRAPHS 


These pictures are, as the title suggests, 
reproductions in color. 


(10) | The subjects have been carefully selec- 
‘ | ted from the most famous works of the old 

T). | and modern masters. 

(Prov. | The ‘‘Colorgraphs’’ will at once be 


recognized as gems of art, for their faith- 
fulness to the originals in the depth and 
beauty of coloring brings them close to 
the possible limits of reproductive art. 
The ‘‘ Colorgraphs"’ are 8 x 10 inches in 
size, and each is enclosed in a neat deckle- 


Wilde’s Bible Pictures 


illustrating the Life of Christ, from the 
Annunciation to the Ascension. A child 
can comprehend a picture when words 
fail to appeal to him. 


liber- 


of the No orders received for less than ten copies. 


nation Catalog and Lists Sent Free on Request. 











except 

— READY IN BOOK FORM 

which Dr. Trumbull’s 

selfish HOW TO DEAL WITH 
theson DOUBTS AND DOUBTERS 





thole have come to the author's personal attention, and 
WHOl€ have appeared from time to time in The Sunday 


cents additional 


INDIVIDUAL WORK By i. Clay 
FOR INDIVIDUALS Trumbull 


has pre- Over 13,009 used by the Presbyterian Evangelisti: 
on these | Committ 

) practi Price of paper edition, 35 cents; $3 75 per dozen ; 
or Rible $30.00 per hundred ; cloth, 75 cents 


y School | The International Committee of Young Men's 
or Bible ' Christian Associations, 3 W. 29th St., New York. 
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Church and Chapel | 


Organs 


THE 





AP one interested in the pur- 

chase of an instryment of 
music for Sunday-schools, churches 
of moderate size, lodge-rooms, etc. 
should investigate THE VOCALION, 

An improvement upon the or- 
dinary reed organ so pronounced | 
as to find universal favor among 
all who appreciate tonal quality. 

Thousands in use—Universally 
satisfactory. 

Catalog with specifications upon 
request, 

Prices range from 


$225.00 to $3,000.00 





The Vocalion Organ Co. 


74 Jackson St., Worcester, Mass. 

















Daily Pad 
Calendar 

















The edition for 1904 of the famous Pope 
Bicycle Calendar is ready. Many improve- 
ments. A memorandum leaf for every day 
in the year. Free at our stores or by mail 
prepaid on receipt of five 2-cent stamps. 
POPE MFG. €O., Hartford, Conn.; Wells and 
Sehiller Sta., Chicago, LL; 2 Columbus Ave., 
Boston, Mass. ; 15 Snow St., Providence, R. I.; 12 
Warren St., New York, N. Y.; 909 Arch St., Phila- 
delphia, I’ a.; 817 14th St.. N. W., Washington, D.C.; 
451 Mission ‘ée., San Francisco, Cal. 


| the Kingdom. 





| Solomon, 
| sort, 
| his country or their supporter ? 
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Class outlines, the advantage of a judicious reading 
in a few carefully selected books bearing on the pas- | 
under study can hardly be overestimated. 
leaflet will be sent for a two-cent stamp by the | 


Sages 


The 


Publishers, 1031 Walnut Street, P hiladelphia 
Wade, ‘‘Old Testament History” 
(298-300, 305-309); Stanley, ‘ Jewish 


Church,” 
‘* United 


Lectures 26 and 28; 
Kingdom ” (§143-150); 


Kent, 
Guthe’s 


article, ‘‘Israel,’’ in the Encyclopedia 
Biblica (II, 2237),—-give interesting and 
very varied catimates of Solomon and 


his policy. Matheson, ‘‘ Representative 
Men of Israel,” in the chapter on ‘ Sol- 
omon the Wise” (283-302), is worth read- 
ing for his very unusual characterization 
of Solomon. 


III. FOR STUDY AND 


QUESTIONS Discus- | 


SION, 
To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for care- 
ful consideration, to members of the class. | 
3. Solomon, the King of Peace. 


(I.) | 


| What justified the use of this title in re- | 


lation to Solomon ? 
2. His Measures for Strengthening 
(2.) What did he do by 


way of defense? (3.) Was the building 


|of fortresses his one method of provid- 


ing against external danger ? 

. tts Discovery of the Outside 
World. (4.) What was  Solomon’s 
method of entering into alliances with 
other nations? Of what value were 
these alliances tothe nation? (5.) What 


double purpose may we assume to have 


actuated his eager 
cial advantages ? 

4. The Queen of Sheba, (6.) Where 
was her kingdom? Was it really of im- 
portance? (7.) What were her probable 
motives in seeking Solomon? (8.) Was 
in fostering alliances of this 
forgetful of the best interests of 


pursuit of commer- 


Israel, 
permanent 


5. Solomon's 


Work for 
What did he 


establish of 


| value to the nation ? 


6. His Fanu/t. (10.) What was 
element in his character which made 
reign seem a failure? 


his 
IV. Some LEapING THOUGHTS, 


Glory may be very real and splendid, 
yet it is costly in the waste of that which 
| 4s very precious. 
| purchaser. 

The highest proof of a wise policy is 
the contentedness, 
| prosperity, 
| Yare University, 


It comes high to any 


the loyalty, and the 
of a people. 


~ 


| 

| . , 
| [General discussion under the leader’s direction.] 
} 

| 

} 

| 

| 

} 

| 

} 

| 

| 

| 
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They who come 
| go away empty. 


‘a 


| A Christmas Giving 
Exercise 


By Mrs. C. C. Townsend 








Te Illuminated 


Lessons 
On the Life of Jesus 


DR. WILLIAM BYRON FORBUSH, author of 
“The Boy Problem,” has worked out, by actual 
experience with his famous class, an original, pic- 
turesque, inspiring Sunday-school course. 

Accompanies International Lessons for 1904 and 
soos. Solves these school problems: Attendance, 


HEN the giving plan suggested 
The Sunday School Times was ac- 
cepted and presented to our school 

all entered into it in their own hearty way. 

Our advertisement was; ‘‘ An evening of 

giving instead of receiving. A surprise pro- 

gram.’’ 

The evening of December 23 was bright, 

and the crowd poured in till every seat was 

full. The admission was by potatoes, 
over seven bushels were taken. 

After a chorus and a prayer, the surprise 

program went forward by calling of classes. 

Primary! (Offering, pennies. ) 


’ 





order, interest in the Bible, real religions education. 
It introduces apparatus which makes an addition 


Of permanent and constant value 


to the equipment of the school. Practica) for the 
most timid teacher, and within reach of the smallest 
Sunday-school. 

Send 25 cents for the handbook, itself 


A complete help to the 1904 lessons 
or send for Dr. Forbush’s free descriptive circular. 


UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 
19th Street and Sth Avenue, New York City 


New Pictures of Palestine | 


LANTERN SLIDES AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
STEREOPTICON LANTERNS 


Send for catalogue ‘‘ F,"’ showing view 
of the world and religious subject 


William H. Rau 


f all parts 


Philadelphia, Pa 








1324 Chestnut Street | 





A little girl appeared on the stage dressed 
as Mother Goose, and carrying a goose in 
her arms. She told of discouragement. The 
children had been so trying. 
them, unless there was real improvement, no 
Christmas should they have, 
didn’t want them so disappointed. 
were coming now, 
they had to say. 

(Enter Jack and Jill in costume, achorus of voices 
saying the rhyme.) 

Sack ’ Dear Mother Goose, we used to be 
careless, but we don’t spill water any more, 

Jill: We never fall down, and mother 
| gives us pennies for being careful (hok ding | 
| up little bags of pennies) ns 


and she would hear what 





(9. ) 
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the | 


with open mind never 
| 


Some Live Things 


for Live 


Issued by THE PILGRIM PRESS, Dealers 
in Church and Sunday- School Supplies 


First.—For the lower end of the scho 


Beginners’ Course, arranged by the 


per quarter; sample free. Picture 


price. 


Schools 


ol, The Little Pilgrim two years’ 


International Committee. 5 





cents 
cards to accompany same at the same 


Second.— For the upper end of the school, an advanced course on The Books 


of the Bible in Connection with their Place in History. 


of 200 pages, prepared by Prof. H. 
cents ; sample pages free. 


modern scholarship. 





Third.—-Textless Quarterlies. 


mediate grades. They are different 


interesting, more complete, more hel 


Bible in the class. 


-The 


l essons 


best aid for teachers anc 
The Pilgrim Teacher, 


Fourth 

lesson writer, says, "' 
teachers’ magazines. 
Besides t 
Io cents per gq 


ments lately introduced. 
Only 50 cents a year ; 
Fifth 


also 


Ihe best Sunday-sch 
The 
are plenty of beautiful melodious tt 


trivial meaningless hym 


hearty genuine ring. 
and 35 cents. Sample pages free. 
Sixth.—Exchangeable Sunday-school 


school the reading of about three 


amount of money could buy. Our 
—_—— $$ —$_$____—_— 
Seventh Record books, card catalogues, 

everything, in fact, required by live 


prices from 


J. H. Tewksbury, 
Business Manager, 

14 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Mass. 


No-other like it. 


International 


You need to see the Teacher to note 


ool hymnal is Pilgrim Songs. 


It is beautifully printed 


The Pilgrim Press : ‘1 


A text-book 
T. Fowler of Brown University. 50 


It recognizes the results of 


Inter- 
More 


Lessons. Senior and 
from the ordinary quarterlies, 


pful, besides compelling the use of the 


5 cents ; samples free. 


1 adult scholars on the International 


Dr. J. A. MceKamy, 


an experienced 


In my opinion you are a long way in advance of all the 


all the improve- 


veing the best it is also the cheapest. 


uarter to schools ; sample free. 


Lhis is different 


ns and tunes are not there, but there 


ines and inspiring hymns that havea 


and bound, and sells for 25 
Libraries as furnished by us give a 
times as many good books as the same 


catalogue tells all about it. 


class books, 
had at right 


punch cards, maps, 


schools, can always be 


ealers in church and Sun- 
school supplies from 
sources, Agencies at 

New York and Chic: ago. 


_ 








by | 


and | 


She had warned | 


and yet she | 
« They | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mother Goose: Well, well, you surely are | 
improving. Wait here by me. 
(4 ed om page 657 


Edited by one of the foremost 
Biblical scholars of our time, The 


expositions are a revelation to those 
who are unaccustomed to clear de- 
lineations of the fundamental truths 
of the Word of God 


“Select Notes” 
is certainly the greatest help to Sun- 
day-school teachers published, as it 
gives them a clear and full under- 
standing of the truth as brought out 
by the International Sunday-school 
Lessons. 





The Gist 
of the 
Lessons 


For Sunday School 
Teachers 


By R. A, Torrey 


Sap’t ww 4 Bible 
Institute, Chicago 

Bound in Full Leath. 
or only, substantial 

attractive, flexible, gold 
embossed, 160 pages. 


ONLY 25 CENTS 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 
63 Washington Street, Ch icago 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


OXFORD MAPS 


THE 
GIST 
OF THE 
LESSON 

















Sample pages sent on application. 











Price, bound in cloth, $1.25, 
postpaid. 
For sale by all booksellers. 
W. A. WILDE 
COMPANY 


Boston and 
Chicago. 
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BIBLE STUDY COURSE 


At home by mail. This book, ‘‘ Home 
Bible Study,’’ free if you enroll now. 
a hae lerms easy for free catalog write 


veviGa ©- J. BURTON, President lowa Chris- | 


tian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 


By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 


These maps cover all Biblical 


| Palestine Geography, and are accepted 
| Western Asia authority, containing all re- 
} , , centdiscoveries. The map of 
Egypt and Sinai Palestine is essential for the 
St. Paul’ coming lessons. Special terms 
t. Paul's to Sabbath-schools for these 
Travels maps; sive for the four maps 


OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Oxford, Obie. 


Corns Removed, Don't cut 
~ them and put your- 
elf in danger of blood-poisoning. 
Don't put acid or poison on them, 
Don't do anything but use Ae 
CORN SALVE, 1I5¢. at your 


druggist’s or by mail. 
Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia 








answering advertisements, please 


When 
| mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Did You Ever Try Picture Teaching 
in Your Sunday-School Work? 








HAT would you think of having an actual pho- 
tograph to help you in teaching every Sunday- 
school lesson to your class? Don't you think 

you'd find pretty useful a set of photographic pictures 
that would make the scenes and persons and every- 
day matters of the Bible a vivid reality before you 
own and your pupils’ eyes ? 

For the first time in the history of Sunday-schoo! 
journalism, that sort of a Bible picture is going to be 
placed within reach of every Sunday-school worker in 
the world. Through the enterprise of The Sunday 
School Times, and the exceptional opportunities this 
paper enjoys for getting such pictures, this is made 
possible. Dr. and Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie, who live on 
Mt. Lebanon, Syria, are constantly on the watch 
for photographs and scenes in the Bible land where 
they live which will illustrate the coming Sunday- 
school lessons, and they send to The Sunday School 
Times, every few weeks, fresh photographic views 
taken in Palestine and Egypt, often especially to illus 
trate the lessons on which Mrs. Howie writes for this 
paper. The representative of an American’ pho- 
tographer of national reputation has lately returned 
from the East with a remarkable series of new pho- 
tographs of Bible scenes and places which are at the 
Times’ disposal. And in still other ways The Sun- 
day School Times has been scouring the world for 
fresh, striking, unusual, yet accurate, representations 
of typical life in our Lord's land, in order to make it 
possible for all Sunday-school teachers and superin- 


tendents and scholars to possess for themselves such 
real illustrations of the Bible lessons they study as 
have never before even been attempted. 

The lessons for 1904 begin with six months on the 
Life of Christ. For each lesson The Sunday School 
Times is preparing a beautifully reproduced photo- 
graph, to be printed on a separate sheet of enameled 
paper. These pictures, if placed by the Sunday-school 
teacher or superintendent in the hands of every 
pupil in the class or school, will give just the added 
interest in the bible lesson that so many earnest 
workers have been trying to secure on the part of 
their pupils. 

Or try this plan,—it has already been tried with 
great success by teachers who have used pictures with 
remarkable effectiveness in Sunday-school. Give each 
pupil a blank book. At the top of each page, every 
Sunday before coming to Sunday-school, have him 
(or her) write neatly the date and title and Bible ref- 
erence of the lesson, and the Golden Text just under 
it. When the time for class study on Sunday comes, 
hand each pupil a copy of the beautiful lesson photo- 
graph in the new series to be published by The Sun- 
day School Times, Let them slip it into their blank 
books (which they are always to bring to Sunday- 
school), and, on going home, have them paste the 
picture neatly into the book, and under it write, in 
their own words, a brief story of that day's lesson. 

On the next Sunday read their stories yourself, and 
perhaps read aloud to the class the best one, as a spe- 
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cial honor, or read them in rotation, Sunday after 
Sunday. Explain to the pupils that by doing this 
for six months they will have written their own illus- 
trated life of Christ, and see with what enthusiasm 
they will go in for it. It may help to solve the atten- 
dance problem, for no one will want to be absent and 
miss getting the picture. And, almost without know- 
ing it, your pupils wil] be studying the lesson at home, 
or at least the title and reference and Golden Text 
when they write these out in their baoks. And how 
splendidly it will ‘* ciinch"’ the lesson in their minds 
to write it out afterwards in their own words ! 








Would you like to try the effect of such 
pictures as these in your Sunday-school 
for the first three months of 1904? The 
pictures will be sold.a package of thirteen 
of them, for TEN CENTS. Thirteen dif- 
ferent pictures, each on a separate sheet 
of enameled paper about 6 by 8 inches, for 
less than a cent apiece, postage free! If 
you will place your order now, stating how 
many sets for the first quarter of 1904, at 
ten cents a set, you desire, the publishers 
will enter your order at once, and the pic- 
tures will be delivered to you before the 
first lesson of the new year. More than 
once our Sunday-school supplies have be- 
come exhausted, and we have had to return 
orders. Order now, and run no risk. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








HE generous contributors to the fund to send a 
trained Sunday-school worker to Mexico, in an- 
swer to that nation’s appeal for help in saving 

its children through the Sunday-school, will welcome 
the news that none other than Mrs, Mary Foster Bry 
ner herself has been selected by the International 
I:xecutive Committee to be the first living response to 
our sister nation’s appeal. Mrs. Bryner, will go to 
Mexico late in December. She will devote herself 
to instructing the eager Christian workers there in the 
best and most effective methods of Sunday-school 
work, holding Sunday-school institutes and confer- 
ences, and carrying to that land the inspiration and 
blessing and solid instruction that have already made 
her work and presence memorable in so many sec- 
tions of our own land. She will continue this work 
until she returns, the last of February, to join the 
delegates for the World's Convention in Jerusalem. 
While Mrs. Bryner is working in Mexico, the Execu- 
tive Committee will be on the lookout for a capable 
person who may be appointed later as a Sunday- 
school Field Worker for Mexico, provided the Sunday- 
schools and Christian people of the United States and 
Canada respond sufficiently to 
provide such a permanent worker. i 
[wenty-five hundred dollars is needed to establish 
the work in Mexico on a footing. Shall we 
North Americans respond, as one Christian people, 
to this appeal of a land that knows its need and, like 
the Macedonian that appeared to Paul, is sounding 
the call, ‘‘Come over and help us.'' Read some 
of these letters, and ask yourself whether you and 
vour Sunday-school 


Mexico's appeal to 


sound 


are willing to be without an 
active share in this soul-saving commission. 
ONE WHO WisHES SHE COULD 


Do Mors 


Just a mite for Mexico. I am so deeply interested in mi 
sion work that my pledges are in so many ways that this is all 
I can do. May God bless your effort, and open the hearts and 
purses of people who have more of this world’s goods than I 
How I wish I could make it at least ten times that ! 


A PRIMARY DEPARTMENT'S RESPONSE 


lhe enclosed check for ten dollars is a contribution to the 
Mexico Fund from the scholars and teachers of our primary 
department. With best wishes for the success of your project, 
I am, Yours truly. 


From A WISE INVESTOR 


I'd just like to invest a dollar in a good thing,—namely, the 
Mexico Fund. 


FROM A MISSIONARY IN MEXICO 
I had the pleasure of entertaining Mrs. Bryner for a short 
tume on her way to Mexico City to the convention [last June]. 
With her work we were simply delighted. Our pastor said to 
me, ‘‘ Why don't the church send us more like her to show us 








A Macedonian Cry from Mexico 
Will You Share in Assuring a Speedy Answer? 








how to teach ? I am glad we are going to have a lield 
Worker in Mexico. Please accept my personal thanks fot 
your efforts in our behalf. | am a missionary sent out by the 
Women's Board of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South 
CHILDREN’S OFFERINGS AND PRAYERS 

The enclosed is a love offering from my little primary children 
for the furtherance of the work in Mexico. It is birthday 
money We always want those pennies to have ‘‘ something 


sweet to do,’ and when I told them your story, they were very 
happy to be able to help, and they have promised that their 


prayers will follow it. 


Has Two Broruers iN MEXICO 
Mrs. Bryner writes : 
Just as I was leaving the Edgar County (Illinois) Conven- 


tion to catch a train for 
dollar fron 


home yesterday, a lady handed mea 
who h id he ird me spe 
and who wished to send her mite becaus¢ 
two brothers in Mexico. It isin memory of them 
teach the children 


A BIG PuRs! 


A prominent friend of all Sunday-school work writes 
to the Times : 


her mother ik the evening 
she once had 


and to help 


before 


HEART AND A BiG 


I am very glad to know of Mrs. Bryner report from 
Mexico, and of your movement to secure funds for a secretary 
for that country I shall be glad to have some part in suc ha 
movement; you may therefore count me in for a subs« ription 


of one hundred dollars 


How many others are there who, out of their wealth, 
will give a hundred dollars, or out of their limited 
means a dollar or more, to speed this blessing to the 
land that so sorely needs it, and whose heart God has 
opened to receive it? How many Sunday-schools or 
classes will make special offerings in order to send to 
another land the blessings which, here at home, they 
so freely enjoy? The Sunday School Times will re- 
ceive all such offerings, and will forward them to the 
Treasurer of the International Sunday-school Execu- 
tive Committee, which stands ready to answer Mex- 
ico’s appeal as soon as our own land makes it possible. 
The sending of Mrs. Bryner is the first result of the 
offerings already freely made. The future Sunday- 
school welfare of Mexico cannot be assured short of a 
total offering of $2,500, of whi h, so far, but $824. 36 
has been contributed. lo every contributor or Sun- 
day-school sharing in this work The Sunday School 


Times will send a handsome certificate bearing the 
flags of Mexico, the United States, and Canada, and 
signed by the Treasurer of the International Sundavy- 
school Convention and the Publisher of The Sunday 
School Times. Contributions not heretofore acknowl- 
edged have been received from 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 20 


For Chilly People 


A New Kind at waderoeur that 
Protects the Body in a Helpful Way 


Chilly people, who seldom enjoy bodily 
warmth and glow from fall till early spring, 
will be interested to learn of a wonderful in- 


vention—a new kind of underwear of peculiar 
texture—that promises to put an end to their 
physical discomforts. Itis called Utica Ribbed 
Fleece, and is having unusual sales in the stores 
this winter. Its low price is no less remarkable 
than its singular quality. 

Utica Ribbed Fleece Underwear is knitted 
to protect the body in a new way. On one 
side is an elastic rib, and on the other a glossy 
fleece forming one fabric. This fleece supplies 
warmth which rarely becomes too great during 


violent exercise, because the heat is regulated 
by the movement of the elastic rib. After exer- 
cise this same movement prevents the heat 


escaping too rapidly, and chills and colds are 
almost impossible. 

Its elasticity makes it very flexible, 
adapted to every motion of the body. For this 
reason it will be appreciated by men whose 
occupations require constant stooping and 
physical movement. Women find that this 
elastic quality makes the Utica Ribbed Fleece 
garments very desirable. 

Men who wear these garments say that they 
are better than those for which they have been 
accustomed to pay a much higher price. Both 
men's and women's wear are sold at fifty cents 
for each garment. 

Mothers will find that the children’s gar- 
ments 
strongly made, hygienic, and sensible. All boys’, 
girls’, and children’s sizes are 
sold at twenty-five cents the 
sepalate garment, and fifty 
cents the union suit. 

Under the trademark, Utica 
Ribbed Fleece, these goods 
are sold everywhere. They 
are manufactured by the 
ee tica Knitting Company. 


and easily 





VERY- 
THING 'UR 


The Pilgrim Lesson Helps, 
new Textless Quarterlies. 

The Wellspring, Visitor, and Mayflower. 
Our attractive Sunday-school papers 

The Bible Study and all other Lesson Helps 
at publishers’ prices. 





CHOOLS 


including the 


The New International Beginners’ Course, 
A two years’ course for little children to be 
published in ‘‘ The Little Pilgrim’’ with 
companying picture cards. 5 cents per quarter. 
Samples free. 


A 


text-book for advanced classes 


new en- 
titled The Books of the Bible in connection | 
with their Place in History, by Prof. H. T 
Fowler of Brown University. 50 cents 


Exchangeable Libraries for Sunday-schools 


give a school the reading of three times as many 
books as the same money would buy. $1.50 
and $2.50 per month, no advance fee. 
Our Catalogues te!! all about these things. 
Will you have them ? 
s 5 New York 
The Pilgrim Press, Boston ¢iviege 





Teachers’ Edition 
of the American Standard 


Revised Bible 


‘contains in addition to the text 
edited by the American Revis- 
ion Committee, The Concise 
Bible Dictionary with numer- 
ous illustrations, an entirely 
New Combined Concordance 
to the American Standard edi- 
tion, and Indexed Bible Atlas. 

Beautifully bound in vari- 

ous styles, $2.25 to $9.00 
For sale by all leading book- 
sellers or sent postpaid on 
Send for catalogue to 





receipt of price. 


Thomas Nelson & Sons, Publishers 
37-41 E. 18th St., Mew York 











A Pointer For Teachers 


Send your address and number of Scholars in 
our class, and a copy for each will be sent you 
REE of the Leapino primary Sunday School Paper 
»rinted ENTIRELY IN COLORS. Lessons illustrated 

RN COLORS by special artiste. Address 

maces Folks Paper, Dept. A, Albany, N.Y. 


1 O VISITING d9° 


( 


CARDS». 


paid 
Oorrect styles and sizes. Order filled day owes tae 9 a 
Pa Style" aged = ee eee pe pete fand tre 





mal carde emble forall OUIS MO 
E J. SCHUSTER Vic. ‘TENG: “00. DEPT "5S, ST. LOUIS. M0 
When answering advertisements, please 


mention The Sunday School Times. 


—-pants and vests and union suits—are | 


UNDAY- 


ac- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(Continued from page 655) 

(Enter Boy Blue.) 

Mother Goose: 1s this my little Boy Blue ? 
Do they ever let you tend the sheep and | 
cows? 

Boy Blue: Oh, yes! I often tend them, | 
and I’m always wide awake. Hear my horn! | 


T-o-o-o-t! Wouldn't that scare sheep and | 
cows out of the corn? I sell horns like this. 
See all my pennies ? 

Then in came all of the Mother Goose | 
family, one by one, in costume, the chorus 


saying the rhymes, and Mother Goose asking 
them about their behavior. 

Jack Horner was no longer selfish, and had 
sold plums for pies. 

Bo-Peep kept careful watch of her sheep, 
and had sold wool. 

Little Miss Muffet could eat her curd and 
whey, even though a monstrous spider was 
on her white apron. She 

Zom the Piper’s Son had a pig under 
arm, but it was his own pig which he had 
just sold. 

Mary Quite Cont? had obe- 
dient, and sold seeds from her lovely garden. 

The Old Woman who went up in the 
basket no more made useless journeys to the 
moon, It took all her time to sweep evil 
things away from boys and girls. She sold 
brooms for such sweeping. 

Old King Cole had given up his pipe and 
bow] for the sake of his example, and by this 
means had saved a bag of money. 

Then in came the O/d Woman of the 
**Come, my children !’’ 

And from the front seats came swarming 
up all the rest of the primary department, 

Mother Goose; This surely must be my 
old friend of the shoe! How fares your 
large family ? 

Mrs. Shoe: Really, Mrs. Goose, a better 
behaved family a body never had. But, to 
tell the truth, I have changed my plan of 
managing them. I give them each both 
broth and bread, and, instead of punishing 


sold curds, 
his 


ary become 


Shoe: 


them, I give them pennies when they are 
good. - 

(Little hand's hold high bags of pennies.) 

Then Mother Goose tells Mrs, Shoe a 
secret. Santa Claus is coming, and the 


children have all been good enough to meet 
| him. 
In comes a folly little Santa Claus.) 

After a Christmas greeting he says he can- 
not help feeling sad. It is a hard year. 
Coal is high, and money scarce in so many 
| homes, and Santa has not enough to go 
| around. There will be many empty little 
stockings. 

‘** But, Santa Claus, 
‘¢we have lots of pennies. Take mine, and 
fill one littke empty stocking.’’ 

‘*And mine!’’ ‘* And 
little 


¢ 


” 


says a little girl, 


mine ! say all 


voices. 
Bless Now 


ones 


anta you, my children! 
is happy again. When the little 
are generous, the large won’t be be- 
hind, and the little stockings will all be 
full. Now let’s sing a jolly Christmas song. 

After the song the primaries poured into 
Santa basket 357 pennies. Then 
the other classes were called. There being 
over thirty classes, they could not all respond 
with an entertainment, for lack of time; but 
they responded in interesting and character- | 
istic ways, and ‘* Praise and the bene: | 
diction concluded the evening service. 

Did they all enjoy it? Ask the primaries, | 
who crowded round the altar and cheered 
all the givers. 

One of the 

| **T tell you, I felt lots better carrying 
| in my sack of Graham flour than I ever felt 


Santa 


ones 


Claus’s 


God ’’ 


boys of the Miller Brigade said : 
mama, 


getting a present from a tree.’’ And that 
was the general verdict. 

After the service a large committee gath- 
| ered, and arranged for distribution of the 
| gifts, which aggregated $125,—a low esti- 
mate. 

But the blessing came to the few who 
| went to poor homes the next day with loaded 
| 


as these: 
we could 


baskets, and heard such words 

God bless you! Without this 
have had no Christmas dinner.’’ And that 
from a quiet, suffering couple who would 
rather really want than ask for help. 

It was a blessing to us all, and to The 
Sunday School Times we are grateful for the 
suggestion. 

FULTON, 


N. Y. 


St 


This love of our neighbor is the only 
of the dungeon of lf. 
Macdonald. 


door out 


George 


se 





BUFFALO 
LITHIA WATER 


“The Most Effective of the Natural Medicinal 
Waters” and “Strikingly Superior to Lithia 
Tablets” in Bright’s Disease, Calculi, 
Gout, Rheumatism, etc. 


Dr. |. 
Diseases of Children, College 
College of Medicine, St. Louis, 


etc., in an article in Medical Mirror, 


N. Love, New York City, former Projsessor of Clinical Medicine and 
of Physicians and Surgeons, and in 
Vice-President of American 
says: 


Marion Sims 
Medical Association, 
‘While being the most effective of 


the natural mineral waters, it is strikingly superior to emergency solutions 
of lithia tablets and pure water, even where the said solution is an exceedingly 


strong one.’’ 


E. H. Pratt, A, M. 


M,D., LL.D., Professor of Orificial Surgery to the 


Chicago Homeopathic Medical College, and Attending Surgeon to Cook County 


Hospital, says; ‘‘ For 
many years I have found 
has proved especially efficacinn 
Kidney generally, 


BUEFALO LITHIA WATER 


Rheumatism, Gout, and Affections of the 
including Bright’s Disease.’’ 


a very valuable ther- 
apeutic resource. It 


Dr, William Deughty, /ormer Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, 
Medical College of Georgia, Augusta: 


“BUFFALO LITHIA WATER 


is the only reliable treatment known to 
me for the permanent relief of gravel, 


and the antecedent conditions that determine it.’ 
Dr. Cyrus Edson, recently Health Officer of New York City 


“I have 
prescribed 





BUFFALO LITHIA WATER 
BUFFALO LITHIA WATER 


Testimonials which defy all imputation or question sent to any address. 


PROPRIETOR BUFFALO LITHIA SPRINCS, 
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Souvenirs 


are a most appropriate gift 
| teacher to scholars at Christmas 
consists of two ivory finish cards, 


These ivenirs 
Sunday-schor 


Sor 


Souvenir 





from 
Each 


embossed 


in green and pold, on the first of which js printed the 
name of Sunday-school, date, teacher's and officers’ 
names, etc., and on the other card printed the names 
of all the scholars in the class. ‘he two cards are tied 
together with | a bow of silk cord Souvenirs are 
3% 5% inches in size Sample sent for stamp, but 
you had better order at once as Souvenirs are sure to 
pie ise 

Price, scents each. With fine portrait of teacher, 6 
cents each. Any kind of photo to copy from. Can 


copy from group 
The photos we furnish 
are really good ones 
Ministers, send for sample of cur New Year ( 
ing to congregation 
EDUCATIONAL PRINTING CO. 
SUGAR CREEK, ONnIO. 


are 


Christmas! 


| Temptation, 


Are you going to have aS. S. entertainment? We 


exercises, candy bricks, brick paper, decorative 


banners and stars, snow and tinsel for trees 
Christmas green, snow-storm machine, 
wigs and beards for Santa Claus, masks, and « 


thing for entertainments Send for free catalog 


J. & P. B. MYERS, 55 John Street, 


Original photo returned uninjured 
not the cheap kind, 





but 
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sreet- | 


have 
bells, 


. Imitation 
fuiry wings, 


very- 


New York. 


CHICAGO CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE 


orres ” ne lence ane lecture 


SCHOOL. ( 
part Nene 
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with great benefit in Bright’s 
disease of the Kidneys.’”’ 


is for sale by Grocers and Druggists gen- 
erally. 


VIRCINIA., 


XMAS CARD 


3s Christmas Cards (single) 20c, 
5 > Xmas Cards (single) . . 20, 
( 4 Embossed Single Cards . P Isc, 
LD. 20 Folded Xmas Cards, all different . 25C, 
E. 20 Fine Xmas Cards and Dainty Booklet , 50, 
F. so Beautiful, single and folded, Xmas Cards , Bo« 
G. 100 Keautiful Cards, waren nicely assorted jn 
box ‘ a e 
H » Finest Folded ¢ ‘ards, in box Py 0Q 
l. 25 _ xquisite Booklets, with envelo pes, in box, $1.75 
K. 30 Post-Cards, assorted, in box . . o + © 55&. 


BEAUTIFUL CARDS, 1 cent to 5 cents each, 
HANDSOME CALENDARS, 5 cents up to 50 cents, 


GANDY BOXES 


$1.00 to $2.00 per 100. Delivery 
Samples of 13 styles, 


additional 
35 cents. 


Our 88 page Holiday Catalogue con- 


taining illustrations and descrip- 
tions of our immense stock of Cards, 
Calendars, Booklets, Books, Xmas 
Novelties, besides our large line of 
supplies for your church and Sun- 


day-schoo) 


MAC CALLA & GO. INC. 


DON’T 


decide be the new hymn book for your Sunday 
hool until you have seen either 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SONGS OF PRAISE 
or GEMS OF SONG, 


Both new, and 25 cents each. 
Returnable copies for examination mailed free. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York & Chicage. 


The Liong Judah 


A Christmas Sunday- 
School Concert Exercise 


By H. R. PALMER 


This exercise is without question one of the finest 
which has ever been published. Dr. Palmer's name 
is known all over the world as the author of many of 
our most popular hymns, such *Vield Not to 
*eace, Ke Still “ “ Memories of Gali- 
24 pages with a beautiful cover printed in 


Zt 


249 Dock Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








as . 
lee,” ete 
two colors 


We have reduced the price on this exercise to 2 


cents each, $2.00 a hundred; and Sunday- schoo 
now have a great chance to secure a first olass 
evercise at very little money. 


W. A. Wilde Company, Boston and Chicago 
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No advertiser in The Sunda 
Times is ashamed of the neig 
has in these pages. 
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THE COOK 
of SPOT 
LESS 
TOWN 


The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow 

Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO, 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the heavy baking 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 











B. & 


good dry goods 
and 
prices they’re sold at 


Sixty-five departments doing business in a 
large way on a small-profit basis. 

And the greatest of all these are the ones 
devoted to Dress Fabrics of every kind, style, 
and texture 

We’re more liberal with Samples than any 
store in the world—when you ask for sam 
ples, be detinite as to color, style, and price 
you desire—also mark your letter 5. 5. T. 47 
—it aids us. 

Zibelines—long-haired and 
ished—50 to §4 inches wide 
yard —mixes and solid colors. 

Tweeds 50 to 56 inches wide 
$3.50 a yard. 

Herringbone Mixtures—s5 
wide—75c. to $2.50 a yard. 

enisepuns -50 to 56 inches wide 
to $2.50 a yard. 








panne fin- 


50c, to $4.00 a 


75¢. to 
2 to §6 inches 


§ac. 


Cheviots—42 to 56 inches wide—45c. to 
$3.00 a yard, 
Venetians and Broadcloths—so to 56 


inches wide—75c. to $4.00 a yard. 
Ladies’ Cloths—36 to 54 inches wide 
35c. to 7§c. a yard. 
Voiles —42 to 48 
$2.00 a yard. 
Silk and Wool Crépes—4o to 46 inches 
wide—75c. to $1.50 a yard, 


inches wide—-7§c. to 


Mohairs and Siciliennes—38 to 54 
inches wide—35c. to $2.50 a yard 

Challies and Cashmeres—25c. to $1.25 
a yard—1,500 patterns. 

A collection of American Plain and Fancy 
Mixed Dress Goods at astonishing low prices 
—36 to §0 inches wide, 25c¢., 35¢., 45C., 
and 50c. a yard. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Allegheny, Pa. 


4 
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The Suathine Band 


(Continued from j 


they were not well and strong as most of the 
other girls, yet they wanied to help to scatter 
sunshine. They were Khoda Lord and 
Grace Davis. We thought that they were 
the brightest sunbeams we had. Khoda 
was never able tc go out unless carried, and 
Grace was shut in most of the time, but came 
te the meeting whenever she was able. 


We made and 


s Hed 
girls called 


clothing for small children, 
did some calling. Several of the 
each week and studied the 
lessons cver with the shut-ins. 


Sunday-school 


We feel that 


we have improved a good deal the past year, 
and we have done much better work, though 
we have not held so many meetings. Khoda’s 
aunt, with whom she lives, was very kind to 
us, and invited us to hold our meetings all 
winter with RKhoda, so that Rhoda could be 
| with us and help us in our work. We held 
our meetings every other Wednesday even 
ing from seven to nine o’clock, Our first 
meeting this year was held Wednesday even 
ing, October 8, 1902, with every member 
pre sent, We number fifteen. We held tit- 
teen meetings with Khoda. Meetings opened 


| Miss I 


| hand 


and then 
we 


with Scripture reading and prayer, 
the roll-call, and while worked 
ducted our business meeting. 
Our first work was to begit 
is nearly done, for it had to be 
important work. ‘Two meetings 
ber we spent in trimming 
be filled with 
Thanks 


yellow 


we con 
a quilt, which 
left for more 
in Novem- 
baskets, to 
and nuts for 
trimmed with 
Sunshine 


grape 
fruit 
were 
paper, our 
Miss H——, Miss C 
met with us the night 
to help us fill them and deliver 
did all look They 
sunshine and to 
twenty-one shut-ins. We afterward heard 
that one of our baskets was the Thanks- 
giving dinner one 


assorted 
‘They 
and white crepe 


giving, 


Band colors. and 


—_ before 
Phanksgiving 
them. They 


went to bring 


so nice. 


good chee Lf 
only 
aged couple had, 

After Thanksgiving came Christmas work. 
We made six large scrap-books, filled them 
with the brightest pictures that we could 
find; four dolls were dressed, and seventeen 
bags were made of colored netting for pop 
corn and candy. We received some second- 
books, games, and toys, and with 
new scrap-books and dolls we remembered 
twenty-six children who expected no Santa 


Claus. We had a special meeting the after- 
noon before Christmas with Rhoda. We 


took her by surprise, and presented her with 
a beautiful illustrated Bible to show our love 


for her. Then we continued to play Santa 
Claus and deliver our presents. We were 
very happy in making others happy. In 


March we began to think what we should do 
for aster. We wished had lots of 
money with which to buy flowers. <A friend 
of Kheda’s suggested that we make scrap- 
of writing-tablets for the sick and 
and gave us quite a number of the 
Perry pictures to use for that purpose, Two 
girls got more of them, and we made seven 
very pretty scrap-books. Scripture quota- 
tions and poetry were written to express the 
thought of the pictures. Early in the 
beg: an an outfit of baby clothes. 
enjoyed the best of all. 

During the year eighteen meetings have 
been held, with an average attendance 
eight. We could hold no meetings in Janu- 
ary on account of special meetings in the 


we 


box ks 


aged, 


spring 


we This we 


church. The first of February we began 
cottage prayer-meetings, holding them Sun- 
day afternoons at three o’clock, under the 
direction of Miss Balch or Miss Carty, our 
deaconess. Fifteen meetings were attended 
by the members of the band, and sunshine 
was carried to some who cannot get out to 
church services. We had a meeting with 
Grace Davis while she was quite sick, and 
fourteen of the girls held a service with 
Rhoda after Sunday-school Easter Sunday 
We sang our Easter hymns, and had flowers 
given us to give to five persons who were 
sick. We were fortunate in having a good 
treasurer this year, for Rhoda did her work 
faithfully. The band received from friends 


for their work $5, and $3 49 has been taken 
in collections at the meetings, making a total 


of $8.49. We bought all the material for 
our work, and still have a small sum in the 
treasury. The annual picnic of the band 
was @t Franklin Park, June 17. There were 
thirty-five in our party, including three aged 
people, two mothers, and twelve little chil 
dren, besides the members of the band 
This has been a bright and happy yea 
until, about two weeks ago, one of our sun- | 
beams left us to shine in a better world. 
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the 


of 





Gracie Davis died Tuesday, June 16, 1903. 


Several of the girls attended the funeral, and 
flowers were sent from the band. Gracie’s 
patience and cheerfulness through all her 
suffering has been a help to us all, and we 
shall never forget her. We want to improve 
and shine for Jesus in the year to come,— 
flora * St bbins. 'lom De ens SECVE 
tary of the Massachusetts Sunday-*rhcooe As- 
tation, Fitchburg, Mass. 


a 
A Christmas Service in Syria 
tc tinued from page 643) 
suffocation. There were over ninety in 
the little room. The men sat on one 
side, and the women on the other, but 
ve of us on the floor, and so crowded 
wether that an y movement was quite 


impossible, except for a few mothers with 
who sat near the door. It 
Christmas and through 


babes, Was a 


service, a fairly 


long sermon the cramped audience showed ! 


a d that would 
American congre 
a full-blooded Arab, in his 
should enter one of our 
! What craning of 
necks there would be, and how few per- 
sons would beable to recall the text of 
the day We were just as strange to the 
people of Feruzi; yet, although we sat 
at the back of the room, not a man 
turned to look at us, except that the one 
at side would always help me find 
the number of the hymn It was not in- 
lifference, but politeness to the stranger 
and reverence for the occasion ; and we 
who, frankly, came merely to see a strange 
thing, stayed to worship and went 
away with a fuller knowledge of what the 
Christmas season really means. 

Once out of church, there could be 
no charge of indifference, —and here too 
we Americans might learn. The same 
men who just now had seemed to ignore 
our very existence came crowding around 
us, greeting ‘‘brethren.’’ They 
inquired about the college at Beirut, and 
about our own wonderful country, they | 
expressed surprise at the extent of our 
travels, they sympathized with the home- 
sickness that comes so strongly at Christ- 
mas time, and expressed kindly wishes 
for our dear ones over the seas, they 
pressed upon’ us the poor hospitality that 
it was in their power to offer. In short, 
out of church, as in church, the people 
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of Feruzi acted like the gentlemen and 
ladies that they were. 
It was hard to leave them. They all 


followed us to the edge of the village, 
{and one or two—such is the pleasant 
Oriental custom- 
about a mile. 

looking man 
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‘Just Run Across”’ 
Some People are Lucky 


Some people make an intelligent study 
of food, and get on the right track (pure 
food) ; other are lucky enough to stumble 
upon the right way out of the difficulty 
just as a Philadelphia young woman did. 

She says: ‘‘I had suffered terribly 
from nervous indigestion. Everything 
seemed to disagree with me, and I was 
on the point of starvation, when one day 
] happened to run across a demonstration 
of Postum Food Coffee at one of the big 
stores here. 

‘I took a sample home, and a sample of 
Grape-Nuts as well, and there tried them 
gain, and found they agreed with me 
perfectly. For months I made them my 
main diet, and asthe result I am restored 
to my former perfect health, and can eat 
everything I want to. 

‘When I spoke to my physician about 


Grape-Nuts he said ‘It is a most excel- 
lent food.’’” Name given by Postum 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

There's a reason 

Look for the famous little book, ‘* The 


Road to Wellville 


"in every package of 
| both Postum an 
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—walked out with us for | - 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 20 


tiful calm of evening, a little more quietly | 
than we had come, with a clearer vision 
of the brotherhood of man, and a larger 
hope for the success of missions. | 

As we looked to the eastern horizon, we | 
spoke much of Palmyra, only two days’ 
ride over the neighboring desert, — of 
Palmyra, the romantic, the wealthy, the 
ambitious, the fallen! As we walked 
over this battlefield of the nations we 
heard in fancy the chariot wheels of a 
dozen fallen empires. And the country 
of Emessa and Hamath is a battlefield 
again, where a handful of evangelical 
Christians, poor in this world’s goods, 
surrounded by a community which is un- 
sympathetic when not openly hostile, 
with only an occasional visit from the 
superintending missionaries stationed 
sixty miles away, are Sighting a harder 
fight than was ever won by the forces 
of Aurelian. The end will not come 
this year, probably it will not come in our 
generation ; but it is a noble struggle, 


and the final victory is sure, for ‘*God | 


hath chosen the weak things of this world 
to confound the mighty.”’ 
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











December 20, 1903. A Vision of World- 
Wide Peace. 
Isaiah 11 : 6-9; 9: 6. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Peace in the animal world (Isa. 65 : 


20-25 ). 
Tues.—Among mankind (Isa. 2 : 2-4). 
WED.—Christ's peace (John 16 : 32, 33). 
rHuRS.—With nature (Mark 4 : 35-41). 
FRriI.—A fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5 : 19-26). 
SAT.—Like a river (Isa. 48 : 16-18). 











Why Christ's birth makes us hope for uni- | 


versal peace. 

Some signs that it is coming to pass. 

How we may help to enthrone the Prince of 
Peace. 


HE history of the world should en- 
courage those who hope for peace 
among men. In the early ages all 


was conflict. The Bible itself is a 
memorial of this. Its first books are 
books of struggle and conflict. The 


struggle and conflict grow less and less, 
until the Prince of Peace comes, and 
then there are no more stories of war 
except in the great allegories of the 
Revelation. Not that war has ceased, 
for it was to continue for centuries, But 
the diminuendo, so to speak, of the 
Bible, but illustrates the increasing hesi- 
tancy of mankind to wage war. What 
has so steadily diminished, we have a 
right to hope, on this very account, will 
continue to diminish. 


And the Bible itself assures us that 
war will cease. And not war among 
men alone, but all the distrust and bit- 
terness and conflict of nature with itself 
and with man. The wild beasts will 
tear no more, and the serpents will cease 
to sting. What a blessed day that will 
be! We shall not need to lock our 
doors. All police forces may be dis- 
missed, every jail destroyed, every 
weapon laid aside. All fear of badness 
and malice and crime banished. That 
will be life indeed. 

“% . 

And how is that day tocome? Great 
navies, heavy armaments, large armies, 
peace congresses, treaties, and agree- 
ments, will not bring it. All these have 
their place, and sometimes hinder, some- 
times hasten, the time longed for and 
desired. But only one thing will bring 
this day. When the knowledge of the 
Lord covers the earth as the waters 
cover the sea. ‘The simile is an essen- 
No mere 
accomplish the 
knowledge of the 


and sub- 


tial part of the prescription. 
opinion of the 
end 


Lord, 


Lord will 
It must be a 
full and encompassing 


| Lord 


|or hate or war 
| very animals will feel the thrill, 


| it. 
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merging. When every man knows the 
and loves him and obeys him, 
then there will be no misunderstanding 
among men. And the | 
and lay | 
aside the malignity, the cruelty, which 
are but a brute reflection of human in- | 
firmity, and will enter into the spirit of 
peace and good-will. | 
~ 

This doubtless is a less attractive plan | 
for securing universal peace to — 
than great congresses and leyislative 
enactments, and the intimidations of 
great fleets and armies. People would | 
always rather legislate virtue into man- 
kind wholesale than introduce it by per- 
sonal example and contagion. But, as 
a matter of fact, you can never have a 
peaceful world with quarreling men in | 
And the only way to have peace in 
the world is to have it in every human 
heart. There will be no conversion of 
the world to peace, to purity, or to God, 
which is not a conversion of all hearts. 

~ 

The peace of the world, accordingly, 
is within each man’s control, so far as 
that man is concerned. If I do not 
quarrel, that will be so far a realization 
}of universal peace. And when all men 
}universally pursue the same course, 
with no legislative declaration, and no 
treaty, and no noise or talk of any sort, 
there will be peace throughout the whole 
world. 





| 


“ 


What a simple method this is! So 
simple that we shall probably refuse ta 
follow it, by saying, ‘‘ Well, there is no 
| chance that everybody will do that, and, 
if another man is not going to do it, I 
don’t think there is much use in my do- 





ing it.” So we go on quarreling. 
“ 
But the Saviour of the world began by 


saving two or three men. 
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The Prince of Peace first taught his 
disciples to love one another, knowing 
that out of that nucleus of peace-loving 
men would grow the great peace-creating 
force of the world. 

Are your instinctive judgment 

| utterance always for peace ? 


«Cleaning House”’ 
A Change of Food Cleans the Soul's House 


When the body in clogged up by the | 


use of improper food, and sickness sets 
in, there is nothing so good as a ‘‘ house- 
cleaning” and the right way to do this is 
to change the food ; for although taking 
medicines may afford temporary relief a 
complete change of food is much the 
surest and safest way. 

The highest medical authority in the 
world, ‘‘ The Lancet” of London, says 
of Grape-Nuts: ‘‘Our analysis shows it 
is a nutritive of a high order, since it 
contains the constituents of a complete 
food in very satisfactory and rich 


pro- 
portion, and in an easily assimilable 
state.” ‘‘ About two years ago,” says a 
a resident of Springville, Ind., ‘‘I had 


terrible stomach trouble, and although I 
tried all kinds of medicines none of them 
cured me. I was so run down I could 
not eat, 
dizzy-headed and miserable all of the 
time. About that time a friend told me 
that the only way tocure my trouble was 
to change my food, and recommended 
Grape-Nuts. 

‘*From my very first meal of Grape- 
Nuts my stomach began to get better 
and all the improvements that come from 
a healthy stomach in place of an unheal- 
thy one soon followed ; and this was not 
all, for just as yreat an improvement 
cameinmy brain. All of the dizziness is 


gone, and my brain is now clear and 
active. Icaneat anything I want, sleep 
well, and am altogether a new man 


mentally and physically. 
‘**At the time I commenced to use this 
food I was nothing but a skeleton weigh- 


ing 130 pounds, but now I have got back 
my normal weight of nearly 200.” 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

There's a reason. 

Look in each package for a copy of 
the famous little book, ‘‘The Road to 


Wellville.” 


and | 


got very little sleep, and was | 


cannot do. If you want a velvet skin, 
don’t PUT -ON preparations, but TAKE 
OFF the dead skin, and let the new 
perfect cuticle furnish its own beauty. 





FINGERS ROUGHENED by nee- 
dlework catch every stain, and look 
hopelessly dirty. HAND SAPOLIO will 
dirt, but 
cuticle, and restore to 


remove not only the also the 





loosened, injured 
the fingers their natural beauty. 
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Greatest Premium Offers Ever Presented 





Red Letter Bible 





First of all, we make mention of our New Edi- | 


tion of the Red Letter Bible, the only Bible of its 
kind in the world. As many of our readers already 
know, this exceptional Bible, of which over 100,000 
have been printed in less than two years, is the Author- 
ized Version of the Holy Scriptures, printed in black, 
with the following notable exceptions. In the OLD 
Testament, every incident or passage quoted or alluded 
to by our Lord during his earthly ministry, is printed 
in Red. All the references to our Lord’s words are 
printed in Red, and Every verse accepted as pointing 
to our Lord as the Coming Messiah, is distinguished 
by a Red Star. In the NEW Testament, all the 
words spoken by our Lord and Saviour are‘ printed 
in Red. This beautiful Bible also contains a Synopsis 
of all the Books of the Bible, enabling the reader in 
fifteen minutes to acquaint himself with the General 
Contents of the Holy Scriptures. In addition to this, 
there are many hundreds of Important Changes by 
the Revision, the Teachers’ Helps, colored Maps by 
Major Condor, and a unique Movable Celluloid Book- 
mark, showing, in alphabetical arrangement, the page 
at which every Book of the Bible begins. 

The Red Letter Bible is set in very large type, is 
superbly bound in American Levant, Divinity Circuit, 


soft and flexible, with overlapping ends, Red under | 


Gold edges, and is sent, together with THE CHRISTIAN 
HERALD for one year (52 times), for only $3.00. 


| measures when open 9x 15 inches. 
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Pilgrim’s Progress 


Second in Order, we offer an unequaled presenta- 
tion edition of John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, 
exquisitely illustrated and superbly printed on 428 
large pages, with a Red Line around each page. 

Dr. Chas. M. Sheldon, in his eloquent introduction 
to this superb edition of Pilgrim’s Progress, says: 

If this edition of Pilgrim’s Progress shall go into the 
homes of America to be read there, it will not be possible to 
measure the results on the next generation. A revival of its 
reading would result in a much-needed revival of the vivid 
conception of the Christian life, and it is with a prayer that 
such a revival may result from this special publication of the 
vision of John Bunyan, that I humbly write these few words 
and bid the volume Godspeed. 





CHARLES M. SHELDON. 
Very handsomely bound in rich Vellum de Luxe, 
this unusually attractive book makes one of the most 
Charming Holiday Gifts of the year. The volume 
It weighs three 
pounds, and is sent, with THe CHRISTIAN HERALD 


for one year, every week (52 times), on receipt of only $2. | 





For The Red Letter Testament 


in American Levant, soft and flexible, with over- 
lapping edges, Red under Gold, and Containing 


All Our Saviour’s Words Printed in Red 








(All Charges Prepaid) together with 
The Christian Herald to Jan. 1, $1.85 
1905, and Calendar, send only enantennen 











Morrison’s Great Book 


Third in Order, we mention one of the most 
charmingly romantic, inspiring, and instructive books 
of travel ever published. It is Mr. Harry Steele Mor- 
rison’s latest work, ‘‘How I Worked My Way 
Around the World.’’ Mr. Morrison, when a mere 
boy, only sixteen years of age, undertook to circle 
the globe. Of money he had but litthe—but, determined 
to live up to his ambition, he engaged as a pantry- 
boy on one of the great Transatlantic steamers, crossed 
the sea, and traveled over 50,000 miles, literally 
working his way around the world. His dauntless 
pluck secured for him audiences with Mr. Gladstone, 
Queen Victoria, King Leopold, Pope Leo XIIl., 
Paul Krueger and other notabilities, and finally landed 
him, a first-cabin passenger, back in the country of his 
birth, rich in experience and in financial results. 

‘‘How I Worked My Way Around the World’’ 
is superbly printed, beautifully illustrated and 
exceptionally well bound in rich Vellum de Luxe; 
with emblematic and very ornamental decoration. 

It contains 408 large pages, set from new type in 
the most modern typographical style, and measures 
when open 9x15 inches. Russell Sage has written 
the introduction to this remarkably interesting volume. 

It is sent, all charges prepaid, with THrt CHRISTIAN 
HERALD, the queen of American weeklies, for one 
year, every week (52 times), at only Two Dollars. 








FoF an Intelligent Family, there is no Christmas Present in the 

World preferable to a full set of The Crown Encyclopedia, 
Whether intended for your Own Home, your Parents, your married 
Son or Daughter, your Pastor, or Sunday School Teacher, The 
Crown Encyclopedia will give Greater Satisfaction to the Giver, as 
well as to the Fortunate Recipient, than any other Set of Books or 
Article. 
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al | Two Whole Years, during which this Artistic Gem will beautify many a home. 

Fifteen Printings were required to bring the work to P 
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Do You Wish this Butterfly Calendar ? 


The best artists were engaged to reproduce in all their Natur 
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